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Editors’ Message
As editors, we are incredibly honored to present 

this year’s edition of  The Topline. Creating The 
Topline allows members to reflect on the great 
accomplishments of the Gopher Dairy Club throughout 
the past year.  As dairy enthusiasts, we are proud to 
share the achievements of members both in and 
outside of the club.

The highlights of our publication are the 2017 
Distinguished Service and Golden Graduate Award 
articles.  These awards are the greatest honor the 
Gopher Dairy Club bestows upon deserving dairy men 
and women who have shown wonderful commitment 
and support to the club.  Thank you to the Riebe Family 
of Meadow Ridge Dairy Farm and Dr. Dana Allen-Tully 
for your significant impact on not only the Gopher 
Dairy Club, but also your lasting impact on the dairy 
industry. Congratulations on these prestigious awards 
and thank you for your continuous contributions. 

This year, our cover photo displays Como Park. Located 
nearly five miles from the St. Paul Campus,  Como 
Park was an excellent location for this year’s photo 
opportunity.  The park attracts many students looking 
for a serene getaway from the hectic campus life.

Our sincere thanks goes to Sonja Miedtke for her time 
and talent in taking photos for this publication. Sonja 
has captured our cover photos for many years and this 
is her seventh year taking our senior headshots. The 
quality and professionalism of these photographs greatly 
adds to the overall appearance of The Topline. Thank 
you, Sonja, for your continuous dedication of your time 
and talent to the Gopher Dairy Club.

We would like to extend our appreciation to the 
organizations that have placed advertisements in this 
year’s publication. These advertisements ensure that 
members past, present, and future have the opportunity 
to enjoy their vast memories of the Gopher Dairy 
Club. We are so fortunate to have exceptional campus 
organizations and agricultural companies that contribute 
to our publication. 

The Topline wouldn’t be complete without our 
exceptional club members. Thank you for volunteering 
your time, writing, and photography skills to The 
Topline. A special thanks goes out to the members 
of the yearbook committee: Allison Forbord, Kirstin 
Lawstuen, Jordan Junkel, Brenna Werner, Julia Nunes, 
and Alexia Riley. These members helped edit and 
package copies of The Topline.  We also want to extend 
a special thanks to the Gopher Dairy Club’s official 
photographer, Megan Schulte, for taking countless 
photos that are featured throughout The Topline. Finally, 
thank you Dr. Les Hansen, our advisor, for all you do 
and your time and guidance is much appreciated. 

With the help of many chai lattes, phone calls, and 
emails, we have enjoyed compiling articles, taking pho-
tos, and formatting using InDesign. We hope you enjoy 
the 2016-2017 edition of  The Topline.

Sincerely,
Greta Tank, Co-Editor 2015-2017
Elise Loveless, Co-Editor 2016-2018



The 2016-2017 Executive Team 
President, Lisa Janak, is a senior majoring in Animal 
Science. Her passion for the dairy industry stems from 
growing up on her family’s hobby farm in Northfield, 
MN where she leased dairy cattle for 4-H. In Gopher 
Dairy Club, Lisa has served as a co-chair for the annual 
banquet and the senior trip. She also attended the Food 
and Animal Networking Evening and ADSA-SAD and 
has helped with Judging Contests and the Gopher Dairy 
Bar.  Lisa is involved in Beta of Clovia Sorority, MN Royal 
Executive Team, and Block and Bridle. Upon graduation, 
she hopes to become a dairy consultant or a livestock 
appraiser. 
 
Vice President, Crystal Siemers-Peterman, found 
her passion for the dairy industry after being born and 
raised on her family’s 2,500-cow dairy in northeastern 
Wisconsin. Majoring in Agricultural and Food Business 
Management, Crystal hopes to pursue a retail sales 
career within the dairy food industry. On campus, 
she is involved in the National Grocer’s Association, 
National Agri-Marketing Association, and Lambda Delta 
Phi sorority. Through Gopher Dairy Club, Crystal has 
served as a yearbook editor, alumni reunion co-chair, 
on the scholarship committee and has attended events 
such as ADSA-SAD and Judging Contests.
 
Secretary, Nicole Krumrie, worked on a dairy farm 
during high school and fell in love with the industry. She 
joined GDC because of the networking and personal 
growth opportunities. Nicole is a senior in Agricultural 
Communications and Marketing from Litchfield, MN.  
After graduation, she hopes to use this major to work 
for a dairy-related company in communications and 
public relations. Nicole’s long-term goal is to dairy farm 
and be involved in various agricultural groups. Through 
Gopher Dairy Club Nicole assisted with Gopher Dairy 
Camp, Judging Contests and attended the alumni 
reunion.  On campus, she is active in Delta Theta 
Sigma Little Sisters, Beta of Clovia Sorority, Agricultural 
Communications and Marketing Peer Mentor, and the 
Agriculture Education Club. 
 
Treasurer, Matt Ditsch, grew up on his family’s crop 
and beef farm in Cologne, MN. Matt decided to join 
the Gopher Dairy Club in order to learn more about 
the dairy industry. On campus, he’s involved in Alpha 
Gamma Rho Fraternity & Gopher Crops and Soils. 

In Gopher Dairy Club, Matt served as a manager of 
the Gopher Dairy Bar and has participated in Judging 
Contests. Matt is currently majoring in Agricultural 
and Food Business Management & Agricultural 
Communications and Marketing. After graduating 
December, he plans to work as a sales agronomist at a 
cooperative near his hometown.

Reporter, Annie Culbertson, is a senior majoring in 
Agricultural Communications and Marketing from Pine 
Island, MN. After showing her first calf at three-years-
old, she caught the dairy bug fast, so joining GDC 
seemed like an easy decision. In Gopher Dairy Club, 
she has served as both the clothing and social chair.  
Annie is involved in Lambda Delta Phi Sorority and the 
National Agri-Marketing Association. Upon graduation 
in the spring, she hopes to connect her passion for 
communication and marketing, and work with or for 
farmers. 
 
Officer at Large, Luke Werner, is a senior from 
Caledonia, MN, graduating in December. Luke is 
majoring in Animal Science with an emphasis in Dairy 
Science. In high school, Luke worked on a large dairy 
operation, which sparked his interest within the dairy 
industry. In Gopher Dairy Club, Luke enjoyed working 
in the Gopher Dairy Bar each summer.  He is active in 
Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity. After graduation, Luke 
will be working for North Florida Holsteins. 

Congratulations to the 2016-2017 officer team and 
thank you for your service to the Gopher Dairy Club!
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4-H is Proud to 
Support the 

Gopher Dairy Club!  
 
 

Minnesota 4-H would like to 
congratulate the Gopher Dairy Club 
on a great year of programming and 
thank them for co-sponsoring the 
Gopher Dairy Camp!  
 
Gopher Dairy Club members often 
serve as county and state 4-H interns and State Fair 4-H employees, 
helping 4-H youth develop the skills they need to succeed in life.  
 
Thank you Gopher Dairy Club, for helping 4-H provide positive 
youth development and learning experiences for Minnesota youth! 
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A Wonderful Year Serving As Your President
By Lisa Janak, Senior in Animal Science

When I decided to come to the University of 
Minnesota, I knew that I wanted to share my 

passion for the dairy industry with others. There was 
no doubt in my mind, I was going to be a member of 
the Gopher Dairy Club. After being involved in club 
events and activities, I knew I wanted to contribute 
more. I figured the best way to do this was to run for 
an executive position. I was ecstatic and honored to be 
named the 2016-2017 Gopher Dairy Club President. 
Throughout my term as president, I have had great 
support from our club advisor, executive members, 
and of course, the club members themselves to lead 
such a great group of dairy enthusiasts. It has been a 
pleasure to work with the members and alumni that 
remain rooted in the dairy industry, and it is because of 
all these people that the Gopher Dairy Club succeeds 
year after year.  The Gopher 
Dairy Club continues to be one 
of the largest on campus and is 
about 100 members strong. 

World Dairy Expo is always 
a great opportunity to see 
incredible cows, meet Gopher Dairy Club alumni, and 
share club memories at our annual alumni reunion. In 
October, the club also hosts the Fall FFA Invitational 
dairy judging contest and the Food Animal Networking 
Evening. This event continues to grow in both members 
and businesses, as it is a great opportunity for students 
to interact with business professionals in hopes of 
obtaining internships and establishing future careers. 

The spring semester is an extremely busy time of the 
year on the St. Paul campus. Every February, we have 
several members attend ADSA, where students enjoy 
socializing with their peers from colleges around the 
Midwest. As we near the end of February, members 
enjoy spending time at our annual banquet, which 
highlights the accomplishments of the club and its 
members from the past year. The semester does not 
slow down when we hit April, as many members 
participate in MN Royal activities that include, campus 
skits, scavenger hunts, quiz bowl, and the showmanship 
contest. We finish up the spring semester by hosting 

the State FFA dairy cattle 
evaluation contest. This 
would not be possible 
without the many club 
member volunteers and of 
course, the co-chairs. 

Shortly after the school 
year ends, Gopher Dairy 
Club hosts Gopher Dairy 
Camp. The continued 
success of this camp could 
not be accomplished without our incredible camp co-
chairs and the counselors that take time out of their 
summer to help the next Gopher generation. Before 
we know it, summer has past and our members are 

spending the best 12 days of 
summer at the Minnesota State 
Fair. Members are busy filling 
their time at judging contests, 
watching livestock shows, trying 
all the different fried food 
options, and serving the most 

delicious shakes at the Gopher Dairy Bar. Due to our 
dedicated dairy bar managers, all the members who 
worked, and the alumni that continue to support our 
club, we were able to have another very thriving year.
 
Thank you to Dr. Les Hansen for his continued support 
and guidance as he always helped me succeed and 
made sure that every decision I made was in the 
best interest of the club. The Gopher Dairy Club is 
forever thankful for his help and suggestions he has 
provided over the years in order to keep our club 
thriving. Thank you to all the members of the Gopher 
Dairy Club for your enthusiasm and dedication to the 
club, and for allowing me to represent the Gopher 
Dairy Club this past year. Finally, my time as president 
would not have been the same without the support 
and encouragement from the outstanding executive 
team members. It has truly been an honor and an 
unforgettable experience.  
Thank you. 

“We are very fortunate to have 
such ambitious and dedicated 

members that continue to grow 
our club and promote the industry 

that brings us all together.”



2017 Distinguished Service Recipient:
The Riebe Family

By Elise Loveless, Sophomore in Agriculture and Food Business Management

The Riebe Family of Meadow Ridge Jerseys is the 
2017 recipient of the Gopher Dairy Club’s 

Distinguished Service Award. Each year, the Gopher 
Dairy Club presents the Distinguished Service Award 
to deserving members of the dairy community who 
have greatly contributed to the success of the club. 
Meadow Ridge Jerseys is owned by Roger and Darice 
Riebe of Cumberland, WI. They farm together with their 
sons Mike and Mark and their wives. 

The Riebe family has had tremendous success exhibiting 
their Jerseys at the Minnesota State Fair, the Wisconsin 
State Fair, World Dairy Expo, and most importantly for 
the Jersey breed, at the North American International 
Livestock Exposition in Louisville, KY. They have been 
the premier breeder at the Minnesota State Fair 12 
out of 14 years and Premier Breeder and Exhibitor six 
out of the past ten years at the Wisconsin State Jersey 
Show. Since 2008, Meadow Ridge Jerseys has had 46 All 
Breed Access All American Nominations. 

They have won Premier Breeder three times at World 
Dairy Expo and in 2014 and 2016, the Riebe family 
won both the Premier Breeder and Premier Exhibitor 
at the heifer show.

At last year’s show, the Riebe’s doubled the number 
of 1st place blue ribbons compared to the next closest 
exhibitor. This past year, Roger also won the Max 
Gordon recognition award, given to an exhibitor who 
possess the five key elements for which the award got 
its name: sportsmanship, ethics, professionalism, ability, 
and promotion of the Jersey cow at the 2016 North 
American International Livestock Exposition. 

All of the show animals are homebred, a difference that 
sets Meadow Ridge Jerseys apart. No outside help is 
used by the Riebes to prepare their cattle for showing; 
all hoof trimming, clipping, fitting, and showing is done 
by family members. Showing is truly a family affair for 
the Riebe Family! 

At World Dairy Expo this past year, Roger Riebe was 
named the 75th recipient of the Klussendorf Award, 
the highest recognition given to a dairy cattle showman 
in the United States. This award is given in memory of 
Arthur B. Klussendorf, who is considered an outstanding 
showman of his time and a model for all those who 
followed him. 

The Riebe’s have graciously hosted various county 
and collegiate Judging Teams every year, including the 
University of Minnesota for the past 20 years. The 
classes are always of contest quality - both heifers and 
cows - and the family thoroughly enjoys assisting dairy 
youth improve in their judging skills. 

As members of the Gopher Dairy Club, we are always 
delighted to acknowledge exceptional members of the 
dairy industry who have significantly contributed to 
our organization .The Gopher Dairy Club is proud to 
bestow the Riebe Family of Meadow Ridge Jerseys the 
2017 Distinguished Service Award. 
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The Riebe family with their banners from the 
2015 North American International Livestock Exposition. 
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Dr. Dana Allen-Tully is the 2017 recipient of the 
Gopher Dairy Club’s Golden Graduate Award. 

She grew up on a dairy farm near Eyota, MN. Dr. 
Allen-Tully began her college education at the 
University of Minnesota and received a Bachelor of 
Science in Agricultural Business Management. She then 
ventured on to the University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
where she completed a Master of Science in Dairy 
Cattle Nutrition. Dr. Allen- Tully later returned to the 
University of Minnesota to receive her PhD in dairy 
cattle nutrition.

During her undergraduate years, Dr. Allen-Tully was a 
member of the Gopher Dairy Club and the collegiate 
dairy judging team. She also received numerous awards 
and scholarships throughout her collegiate career.

After completing her PhD, she received the 
Congressional Science Fellowship from the Federation 
of Animal Science Societies where she spent one year 

working as the Agriculture Legislative Assistant for 
Congressman Gutknecht in Washington, DC.
In December 2002, Dr. Allen-Tully decided to return 
to her home farm, Gar-Lin Dairy Farms, in Eyota, 
MN. Today, she is in a partnership with her parents 
and brother. She is the Dairy Operations Manager, 
responsible for the day-to-day management of all 
livestock. For last DHIA test, Gar-Lin had 1,939 cows 
with a rolling herd average of 33,458lb milk, 1,204lb fat, 
and 1,012lb protein (3X milking).

Dr. Allen-Tully has successfully led the dairy enterprise 
through expansion while maintaining production and 
profitability standards, provided direct supervision of 
herd health, nutrition and heifer raising programs, all 
while supervising 25 employees. She is also responsible 
for all permitting through MN Pollution Control Agency 
and communication with regulatory bodies.

Dr. Allen-Tully has provided strong leadership as a 
member of the US Dairy Industry’s Sustainability 
Council, which is an important and ongoing initiative 
of DMI (Dairy Management, Inc.). She also has served 
on a host of other advisory committees for the dairy 
industry. Dr. Allen-Tully was a panel member at the 
U.S. Dairy Genetics Workshop two years ago in 
Phoenix, AZ.

Dr. Allen-Tully is married to Dr. James Tully. They served 
as chaperones for the Gopher Dairy Club Senior Trip 
to California in January 2016. She is also very involved 
in her local community. Gar-Lin Dairy has been a 
host farm for the Olmsted County Breakfast on the 
Farm and provides cattle for the Olmsted County Fair 
Miracle of Birth Center.

The Gopher Dairy Club is pleased to have so many 
outstanding alumni. Each year, we are delighted to 
recognize those who have continued to have an impact 
on the dairy industry and our organization. We are 
pleased to recognize Dr. Dana Allen-Tully as the 2017 
recipient of the Golden Graduate Award.

2017 Golden Graduate Recipient:
Dana Allen-Tully

By Elise Loveless, Sophomore in Agriculture and Food Business Management

Dr. Dana Allen-Tully with her husband, Dr. James Tully as 
chaperones for the 2016 Gopher Dairy Club Senior Trip.
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What an Incredible Student Organization!
By Dr. Les Hansen, Gopher Dairy Club Adviser

The Gopher Dairy Club became an organization 
in 1982, and I have served as the club’s adviser 

continuously through its 34-year history.  The club 
conducts monthly meetings eight times each year, and 
that adds up to about 275 monthly meetings over the 
years.  As the club has grown in size – from 30 to 50, 
in the early years, from 80 to more than 100 student 
members in the 2000s – the goal has always been to 
maintain an intimate and a mutually-supportive feel 
to the club.  Definitely, the Gopher Dairy Club has 
successfully maintained its inclusiveness, warmth, and 
relevance for dairy-interest students over the years.

The club uses clearly-defined governance, which has 
been valuable for the development of the leadership 
skills of its members.  The six elected officers of the 
club form an Executive Committee, which appoints and 
oversees highly-effective standing committees with a 
goal, at all times, of providing equitable treatment to all 
the student members of the club.  Concerns that arise 
are quickly addressed.  Tremendous leadership skills are 
developed by student members from their involvement 
in the Gopher Dairy Club.   

Often at universities, the coach of the intercollegiate 
dairy cattle judging team also serves as an adviser for 
the dairy science club – and that has been the case for 
the Gopher Dairy Club and me.  Officially, dairy cattle 
judging teams and dairy science clubs are separate 
extracurricular activities.  However, much overlap exists 
for participation in the two.  The members of the club 
take great pride in the success of the judging teams.  
The dairy cattle judging teams of the University of 
Minnesota are very fortunate that Scott Ellinghuysen 
(18 years) and Alicia Thurk (12 years) continue to serve 
alongside me as coaches.  

We speak of the “Big 3” contests (Harrisburg, Madison, 
and Louisville), which attract university teams from 
throughout the country to compete in dairy cattle 
judging.  Over the past seven years, 21 “Big 3” 
collegiate contests have been held, and the University 
of Minnesota has placed 1st overall in 11 of those 21 
contests.  No other university comes close to that 
record – one other university has placed 1st in three of 
the 21 contests, but no other university has won more 
than a single contest among the 21.  Serving as a coach 
of the dairy cattle judging team each fall is always the 
highlight of my year!  Of course, the success of the dairy 
judging team is totally dependent on the assistance of 
dairy farms that have top registered cattle and host our 
teams each fall, such as this year’s Distinguished Service 
Award recipients – the Roger and Darice Riebe family.       

Alumni of the Gopher Dairy Club – including fellow 
judging coaches Scott Ellinghuysen, Alicia Thurk, as well 
as Golden Graduate Award recipient Dr. Dana Allen-
Tully and senior trip to California chaperones Mike 
Donnelly and Mitch Rosenfeld – contribute enormously 
to the ongoing success of the club. 

The high level of professionalism displayed by members 
of the Gopher Dairy Club while on campus and, 
subsequently, during their careers makes me very proud.  
The club has a national reputation for high-quality 
performance – excellence, competitiveness, integrity, 
and sportsmanship – along with much enjoyment by its 
student members.  I sincerely hope the Gopher Dairy 
Club continues to have a positive impact on the dairy-
interest students and flourishes for many years into the 
future.         



The Topline 2016-2017        9

Associated Milk Producers Inc. (AMPI) -  

a leading Midwest dairy marketing cooperative 

– is looking for team members who share our 

mission and commitment to a job well done. 

Our employees focus on adding value to  

cooperative members’ milk, while working  

toward personal career goals.

• 2,200 member-owners 

• 5.9 billion pounds of milk 

• 10 manufacturing plants 

• More than 1,300  
employees 

• $1.7 billion annual sales 

• Market cheese, butter and 
powdered dairy products

• Serve foodservice,  
retail and food  
ingredient customers

hr@ampi.com Inquire online at: www.ampi.com

ASSOCIATED MILK
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By Dr. Brian Buhr, Dean, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS)

The dairy industry in Minnesota is an economic 
powerhouse. The $4 billion—and growing—

industry is one of the largest in the nation, employing 
thousands and feeding millions every year. A major 
reason for that impressive rank comes down to you.

Let’s just look at the numbers. For the second year in a 
row, the dairy cattle judging team placed first overall in
the National Intercollegiate Contest at the annual 
World Dairy Expo. The team also placed first in 
Ayrshire, second in Holstein, second in red and white, 
and fourth in milking shorthorn. Furthermore, team 
members placed second overall in oral reasons with all 
four team members among the top eight individually.

With outcomes such as that, it’s no wonder the Gopher 
Dairy Club is regarded as among the elite dairy clubs at
universities. You are all a part of a powerhouse.

Your CFANS world-class faculty and relevant hands-on 
experiences are part of what provide you, and the
students who will follow you, with the power to meet 
changing industry and consumer demands. We’re proud 
of the work you’ve done alongside your faculty to 
realize a future with environmentally friendly dairies and
humane ways to treat cows leading to great animal 
health and productivity.

A setting that supports and enhances this kind of 
powerful work is important. During the past 30 years, 
the current dairy facility has served the University 
and state well. Modest upgrades have allowed us to 
extend the facility’s useful lifespan by many years. But 
we all know that a new facility – with cutting edge 
technology and room for future advances – will allow 
us to do more valuable work. And toward that end, 
we’re now partnering with the state of Minnesota, 
Minnesota’s dairy farmers and allied industries to raise 
funding to replace the existing facility to enrich your 
educational experience, and serve the dairy industry 
and consumers through cutting edge research. We’re 
hopeful that with a strong vision and partnership we 
will successfully reach this ambitious goal – just as we 
partner with each of you to achieve your education and 
career goals.

A beautiful new facility in the heart of the Twin Cities 
will allow us to share with new audiences how dairy 
farms work, and build public appreciation for why farms 
and farmers play an important role in everyone’s lives.

I’m confident we have the power to reach that goal. 
Because I’m inspired—by you.

As CFANS students and graduates, you are our best 
ambassadors. Your strong performance and dedication 
in class and through hands-on experiences such as 
those offered in Gopher Dairy Club strengthens our 
reputation and connections with the public.

In my mind, CFANS ’ students are today’s most 
committed and enthusiastic. I’m going to be excited to 
watch each of you take on challenges and opportunities 
in your profession in the dairy industry. We’re here to 
ensure your success and to nurture the next generation 
of technicians, trainers, and dairy farm operators.

You’re Our Power. You’re Our Inspiration



Saige Sulzberger 
recently joined the 

University of Minnesota 
Department of Animal 
Science as the Dairy 
Barn Manager.  A native 
of Iowa, she earned a 
dual bachelor’s degree 
in Animal Science and 
Spanish from Iowa 
State University where 
she gained hands on 
experience with large 
animals. This experience 

influenced her decision to continue on for her master’s 
degree from the Department of Animal Science at the 
University of Illinois. 
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Congratulations to the Gopher Dairy Club on 
another successful year. Those of us in the 

Department of Animal Science recognize your 
achievements and we are extremely proud of you 
and grateful for all that you do to contribute to the 
Department and profession. 

The Department of Animal Science benefits greatly 
from the national and international recognition that 
your successes bring to the Department. Your successes 
are a testament to your exceptional ability and to your 
commitment to the dairy industry.

We are very pleased that you have chosen to further 
your education here in the Department of Animal
Science. Your enthusiasm, excitement and fresh 
perspective invigorate the Department and the
University. 

We take pride in 
the fact that 90% of 
our graduates find 
employment and go on 
to make a significant 
contribution to national 
and international 
agriculture, and we will 
continue to strive to
provide exceptional 
experiential and 
science-based learning 
experiences that will 
allow you to develop
your full potential.

Again, congratulations on a very successful year!

Prior to her position at the University of Minnesota, 
Saige was the Assistant Manager at the University of 
Illinois Research Dairy Farm where she engaged in herd 
health observation and treatment of ill animals, artificial 
insemination with OvSynch Protocol, and milking.
In her current role, Saige is the herd manager 
overseeing about 30 student and full time employees 
and about 120 cows while managing day to day 
operations and assisting in research and teaching. 

Saige has completed her thesis titled, “Effects of clay 
supplementation on rumen environment, metabolism, 
inflammation, and performance in dairy cows.” She also 
has two publications in the Journal of Dairy Science.  

We are excited to welcome Saige Sulzberger to the 
Department of Animal Science and look forward to her 
contributions to the University of Minnesota. 

Featured Department Staff: 
Saige Sulzberger

By Greta Tank, Senior in Agricultural Communications and Marketing

Department of Animal Science 
Congratulates GDC on a Great Year

By Dr. William Dayton, Head of the University of Minnesota Animal Science Department
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KEEPING YOU CLEAN & EFFICIENT
SINCE 1994

   888.438.8683 UDDERTECHINC.COM



The Purdue Dairy Club and Michigan State Dairy 
Club welcomed area schools to Fort Wayne, Indiana 

for the 2016 Midwest Regional American Dairy Science 
Association-Student (ADSA)  Affiliate Division conference.  
Forty members of the Gopher Dairy Club represented the 
University of Minnesota at the annual conference.  

The weekend started Friday afternoon with dairy quiz bowl 
where our senior and junior teams competed with the other 
collegiate teams.  The official start of the weekend was made 
by welcoming all of the schools in attendance with a pizza 
dinner and introduction of the officer team.  Friday evening 
ended with a hypnotist, who started with three of our 
members on stage and ended with five of our members. 

Saturday morning started bright and early with two farm 
tours.  The first was Kuehnurt Dairy, a sixth generation 
Holstein dairy farm, with four Lely milking robots and an ag 
tourism component to the farm.  The students got tours of 
the farm and got to see all aspects of it.  The second farm 
the group toured was Blessing’s Brown Swiss, a family owned 
Brown Swiss farm that has strong bloodlines within the 
Brown Swiss industry.  

Then on Saturday afternoon everyone went to Indiana 
University-Purdue University Fort Wayne for educational 
seminars.  Students selected three out of five seminars to 
attend.  In these sessions, students received presentations 
from industry professionals.  

Everyone returned to the hotel after the seminars to 
prepare for the banquet.  At the banquet, the Gopher Dairy 
Club received recognition for our yearbook and website.

In addition, the University of Minnesota’s very own Mary 
Liebenstein served as the Officer-at-Large.  Another 
University of Minnesota student, Gabriella Sorg, was elected 
as the new Secretary-Treasurer.  The night ended with a lively 
dance. 

The members of the Gopher Dairy Club returned to 
the St. Paul campus with new knowledge and many new 
connections.  We thank the Purdue Dairy Club and the 
Michigan State Dairy Club for hosting a great conference and 
we as a club like forward to next year’s Regional ADSA-SAD 
to be hosted by South Dakota State University 

The University of Minnesota Gopher Dairy Club delegation 
at the 2016 Regional ADSA-SAD Conference. 

Members attended the conference and participated in 
networking sessions, workshops, and enjoyed meeting

 members from dairy clubs across the Midwest.

Gopher Dairy Club members Valerie Earley (left) and 
Greta Thormodson enjoy a tour at Blessing’s Brown Swiss. 

2016 Regional 
ADSA in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana
By Amber Johnson, Senior, Animal Science - 
Industry and Business 
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2016 Gopher Dairy Club Banquet
Co-Chairs Valerie Earley and Lisa Janak.

The 32nd Annual University of Minnesota Gopher 
Dairy Club Recognition Banquet was held on 

February 21, 2016. The gathering brought together 
more than 200 students, parents, alumni, faculty, 
and those in the dairy industry to celebrate the 
achievements of members. The banquet was held at the 
Ramada Plaza Hotel in Minneapolis and showcased club 
events and achievements over the past year. 

The Gopher Dairy Club was pleased to be welcomed 
by Dr. William Dayton, Head of the Department of 
Animal Science, as well as, remarks from Dr. Mike White, 
Associate Dean of the College 
of Food, Agriculture, and Natural 
Resource Sciences. 

The featured speaker was Corey 
Geiger, Managing Editor of Hoard’s 
Dairyman based at Ft. Atkinson, 
WI. In his remarks, Geiger focused 
on the importance of taking on 
new challenges that may not seem 
worthwhile at the time. Geiger 
also spoke about working hard to 
achieve success and not getting 
discouraged if the success doesn’t 
come quickly

The Distinguished Service Award, 
given to a club advocate, volunteer, 
or contributor, was presented to Amy Hazel Loeschke 
of Lanesboro, MN for her contributions to the Gopher 
Dairy Club. Loeschke has been the long-term “food 
lady” for the Gopher Dairy Camp. She is a Gopher 
Dairy Club alumna and completed her master’s degree 
at the University of Minnesota. Loeschke is currently a 
research scientist in the Department of Animal Science 
at the University of Minnesota, and is simultaneously 
meeting requirements for a Ph.D. in dairy cattle genetics. 
Her citation was presented by the club’s Secretary, 
Rachael Rostad, of Wanamingo, MN. 

Dr. Mike Schutz of West Lafayatte, IN received the 
Golden Graduate Award, an award presented to 
a University of Minnesota alumnus who has made 
honorable contributions to the dairy industry. Schutz 
was a founding member of the Gopher Dairy Club 
when it was formed in 1982, and was a member 
of the collegiate dairy cattle judging team. Schutz is 
currently the Associate Dean for Agricultural Extension 
at Purdue University. His citation was presented by 
Dave Lawstuen, a dairy instructor at Northeast Iowa 
Community College. 

The Gopher Dairy Club also had 
the opportunity to recognize 
several exceptional new club 
members. Trent Dado of Amery, 
WI received the 2016 Douglas 
Siem Memorial Scholarship of 
$2,000. In addition, thirteen 
$1,500 new student scholarships 
were awarded to the following 
students: Jordan Agrimson of 
Rushford, MN; Jax Bauer of 
Hayfield, MN; Jake Borst of 
Rochester, MN; Chase DeFrang of 
Plainview, MN; Alyssa Ellinghuysen 
of Altura, MN; Lauren Hendel of 
Caledonia, MN; Morgan Krause 
of Buffalo, MN; Kyle Lawstuen of 
Lanesboro, MN; Haely Leiding 

of Fountain, MN; Kayla Leiding of Fountain, MN; Julia 
Nunes of Chippewa Falls, WI; Joe Ramstad of Forest 
Lake, MN; and Brooke Roberts of Manitowoc, WI.

The banquet provides an excellent opportunity for 
members and attendees to reflect on accomplishments, 
memories, and dairy industry promotion achieved over 
the last year by the Gopher Dairy Club. Many thanks to 
the alumni, faculty, and numerous supporters who help 
maintain its reputation as one of the largest and most 
successful student organizations at the University of 
Minnesota. 

Annual Club Banquet Recognizes 
Members and Industry Leaders

By Lisa Janak, Senior in Animal Science - Industry and Business Management
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The Distinguished Service Award 
presented to Amy Hazel Loeschke (left) 

by Secretary Rachael Rostad.

Ethan Dado received the 
R. W. Touchberry Outstanding Junior 

in Animal Science Award.

Douglas Siem Memorial Award of $2,000 was presented to 
Trent Dado, Amery, WI (center) by Douglas Siem’s parents, 

Richard and Sharon Siem.

The two nominees for the Student Recognition Program 
of National Dairy Shrine were Eric Houdek (left) and 
Mary Leibenstein (right).  Awards were presented by

Gopher Dairy Club alumnus, Craig Betcher.

Mary Liebenstein (left), was announced 
as the Outstanding Senior and Laura 
Jensen was the Outstanding Rookie.

Thirteen new members received $1,500 new student awards from the Gopher Dairy 
Club (L-R): Lauren Hendel, Chase DeFrang, Jax Bauer, Morgan Krause, Brooke Roberts, 

Kayla Leiding, Jake Borst, Alyssa Ellinghuysen, Haely Leiding, Joe Ramstad,
Jordan Agrimson, Julia Nunes, and Kyle Lawstuen.

Golden Graduate Award went to Dr. Mike 
Schutz (right) and his oral citation
was presented by Dave Lawstuen.
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The 2016 North American Intercollegiate Dairy Challenge 
was held April 7-9 in Syracuse, NY.  

The four senior members of the Dairy Challenge team include 
(l-r) Eric Houdek, Mary Liebenstein, Wyatt Smith, and Bret Otte. 

Pictured with coach Marcia Endres, center. 

Each year during spring semester, four students 
focusing on dairy science travel to the North 

American Intercollegiate Dairy Challenge to compete 
against schools from across the country as they 
evaluate a dairy and present their findings and 
recommendations. The 2016 challenge was held April 
7-9 in Syracuse, NY.  The North American Dairy 
Challenge was established in 2002 as a management 
contest to incorporate all phases of a specific dairy 
business.

In 2013, the Dairy Challenge Academy was formed to 
offer networking and an emphasis more on education 
than competition. Schools are invited to bring more 
than a four-person team. This year’s Dairy Challenge 
team consisted of four seniors Eric Houdek, Wyatt 
Smith, Bret Otte, and Mary Liebenstein.

During the competition, teams are evaluated on 
their ability to identify main areas of opportunity for 
the farm to improve on, their ability to justify their 
recommendation, and the financial knowledge to back 
up how the recommendation can economically benefit 
the producer.

By Mary Liebenstein, Gopher Dairy Club Alumna 

On the first day of the contest, members analyzed the 
records provided for the dairy to determine possible 
areas of opportunity. The next day, the students traveled 
to the dairy farm where they were given maps and a 
short time limit to collect all information they would 
need. Each team member focuses on one or two 
areas that they are proficient in to determine potential 
opportunities and recommendations for that area. 

Upon return to the hotel, they are given 20 minutes to 
ask questions of the producers. The afternoon is spent 
preparing the presentation, before it must be turned in 
later that evening. During the evening, team members 
bonded while playing “Minute to Win It” games against 
other teams. Presentations are given the following 
morning to a panel of judges who evaluate the team’s 
recommendations. This past year’s team earned second 
place out of eight in their division.

Not only did this experience allow members to 
showcase their team work and problem solving abilities 
but also presentation skills. It also provided networking 
opportunities to meet company representatives that 
may lead to interviews for future employment.

North American Intercollegiate
Dairy Challenge



“Living Democracy through Friendship” 

St. Paul’s Greek Sorority 

Sisterhood  Academics  Community 

1381 North Cleveland Ave 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

lambdadeltaphi-umn.com 



In April 2016, the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul 
campus celebrated 100 years of Minnesota Royal. 

This event, often described as “St. Paul’s Homecoming 
Week,” continued its legacy of entertainment, 
competition, and memories for all participating. The 
Gopher Dairy Club was well represented by its 
membership during the week. The club’s participation 
was coordinated by MN Royal Representative Amber 
Johnson, and was represented in the royalty contest by 
Dane Thompson and Johanna Knorr. 

Starting the week’s festivities was the skits competition, 
in which Gopher Dairy Club’s jokes sent quite a ripple 
through the room. The next night members pitted their 
brains against other teams’ as they competed in the 
Quiz Bowl competition. The Milkmaid contest was a 
highlight of the week in many ways, as club members 
sang a new rendition of a 1972 Carly Simon hit, 
rewritten to “You’re so Dane,” done in honor of Dairy 
Club’s MN Royal King candidate, and much loved senior, 
Dane Thompson. 

Once again, MN Royal attendees were thrilled to listen 
to a concert from the legendary Johnny Holm Band, 
which brings all of campus together in a mutual love 
of dancing and country music. During the halftime of 
the concert, MN Royal King and Queen were named. 
Gaining the crown were King Thomas Leopold and 
Queen Rachael Rostad, a longtime member and leader 
in Gopher Dairy Club. 

Wrapping up the week was the showmanship contest. 
A beautiful day for a show, Saturday brought many 
alumni and friends to campus. This event showcases the 
showmanship skills of experts and challenges many to 
try showing a new species, or to show an animal for 
the first time. Gopher Dairy Club members had the 
time of their lives, and are already looking forward to 
participating in the 101st year of Minnesota Royal!

100 Years Gone by for Minnesota Royal
By Johanna Knorr, Senior in Animal Science & Agricultural and Food Business Management

Pictured above are 
Gopher Dairy Club’s 

Royalty representatives 
Johanna Knoor and 
Dane Thompson. 

Left is the club’s MN 
Royal Representative, 

Amber Johnson. 
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Queen Candidate Johanna Knoor
participates in the milk-maid contest. 

University President Eric Kaler gave 
remarks at the showmanship contest. 

GDC members participate in the tug-of-
war competition at the ag-olympics.

Gopher Dairy Club members dress up and preform their song remix as part 
of the Minnesota Royal Milkmaid Contest Competition. This year’s remix was a 1972 Carly Simon hit 

rewritten to “You’re So Dane,” done in honor of the club’s King candidate Dane Thompson. 

Above, Chase DeFrang participates in the 
showmanship contest for Gopher Dairy Club. 

Trevor Otte gives his best bird impersonation during 
the animal calling contest at ag-olympics. 
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Advertisement
“We, the members of Delta 

Theta Sigma Fraternity, in order 
to promote agriculture, to secure 
a higher degree of scholarship, 

to foster the spirit of brotherhood 
in our vocation, and to ensure 

social and cultural unity do 
promote our organization to 

the fulfillment of these ideals.” 



Every spring, students in Dr. Anthony Seykora’s 
Introduction to Animal Science class participate in 

the Annual Showmanship Contest. For many students, it 
is an enjoyable way to apply what they have learned in 
the classroom and while training their dairy heifer. The 
showmanship contest is also a great way to provide 
students of all different experience levels, including 
many Gopher Dairy Club members, the opportunity to 
prepare a heifer for the show ring.

At the start of the spring semester, students had their 
first hands-on experience with the heifers. This hands-
on experience included: dehorning, giving vaccinations, 
and recording measurements and weight. Later in the 
semester, students also had the opportunity to freeze 
brand the heifer they were going to show.

Once introductory material was covered, students were 
assigned to groups and were given a heifer to train and 
prepare for the showmanship contest. These groups 
were filled with a variety of skill levels, which helped 
students work together and learn from one another. 
Each group worked together to halter break their heifer, 

as well as, learned how to properly clip their heifer for 
the show ring.

On the day of the showmanship contest, students 
prepared for the show ring by first washing their heifer. 
Over the course of the evening, students then had the 
opportunity to compete against their peers of the same 
experience level. These experience levels ranged from 
no prior show experience to very experienced. The 
judges for this year’s contest were Brad Rugg and Eric 
Houdek.  The judges evaluated the students based on 
their knowledge of the heifer, as well as, their showing 
abilities. Both judges ensured that this was an enjoyable 
and educational experience.

Thank you to Dr. Anthony Seykora and his wife, 
Rel, for preparing the barbecue and for making the 
showmanship contest a memorable experience for all!

As a freshman, Gopher Dairy Club member, Dan Hayes
exhibited a calf. Hayes, as well as other students participating 

in the showmanship contest, worked with their animal 
throughout the semester in order to prepare for the show.

Annual Animal Science BBQ
By Amber Caffety, Sophomore in Animal Science - Pre-Vet Emphasis

One of the judges for the contest was then senior 
Eric Houdek. As a judge, Houdek evaluated students

 based on their knowledge of the heifer and 
their ability to show the animal.
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Each spring, FA Members participate in the Minnesota FFA 
State Judging Contest. Below, members Ellen Sheehan and 

Amber Johnson highlight score cards and senior Crystal Siemers- 
Peterman takes reasons. 

As a sea of blue jackets engulf the University of 
Minnesota Saint Paul campus, many students are 

reminded of their adventures in blue and gold – trying 
new speaking contests or career development events 
(CDE). The Gopher Dairy Club was excited to host 
Minnesota FFA for the Dairy Cattle Evaluation and 
Dairy Cattle Handling CDE. For the Dairy Judging CDE, 
more than 230 kids and 58 teams joined us at the Lee 
& Rose Warner Coliseum on April 25, 2016.

Participants started the morning with a team activity 
that included a dairy knowledge quiz and DHIA herd 
sheet evaluation. Next, contestants were invited down 
to the coliseum floor to begin the individual portion of 
the contest. Participants judged two calf classes and four 
cow classes. In addition, students completed a pedigree 
analysis, sire evaluation, and two sets of reasons.

The contest was officiated by senior GDC members, 
Nate Donnay, Eric Houdek, and Austin Davis, who had 
great success at the collegiate dairy judging contests 

last fall. Tanner Morrison from Rushford-Peterson, Emily 
Benrud from Goodhue, and Caleb Vinkemeier from 
Norwood-Young America placed first, second, and 
third respectively. The winning team was from St. Peter. 
Team members included Nick Seitzer, Emily Annexstad, 
Matthias Annexstad, and Leif Annexstad.

While students were participating in the dairy judging 
CDE, FFA members were competing for the top dairy 
showman award in the Dairy Handling CDE. Almost 
30 contestants paraded cows and calves around the 
rings for the judging contest. They were evaluated on 
appropriate dress, personal demeanor, and animal 
handling skills. The showmanship contest was judged by 
Crystal Siemers-Peterman and Gabriella Sorg. The 2016 
top dairy showman was Ben Donnay from Glenco-
Silver Lake.

A big thank you to all members who helped make this 
contest run smoothly. We are excited to work with FFA 
members in future years.

Gopher Dairy Club Helps Hosts the 
Minnesota State FFA Spring Contest

By Laura Jensen, Junior, Animal Science-Dairy Production

GDC members are responsible for all aspects of the contest. 
Club members take reasons, clip, wash, and transport cattle and 
organize classes. Below, co-chair Ethan Dado announces classes. 
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The Gopher Dairy Club hosted 43 teams and 200 
FFA members for the FFA Fall Invitational on 

October 4, 2016, at the CHS Miracle of Birth Center 
on the Minnesota State Fair Grounds. This contest is 
an important learning experience for Minnesota FFA 
members. Participants develop critical evaluation skills 
and polish public speaking skills. Members clipped and 
washed animals before the contest. On the day of the 
contest, club members registered teams, marked cards, 
lead animals, and took reasons. 

The contest consisted of two calf classes and four 
cow classes. Additionally, contestants completed a sire 
selection class, pedigree and type combination class, and 
a set of oral reasons. Officials for the contest were Tony 
Seykora, professor of Animal Science at the University 
of Minnesota, and Kayla Leiding of the University of 
Minnesota Dairy Judging Team. Stillwater FFA won the 
contest by 52 points. Coming in second was Chisago 
Lakes, and HLWW took third. The high individual was 
Jacob Twohey from Stewartville FFA.

Congratulations to everyone who participated. Thank 
you to all GDC members who volunteered at this 
event. The Gopher Dairy Club looks forward to hosting 
Minnesota FFA members again next fall!

Above, GDC members lead cows during the contest. Below, 
freshman Sierra Swanson takes reasons and club members 

organize FFA team packets. 

Gopher Dairy Club members check-in teams from across 
the state. The club hosted 43 teams comprising 200 FFA 
members during the 2016 FFA Fall Invitational held in

 early October at the CHS Miracle of Birth Center 
on the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. 

Blue Jackets, Cows, and Competition 
at 2016 FFA Fall Invitational 

By Laura Jensen, Junior, Animal Science-Dairy Production

Above, sophomore Haely Leiding leads a cow during the 
contest, one of the many responsibilities of club members . 



The Summer 
Camp With Cows

Above, campers visited the Miron Family Dairy Farm. 

By Nicole Krumrie, Senior in Agriculture 
Communication and Marketing

The 12th annual Gopher Dairy Camp kicked off on 
June 12 on the University of Minnesota St. Paul 

Campus. Fifty-four youth in grades 6-9 from Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and North Dakota took part in the three-
day camp. They had an opportunity to gain skills in 
showing dairy cattle, further their knowledge about the 
dairy industry, and make new friendships. 

Camp started with the campers learning different 
showmanship techniques from Katy Drinkall and a 
chance to play icebreaker games. During this time, the 
campers were able to compete or do odd tasks to 
earn additional “Moo money” to be used in the Gopher 
Gold Auction later that evening, where they would 
purchase the calf they would use for the rest of the 
camp. Jeff “Balc” Balcom made sure the campers had a 
fun and exciting time during the Gopher Gold Auction.  
Monday morning started with the Accelerated Genetics 
Fitting Workshop.  Dr. Bob Horton, from Ohio State 
University, returned to camp this year to teach campers 
about dairy foods. After lunch, campers were able to 
apply the fitting skills they learned to prep their calves 
for the showmanship contest. The contest was held 
in the Livestock Pavilion and was judged by Jane Esch 
and Tyler Otte.  After the contest concluded, everyone 
headed to CHS Field to enjoy the St. Paul Saints game. 

Tuesday activities began with workshops on dairy 
genetics and dairy judging put on by Britney Shonka-
Martin and counselors Dane Thompson and Eric 
Houdek. After the workshops, campers were able 
to have lunch at Land O’Lakes to learn more 
about the company. In the afternoon, campers had 
the opportunity to tour Poplar Hill Goat Farm, a 
milking goat farm and the Miron Family Dairy Farm. 
Camp ended with an awards banquet that included 
recognition of the top showmen and camp awards.

Gopher Dairy Camp would not be possible without the 
help of many people including: our counselors, alumni 
co-chairs, speakers, food service, and our generous 
sponsors: Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association, 
Minnesota 4-H Foundation, CHS Foundation, 
Minnesota Farm Bureau, UdderTech, CFANS Student 
Board, Minnesota Select Sires, First District, AMPI, Ag 
Star, Munson Lakes Nutrition, Accelerated Genetics, 
Plainview Milk Products Cooperative, Semex, United 
Farmers Cooperative, MN Farmers Union, Riverview 
Dairy, Mycogen, and Hastings Cooperative Creamery.  
Thank you for another successful Gopher Dairy Camp!

Over 50 youth participated in the 2016 Gopher Dairy Camp!

Attendees toured two farms during camp. 
Here, campers visited Popular Hill Goat Farm. 
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Alumnus Tyler Otte was one of two judges for the showmanship 
contest held in the Livestock Pavilion.

Michael Schmitt, Gopher Dairy Club alumnus, helped camp 
attendees prepare their animals for the showmanship contest. 

On Tuesday afternoon, campers applied their fitting skills and prepared their calf for the showmanship contest. 
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Meet the most advanced alfalfa.
The breakthrough technology of HarvXtra® alfalfa 
with Roundup Ready® Technology gives you more 
flexibility in cutting management than 
conventional alfalfa.

Now, you have options:
     •  Delay harvest to maximize yield potential 
         while maintaining good forage digestibility or
     •  Harvest for superior forage digestibility.

Get ready to unlock greater possibilities in your 
stand. For more information, contact your 
local retailer or visit croplan.com/alfalfa

12345678 9 

Yield

Persistence

Feed Quality

Grazing Tolerance

Baled Hay (Drydown)

Haylage (Regrowth)

Multifoliate Alfalfa
Fall Dormancy: 4.0
Winterhardiness: 2.0

HVX DRIVER
Maximize harvest flexibility with 

superior yield potential and 

forage digestibility potential in 

one package.

Exceptional ability to perform well 

across multiple geographies.

Rapid regrowth after cutting with 

excellent stand persistence.

For the 2017 growing season, growers must direct any product produced from HarvXtra® Alfalfa with Roundup Ready® Technology seed or crops (including hay and hay products) to US domestic use only. It is a violation of 
national and international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted. Growers should talk to their product purchaser to confirm their buying position for this 
product. ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Roundup Ready® crops contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup® brand agricultural herbicides. Roundup® 
brand agricultural herbicides will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Genuity Design®, Genuity Icons, Genuity®, Roundup Ready® and Roundup® are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC, used under license by 
Forage Genetics International, LLC. Because of factors outside of WinField’s control, such as weather, applicator factors, etc., results to be obtained, including but not limited to yields, financial performance, or profits, 
cannot be predicted or guaranteed by WinField. Actual results may vary. HarvXtra® is a registered trademark of Forage Genetics International, LLC. HarvXtra® Alfalfa with Roundup Ready® Technology is enabled with 
Technology from The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, Inc. CROPLAN is a registered trademark of Winfield Solutions, LLC. Stamina is a registered trademark of BASF Corporation. © 2016 Winfield Solutions, LLC.

HVX HARVATRON
Improve harvest flexibility for 

superior forage digestibility. Or, 

increase yield potential while 

maintaining good forage digestibility.

Exceptional wet soil disease 

resistance.

High resistance to Aphanomyces 

root rot disease, races 1 and 2.

Multifoliate Alfalfa
Fall Dormancy: 3.9
Winterhardiness: 2.1
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Feed Quality
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Baled Hay (Drydown)

Haylage (Regrowth)
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Club Supports 
8th Annual 
Minnesota 4-H 
Dairy Showcase

Sunday August 28, 2016 marked the Eighth 
Annual Minnesota 4-H Dairy Showcase at the 

Minnesota State Fair. The Minnesota 4-H Dairy Project 
Development Committee together with the Minnesota 
Livestock Breeders Association run the Minnesota 4-H 
Dairy Showcase, which recognizes the top 25 4-H dairy 
project youth in Minnesota. 

The youth are evaluated on a point system, which 
includes a leadership profile they complete about 
their participation in dairy related, school, community, 
and church activities. Youth also complete two essay 
questions highlighting the impact dairy has had on their 
lives and their knowledge of the dairy industry.

Additionally, points are given for participation 
and success in 4-H dairy quiz bowl, dairy judging, 
showmanship, and dairy interviews at the state fair. 
Dairy participants are also recognized for their success 
in the show ring, as they must earn a blue ribbon or 
higher to be considered for the dairy showcase. 

This year, five Gopher Dairy Club members had the 
honor of being finalists including first place winner 
Haely Leiding. Additionally, Kayla Leiding placed 5th, 
Lauren Hendel placed 10th, Emily Annexstad placed 
13th, and Sierra Swanson placed 22nd. Each finalist 
received a scholarship, starting at $1,100 for the 25th 
placed finalist. 

More than $37,000 were awarded in total, thanks to 
the generous support of donors. The Gopher Dairy 
Club was considered a tanker donor this year, with their 
contribution of $3,500.

Thank you to all of the sponsors for your generosity 
in choosing to support the Minnesota 4-H Dairy 
Showcase. Through your help, Minnesota dairy youth 
are given the opportunity to showcase their passion 
and dedication to the dairy industry. 

If you would like to help support the Minnesota 4-H 
Dairy Showcase by being a sponsor, please contact 
Steve Pooch at (651) 323- 4210 or steve.pooch@
mnstatefair.org

Gopher Dairy Club president,  Lisa Janak,  presented 
Kendra Waldenburger with the 2nd place award.

By Emily Annexstad, Freshman in 
Animal Science & Agriculture 
Communications and Marketing

Five of the 25 recipients are members of Gopher Dairy Club. 
Pictured are recipients (l-r) Haely Leiding, Emily Annextad,  

Lauren Hendel, and Kayla Leiding. 
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The 2016 Minnesota State Fair ran from August 25 
to September 5 and had record yearly attendance 

of over 1.9 million people. Many of the Gopher Dairy 
Club members joined in on the fun as well as helped 
serve milk and shakes at the Gopher Dairy Bar. 

New this year was the addition of mint as a permanent 
flavor. It had been featured in 2014 and 2015, and its 
popularity made it a valuable addition to the shake 
flavor line up, which also included vanilla, chocolate, and 
strawberry.  To commemorate this, the traditional “I’m 
a Dairy Bartender” t-shirts, which are worn by club 
members in the Dairy Bar, were colored mint green. 

Another new addition was a brand new shake machine, 
purchased to replace an old, unreliable machine. 
In 12 days of the Minnesota State Fair, the Gopher 
Dairy Bar used: 750 hours of labor, 800 cases of shake 
mix, and 730 gallons of milk. These inputs served 47,000 
shakes and 7,900 glasses of milk. 

The Gopher Dairy Bar has been appreciative to receive 
sponsorship from Land O’ Lakes for the past several 
years. The club proudly serves exclusively Land O’ Lakes 
dairy products, and is gratified to frequently hear from 
customers that the Gopher Dairy Bar serves the “best 
shakes at the Fair!” Thanks Land O’ Lakes!

Most importantly, the Gopher Dairy Bar gives club 
members the opportunity to develop customer service 
skills, share their knowledge and passion for dairy 
products and the industry that produces them, and to 
work as a team to financially sustain the club’s activities. 
No doubt, customers return year after year because of 
the club’s delicious products and the fun atmosphere 
provided by the staff. Thanks for another great year! We 
cannot wait to see what 2017 will bring!

Gopher Dairy Bar: Always a Fair Favorite 
By Johanna Knorr, Senior in Animal Science & Agricultural and Food Business Management

Above left, junior Jenny Moran takes orders while sophomores Brenna Werner (top left) and Elise Loveless (top right) serve shakes. 
Sophomore Alexis Giangrande (bottom right) keeps busy with the line of customers. 
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The Gopher Dairy Bar would not be possible without the hard work of our managers. Serving as managers in the 2016 Dairy Bar 
were: (from left) senior managers, Matt Ditsch and Johanna Knorr and junior managers, Fred Mansfield and Mike Slater. 

The Gopher Dairy Club extends our gratitude for the 6th annual sponsorship of $10,000. 

As a leading company in the dairy industry, we are proud to display Land O’Lakes 
signage throughout our Dairy Bar and serve their products! Thank you!

      

Over 1.9 million people attended the 2016 MN State Fair 
contributing to another successful year for the Gopher Dairy Bar! 

Above, club member Matt Stellfplug organizes spoons 
and Rachel Stark serves shakes for customers.

Thank You Land O’Lakes!



On Wednesday evening the 4-Hers enjoyed a farewell 
dance with their new dairy friends from throughout 
the United States and Canada.  A pizza party and 
reminiscing lasted well into the morning hours.  In 
addition to all of the friendships gained, the conference 
was a great opportunity for the delegates to learn 
leadership skills and be exposed to the many career 
opportunities that the dairy industry has to offer. 

The Minnesota delegation was financially supported 
by the Gopher Dairy Club, CHS Inc., Midwest Dairy 
Association, MN Corn Growers, Ag Star, Minnesota Milk 
Producers, DuPont Pioneer, Semex, Select Sires, and the 
Upper Midwest Dairy Industry Association.
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Twenty-two Minnesota 4-H dairy youth attended 
the 62nd National 4-H Dairy conference October 

2 through October 6, 2016 at Madison, WI.  The junior 
and senior high school students were chosen to attend 
based on their accomplishments in the 4-H dairy 
project, leadership activities, and their passion for the 
dairy industry.  

Upon arrival at the Lowell Center on the University of 
Wisconsin Campus, the Minnesota 4-H’ers exchanged 
state pins and got acquainted with approximately 150 
outstanding 4-H dairy delegates from 27 other states 
and three Canadian provinces.   The mixer was followed 
by a banquet and inspirational speaker.  The delegates 
were treated to a banquet and a nationally known 
speaker for every meal throughout the conference.

Busses departed at 8:30 a.m. Monday morning for 
tours of ABS Global, Hoard’s Dairyman Magazine 
Headquarters, Hoard’s Dairyman Farm (Guernseys and 
Jerseys), Nasco International, and the National Dairy 
Shrine Museum at Fort Atkinson.

On Tuesday morning, delegates were kept busy with 
educational seminars related to dairy industry issues, 
becoming a dairy advocate on social media, and dairy 
food chemistry.  Tuesday afternoon, students boarded 
the bus for the always popular Carve Brothers Farm 
and Homestead cheese plant.  After viewing the cows, 
the delegates enjoyed an “old fashioned Wisconsin 
barbecue” and career fair.

Wednesday morning was filled with education 
workshops on the UW campus on dairy management, 
dairy foods, reproduction, biotech, finance, and nutrition.  
At noon, the delegates again boarded the bus; but this 
time the designation was the World Dairy Expo to 
attend a luncheon in their honor and view the many 
commercial exhibits and best show cattle in the world.  

Investing in Dairy Youth Through
National 4-H Dairy Conference

By Dr. Tony Seykora, Professor of Animal Science

2016 Minnesota National 
4-H Dairy Conference Delegation

Back row (l-r): Madison Olson, Abby Grimm, Grace Pehrson, 
Theresa Orton, Anna Vold and Paige Nelson

Middle row (l-r): Kate Spadgenske, Lukas Pierson, 
CJ Sachs, Coltin Wingert, Carter Herbst, Brad Kubes, 

Logan Potthoff, Isaac Nelson, Jacob Pehrson, 
Judd Saemrow and Crystal Portner

Front row (l-r): Cady McGehee, Rel Seykora (chaperone), 
Alicia Sandberg, Madison Krueger, Autumn Petterson, 

Kira Quam and Val Sauder



The 67th National Dairy Shrine (NDS) Awards 
Banquet was held on October 6, 2016 in Madison, 

WI at the World Dairy Expo. Each year, the National 
Dairy Shrine honors dairy producers, breeders and 
industry leaders who have made a sizeable impact 
on the dairy industry. The National Dairy Shrine also 
sponsors scholarships to recognize college students 
who will become the dairy leaders of tomorrow. Once 
again, several members of the Gopher Dairy Club were 
honored with scholarships from the National Dairy 
Shrine. Past member, Mary Liebenstein, claimed the top 
award in the Student Recognition Award Scholarship 
($2,000). 

Liebenstein was also a recipient for the NDS Kildee 
Graduate Scholarship of $1,500. Gopher Dairy Club 
had five members win a National Dairy Shrine & Dairy 
Management Inc. Scholarship. In the Milk Marketing & 
Dairy Products Scholarship, senior, Annie Culbertson, 
and juniors, Ethan Dado and Gabriella Sorg, all received 
$1,000. In the Education & Communication Scholarship 

division, Crystal Siemers-Peterman and Jeni Haler were 
both respectively awarded $1,000. 

To add to the achievements, Trevor Otte and Johanna 
Knorr were both awarded $1,000 for the Junior Merit 
Scholarship. In the Sophomore Merit Scholarship, Laura 
Jensen received the top award of $1,500. Sophomores, 
Trent Dado and Haely Leiding, both were Maurice Core 
Scholarship recipients and received $1,000 respectively. 
Freshman Rachel Coyne received a $1,500 McCullough 
Scholarship, while Crystal Siemers-Peterman was 
awarded the National Dairy Shrine & McKown 
Scholarship of $1,500. Crystal Siemers-Peterman was 
also presented a $1,500 Klussendorf scholarship. 

Together, these twelve members were honored with 
a humbling amount of $18,500 in awards. We are very 
proud of their achievements and are glad to have them 
as part of our club. Thank you to the National Dairy 
Shrine for providing these opportunities for students 
and congratulations to all the award winners. 

Current members receiving National Dairy Shrine scholarships included 
(l-r) Annie Culbertson, Crystal Siemers-Peterman, Rachel Coyne, Ethan Dado,  

Gabriella Sorg, Trent Dado, Haely Leiding, and Johanna Knorr. 
Not pictured are club members Jeni Haler, Laura Jensen, and Trevor Otte. 

Alumna Mary Liebenstein received 
a Student Recognition Award 

Scholarship and the NDS
Kildee Graduate Scholarship.

The 67th Annual 
National Dairy Shrine Awards

By Haely Leiding, Sophomore in Agricultural Education
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Back row (l-r): Tanner Morrison, Jake Siewert, Martyn Novacek
Middle row (l-r): Rachel Weidmayer, Sierra Swanson, Erica Sun
Front row (l-r): Emily Annexstad, Rachel Coyne, Megan Slater

Fr
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Back row (l-r): Loren Dauer, Brady Bobendrier, Jake Borst, Matt Stellpflug
Middle back row (l-r): Chase DeFrang, Jordan Agrimson, Alexis Giangrande, 

Trent Dado, Mike Slater, Krista Styer, Allison Forbord, Joe Ramstad
Middle front row (l-r): Megan McMahon, Brenna Werner, Julia Nunes, Amber Cafferty, Morgan Krause, Kyle Lawstuen

Front row (l-r): Haely Leiding, Elise Loveless, Mikayla McDonald, Lauren Hendel, Brooke Roberts, Elizabeth Theis, Kayla Leiding
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Back row (l-r): Austin Schmitt, Jenny Moran, Brandon Thurk, Rachel Stark, Lance Sexton
Front row (l-r): Laura Jensen, Gabriella Sorg, Mariah Daninger, Breannca Bussert

Back row (l-r): Amber Johnson, Audrey Lane, Ethan Dado, Matt Ditsch, Crystal Siemers-Peterman, Kayla Brown
Middle row (l-r): Rachel Pappenfus, Deanna Kanne, Luke Werner, Lisa Janak, Greta Tank, Greta Thormodson

Front row (l-r): Christyn Hokanson, Annie Culbertson, Brielle Hauge, Nicole Krumrie
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Juniors
Seniors
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The first week in October marks one of the most 
exciting and anticipated times of the year for many 

in the dairy industry, World Dairy Expo. Those involved 
in the dairy industry gather in Madison, WI, for a large 
trade show that helps share the latest and greatest 
innovation and technologies in agriculture, one of the 
greatest cow shows in the United States, as well as 
other competitions for producers and youth.  This year 
was even more exciting as it was the 50th anniversary 
of World Dairy Expo.  

Every year, the University of Minnesota Gopher Dairy 
Club hosts an excellent Alumni Reunion event on 
Friday of World Dairy Expo at the Coliseum Bar and 
Grill. Past club members, proud Gopher Alumni, and 
industry members with relations to the club and the 
University gather to network, reconnect, and reminisce 
with one another, as well as celebrate what the club 
and its members have accomplished in the past year. 

With tasty food and excellent company, a great time is 
always had by all.

This year, members of the club had a lot to celebrate 
from the week’s events because the University of 
Minnesota Dairy Cattle Judging Team celebrated yet 
another win in the National Dairy Judging contest! 
Members of the team included Gabriella Sorg, Crystal 
Siemers-Peterman, Ethan Dado, and Dane Thompson.  
Additionally, some of our members of Gopher Dairy 
Club saw success on the colored shavings.  

Gopher Dairy Club is extremely fortunate to have not 
only great members, but great alumni and connections 
with other industry professionals. As club members 
continue to excel in their activities, and alumni continue 
to be leaders in the industry, the Alumni Reunion 
also continues to grow. We look forward to seeing 
everyone at World Dairy Expo next year!

This year, the coliseum had gold shavings to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the World Dairy Expo. 

50th Annual World Dairy Expo 
Brings Together Students & Alumni

By Amber Johnson, Senior in Animal Science – Industry and Business
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Gopher Dairy Club members 
read last year’s edition of the 

club yearbook, The Topline. 

Nicole Krumrie, Gabriella Sorg, 
and Lisa Janak guide attendees

to the reception area. 

Dane Thompson, Mike Donnelly, 
Crystal Siemers-Peterman, and 
Jesse Heitke reminisce at the

World Dairy Expo alumni reunion. 



The Gopher Dairy Club hosted its 5th annual Food 
Animal Networking Evening (FANE) on October 

19, 2016 at the Ramada Plaza Hotel in Minneapolis, MN. 

This evening offers students the opportunity to net-
work with business representatives while searching for 
an internship this summer or a full time position to start 
their career out of college. This was followed by a brief 
evening program and a sit down dinner where business 
representatives and students had the opportunity to 
talk in a more relaxed atmosphere.

Each of the last five years, FANE has continued to grow 
and this year there was a total of 82 students and 26 
businesses in attendance. An invitation was extended to 
only those students involved in the Agricultural Edu-
cation Club, Block & Bridle Club, Gopher Dairy Club, 
Gopher Poultry Science Club, or Pre-Vet Club.

After dinner, there was a brief program with introduc-
tions given by the chair, Austin Schmitt, and assistant 
chair, Trent Dado, followed by two presentations. The 
presentations were given by two senior Gopher Dairy 

Club members, Crystal Siemers-Peterman and Ethan 
Dado. Siemers- Peterman talked about her experiences 
with internships and what students look for in a com-
pany before deciding whether or not to work for them. 
Dado facilitated a discussion encouraging representa-
tives and students at each table to talk about what the 
businesses are looking for in an employee. 

A student who attended the event said, “Overall, I 
thought it went great. It was very professional.” Another 
student said, “I really enjoyed this event and the oppor-
tunities behind it.” The business professionals were also 
impressed by the event this year in saying, “Best one 
yet! Professional students with great questions.” Another 
professional said, “Very nice event, I look forward to it 
every year.”

With another year of success and improvements, we 
are already looking forward to planning the event next 
year while it continues to grow. This year’s success 
would not have been possible if not for the help and 
effort from the event committee. 

Students from the Agricultural Education Club, Block & Bridle Club, Gopher Poultry Science Club, 
Pre-Vet Club, and Gopher Dairy Club enjoyed the networking experience. 

The 5th Annual 
Food Animal Networking Evening

By Austin Schmitt, Junior in Animal Science - Dairy Production
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Along with an increase in the number of students, 
we are increasing the diversity of businesses which 
attend our event. The businesses in attendance this 
year included:

• Accelerated Genetics
• ADM
• Agropur
• Agstar
• All American Co-op
• Associated Milk Producers, Inc. (AMPI)
• Boehrigner Ingelhiem Vetmedica
• broadhead.
• Centra Sota
• Christensen Farms
• Dow AgroSciences/Mycogen Seeds
• DuPont Pioneer
• Elanco
• FLM+
• Holden Farms
• Jennie-O Turkey
• Land O’Lakes
• Minnesota Farm Bureau
• Minnesota Milk Producers
• Minnesota Pork Producers
• Select Sires
• TIMAB
• Select Sires
• United Farmers Co-op
• Vita Plus
• Wakefield Pork

Austin Schmitt, Event Chair, kicked off dinner with 
introductions and an overview of the evening. 

Gopher Dairy Club alumna, Kelsey Schwartz, talks to current 
Gopher Dairy Club member, Kayla Mulhern. 

Gopher Dairy Club alumus, Andrew Hetke discusses 
internships with member Sam Riebel. 
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Shaking Off the Dust
By Trent Dado, Sophomore in Animal Science-Science Emphasis

Many students came to the University of Minnesota 
for the outstanding academics, Big10 experience, 

or to follow a family tradition. Yet, some come for more 
peculiar reasons. Such is the case for eight current 
sophomores, they came for dairy judging. 

These sophomores, including, Alyssa Groskopf, Lauren 
Hendel, Haely Leiding, Kayla Leiding, Julia Nunes, Brooke 
Roberts, Trent Dado, and Krista Styer, were given the 
opportunity to travel with the Junior and Senior dairy 
judging team as they traveled to elite dairy herds in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Many sophomores, coming into collegiate dairy judging, 
have not judged outside of 4-H and FFA. Thus, there 
was plenty of room for growth and improvement. From 
training the eye to “see” cows again, to breaking old 
habits within oral reasons, there was a lot of dust to 
shake off. However, thanks to coaches, Dr. Les Hansen, 
Scott Ellinghuysen, Alicia Thurk, and Eric Houdek, it did 
not take too long to improve. 

After four days of traveling farm to farm, we completed 
the judging trip in Viroqua, WI for the Accelerated 
Genetics Contest. Two juniors, Austin Schmitt and 
Megan Schulte, along with sophomores, Trent Dado and 
Kayla Leiding, represented the University of Minnesota. 
After a long day of judging, the team placed 6th overall, 
5th in oral reasons, 2nd in Milking Shorthorn, and 4th in 
Guernsey’s. Individually, Dado was 10th overall and 6th in 
reasons and Leiding was 10th in reasons. 

Although the contest did not pan out in the team’s 
favor, the experience and progress the group had 
over the five-day trip was priceless. Not only did the 
group gain valuable dairy judging skills, the team saw 
countless fabulous animals, enjoyed amazing on-farm 
meals, and had a marvelous time along the way. The 
team is appreciative of all the coaches do and are 
looking forward to working hard in the coming months 
and years to continue the legacy of the University of 
Minnesota Dairy Judging program.

Sophomores (back l-r) Brooke Roberts, Haely Leiding, Trent 
Dado, Kayla Leiding, Lauren Hendel, Krista Styer, 
and (front l-r) Alyssa Groskopf, and Julia Nunes 
traveled with the Junior and Senior dairy judging 

team in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Dr. Les Hansen with the two juniors, Austin Schmitt 
(back left) and Megan Schulte (front left), along with 

sophomores, Trent Dado (back right) and Kayla Leiding 
(front right) who represented the University of Minnesota 

at the Viroqua contest in Wisconsin. 
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After placing all four team members in the top 
five individuals, the University of Minnesota dairy 

judging team claimed another victory (by a 22-point 
margin) at the North American International Livestock 
Exposition in Louisville, KY.  The team, consisting of 
Ethan Dado, Laura Jensen, Austin Schmitt, and Gabriella 
Sorg, spent the days leading up to the contest refining 
their placings and oral reasons with their coach, Dr. Les 
Hansen. They visited five Iowa farms with elite cattle 
and even more impressive people. Exposure to all 
five of the breeds to be seen in the upcoming contest 
definitely played into their success. 

This win makes it the 5th year out of the past seven 
that the University of Minnesota has placed 1st overall 
in the NAILE collegiate judging contest. As a team, they 

placed 1st in Guernsey, 1st in Jersey, 2nd in Holstein, 3rd in 
Ayrshire, and 5th in Brown Swiss among the 17 four-
year University teams. Individually, Dado was 1st overall, 
Schmitt was 2nd overall, Sorg was 4th overall, and Jensen 
was 5th overall. 

This Louisville trip is known to be one of the most 
fun throughout a student’s years of dairy judging. This 
year was no exception. Between beautiful Iowa cows, 
wonderful people, naps in University vans and Ethan’s 
pick of fine dining establishments, there was never a dull 
moment. As always, the team is grateful for excellent 
farm stops, our many supporters, and our dedicated 
coaching staff of Dr. Les Hansen, Scott Ellinghuysen, 
Alicia Thurk, and Erik Houdek.

The junior dairy judging team at the North American International Livestock Exposition consisted of 
Gabriella Sorg, Austin Schmitt, Ethan Dado, and Laura Jensen. Pictured with the team is coach Dr. Les Hansen (left).

Another Victory in Louisville
By Gabriella Sorg, Junior, Agricultural and Food Business Management & Animal Science
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Minnesota had yet another dominant year in the 
Dairy Judging Program.  As the teams traveled 

around the country, they continued the success 
Minnesota has come to be known for. The team has 
now been crowned champion at 11out of the last 21 
contests, no other University can claim more than three 
victories. 

The World Dairy Expo team consisted of seniors Dane 
Thompson, Crystal Siemers-Peterman, and juniors 
Gabriella Sorg, and Ethan Dado. This team achieved 
a unique accomplishment this year to complete their 
judging career for the University.  For only the eleventh 
time in history, a single University won back-to-back 
National Titles at the National Contest in Madison, 
WI. The team edged out the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison by two points. 

To go along with this accomplishment, the team was 
also second place in reasons with all four individuals 

Minnesota Dominates Again
By Ethan Dado, Junior in Agricultural Education and Animal Science- Dairy Production Emphasis

The senior judging team of Crystal Siemers-Peterman 
(third from left), Ethan Dado, Dane Thompson, and 

Gabriella Sorg after their first place finish at the National 
Collegiate Dairy Cattle Judging Contest at 

World Dairy Expo. Pictured with the team are 
coaches Dr. Les Hansen (left), Alicia Thurk 

(second from left), and Scott Ellinghuysen (right). 

The senior judging team of Ethan Dado 
(second from left), Laura Jensen, Gabriella Sorg, 
and Crystal Siemers-Peterman after winning the 

All-American Dairy Show in Harrisburg, PA. 
Pictured with coach Eric Houdek (left). 

placing in the top eight in the oral reasons portion 
of the contest. Individually Dane finished 2nd, Crystal 
placed 11th, Ethan placed 15th, and Gabriella was 16th. 

The team that competed at the All American Dairy 
Judging Contest held in Harrisburg, PA consisted of 
Crystal Siemers-Peterman, Gabriella Sorg, Laura Jensen, 
and Ethan Dado. The team finished second overall to 
the University of Kentucky and finished first in reasons 
by a sixteen-point margin. Individually Dado was 2nd 
and 4th in reasons, Siemers-Peterman was 6th and 1st 
in reasons, Jensen was 11th and 3rd in reasons, and 
Sorg was 16th overall.

Our success is due to the time and effort of our 
dedicated coaches, Dr. Les Hansen, Scott Ellinghuysen, 
Alicia Thurk, and Eric Houdek.  Thank you for your 
patience, advice, and the knowledge you have 
enlightened us with. Another thank you goes to the 
many farms who have hosted us so we may improve 
our judging skills!
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FarmHouse Fraternity
“Builders of Men”

Four Fold Development
Intellectual - Social/Moral - Spiritual - Physical
FarmHouse is a brotherhood of men from many different backgrounds, 

pursuing a wide variety of majors, that share the same values and believe 
in the building of men to better themselves, better each other and the 

world in which we live.
For more information contact:

Trent Dado
dadox009@umn.edu

www.minnesotafh.org
Like us on Facebook!

The men of Minnesota 
FarmHouse Fraternity 

congratulate the Gopher Dairy 
Club and the University of 
Minnesota Dairy Judging 

Team on an incredible year of 
success!

New house 
construction to be completed

Spring 2017!
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Senior Trip:
Dad, Papa, and Their 18 Children

By Lisa Janak, Senior in Animal Science - Industry and Business Management

The seniors started 2017 off to a great start! On Jan-
uary 1, 18 seniors along with our wonderful chap-

erones, Mike Donnelly and Mitch “Pudge” Rosenfeld, 
decided to see how life is different on the west coast. 
The group started their trip at Fisherman’s Wharf on 
the San Francisco Bay where they spent the latter after-
noon and evening exploring down by the piers. While 
exploring, many visited the sea lions, enjoyed the fresh 
seafood, and stopped at Ghiradelli for a quick sample 
of delicious chocolate. Before leaving San Francisco, the 
group made a quick pitstop at Lombard Street. Unfor-
tunately, the fifteen-passenger vans were a little too big 
to actually drive down the winding road. 

The group crossed over the Golden Gate Bridge on 
their way out of San Francisco as they headed north 
to Petaluma and Napa Valley. In Petaluma, they visited 
McClelland’s Organic Dairy before heading to the 
handmade Italian castle, known as Castello Di Amorosa 
Winery. After a wonderful tour of the castle and a wine 
tasting, they headed to the Central Valley where the 
focus was on visiting the different dairies. 

Somehow, one thing led to another and Mike was be-
ing called “Dad” and Pudge was “Papa.” Next thing the 
group knew, all 18 seniors were being referred to as 
their children. Thus, the week ended up being a very 
large family trip. 

With 13 dairies and one alpaca farm to visit in five 
days, dad, papa and the children were in for a busy 
week.  The hospitality that the seniors received from 
the dairymen and alpaca ranchers was phenomenal, and 
the seniors gained valuable insight regarding agricultural 
practices in California. From feeding citrus mash and 
almond hulls to using manure solids for bedding, the 
seniors learned about a wide array of different dairying 
and farming techniques used on the West Coast. 

The seniors will be forever thankful for the knowledge 
gained from their hosts. A huge thank you is in order for 
those folks: McClelland’s Dairy, Hoekstra Dairy, Lilly of 
the Valley Alpaca Farm, Durrer’s Lorita Holsteins, Fiscali-

ni Dairy & Cheese Plant, Clauss Dairy, Double D Dairy, 
Dinomi Holsteins, Nicholas Calf Ranch, World Wide 
Sires, Maddox Dairy, Top O’ The Morn Farm, El Monte 
Dairy, and Airosa Dairy.

Not only did the seniors learn about the farm and dairy 
aspects of California, they also had the opportunity to 
taste award winning cheese at Fiscalini’s Dairy & Cheese 
Plant, and taste a wide variety of milk flavors includ-
ing rootbeer, coffee, strawberry, banana, chocolate, and 
eggnog at Top O’ The Morn Farm and Airosa Dairy. 

Once they were through the Central Valley, dad, papa 
and the children headed to Los Angeles to see if they 
could make it to Hollywood with all of their talents; a 
feat similar to the Partridge family or the Brady Bunch. 
They decided the family had a little too much person-
ality for the city. However, they stopped at Universal 
Studios where the seniors were able to see the behind-
the-scenes of  their favorite movies and TV shows, and 
enjoy the interactive rides. 

The first night in Los Angeles was spent at Los Alami-
tos Horse Race Course where the group was able to 
try their luck at betting on horse races. Sadly, no one 
walked away with huge winnings. The final day in Los 
Angeles was completed with a bus tour of Hollywood, 
spending time by the Pacific Ocean, and enjoying the 
King and I at the Pantages Theatre. 

Once again, the group would like to thank all the hosts 
for welcoming them onto their operations and shar-
ing their insight. Every year, the seniors benefit from 
the outstanding relationship the Gopher Dairy Club 
has with the dairymen in California. Thank you to the 
outstanding chaperones, Mike and Pudge, for providing 
insight and embracing the group’s quirkiness as they 
were referred to as Dad and Papa. Without the time 
and dedication of these two great chaperones, the trip 
would not be possible. Their continued support and 
commitment to the Gopher Dairy Club is greatly ap-
preciated and made the 2017 senior trip a success. 
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The seniors spent the first day exploring San Francisco.

The seniors toured a total of 14 different farms.
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 Seniors at Durrer Dairy

 Seniors at Las Alamitos Race Track

Memories of
California
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 Seniors at World Wide Sires

 View from Castello Di Amorosa Winery
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Gopher Dairy Club
Seniors ‘17
congratulations 

back then

As a standard in every issue of The 
Topline, graduating members are 
highlighted for their contributions 
to the club.  The Gopher Dairy 
Club is proud and honored to have 
21 seniors graduating in the 2016-
2017 school year.  The following 
section recognizes our graduating 
members, their accomplishments, 
and goals for the future. They have 
had outstanding results both in and 
out of the classroom, and we look 
forward to what they will accomplish 
after graduation. Thank you, class of 
2017, for your time, hard work, and 
dedication.

This year’s seniors were born in 1994-95. 
Here’s a look at the world back then: 
 President: Bill Clinton
 Gallon of milk: $2.92
 Dozen eggs: $1.01
 Gallon of gas: $1.13
 1st class postage stamp: $0.29
 Top Hit 1994: The Sign, Ace of Base
 Top Hit 1995: Gangsta’s Paradise, Coolio



Major: Biochemistry
Hometown: Hastings, MN
Parent’s Names: Jim and Diane Brown
Activities in GDC: Food Animal Networking Evening, Gopher Dairy Camp 
Counselor, Gopher Dairy Bar, and FFA Judging Contests
Other Activities: Lambda Delta Phi Sorority, volunteer Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) for U of M Emergency Medical Services, ACR Homes 
Direct Care Provider
Favorite Quote: “Whatever you are, be a good one.” – Abraham Lincoln
Favorite GDC Memory: Gopher Dairy Bar customers. They are so grateful 
and can be so funny!
Favorite Place on St. Paul Campus: I love running on the campus. There’s 
always something to look at!
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Kayla Brown

Major: Agriculture Food Business Management & Agriculture 
Communications and Marketing
Hometown: Cokato, MN
Parent’s Names: Mark and Nadine Ditsch
Activities in GDC: Treasurer and Gopher Dairy Bar Manager 
Other Activities:  Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity and Crops and Soils Club
Future Plans: Have a job in agronomy. 
Favorite Class and Why: SOIL 3416 (Plant nutrients and the environment) 
It taught me about fertilizer and manure management.
Best Advice Received: Work hard, play hard.

Matt Ditsch

Major: Agricultural Communications and Marketing
Hometown: Pine Island, MN
Parent’s Names: Scott Culbertson and Tina Culbertson
Activities in GDC: Reporter, clothing chair, and social committee chair
Other Activities: Lambda Delta Phi Sorority and National Agri-Marketing 
Association
Future Plans: Obtain a career in a communications or sales role within the 
agricultural industry.
Favorite Class & Why: Agricultural Policy with Sarah Dornink because I 
learned to become more objective on agricultural issues. 
Favorite Dairy Product & Why: Cheese because you can easily get your 
three servings of dairy in before noon!

Annie Culbertson
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Major: Spanish & Portuguese Studies
Hometown: Norwood, MN
Parent’s Names: Rick Haler and Connie Haasken
Activities in GDC: Judging Contests, Alumni Reunion, Gopher Dairy Bar
Other Activities: Spanish & Portuguese Across Cultures Organization, 
Teaching English, Blogging, Adventuring
Future Plans: I hope to be abroad in South America upon graduation or 
shortly thereafter working in communications.
Favorite Quote: “To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make 
you something else is the greatest accomplishment.” -Ralph Waldo Emerson
Favorite GDC Memory: I loved going to the alumni reunion every fall at 
World Dairy Expo. It was always a trip filled with great people, great cows 
and great food (grilled cheese, grilled cheese, grilled cheese!).

Jeni Haler

Christyn Hokanson

Majors: Animal Science-Dairy Production, Minors in Food Systems & 
Agricultural and Food Business Management
Hometown: Sunburg, MN
Parent’s Names: Philip and Shereen Hauge
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Bar, Regional ADSA committee 
Other Activities: Student manager for the Gopher Softball team
Favorite Quote:  “Enjoy the little things in life… for one day you’ll look back 
and realize they were the big things.” -Robert Brault
Twenty Years from Now I want to: Be married with kids and continuing 
the tradition of farming our 125-year-old dairy farm. 
Favorite Dairy Experience: Winning Grand Champion at the Minnesota 
State Fair.

Brielle Hauge

Major: Animal Science 
Hometown: Goodhue, MN
Parent’s Names: Chris and Sue Hokanson
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Bar and Judging Contests
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority
Favorite Quote: “Imperfection is beauty, madness is genius and it’s better to 
be absolutely ridiculous than absolutely boring.” –Marilyn Monroe 
Favorite Class & Why: Dairy Production Systems Management. I enjoyed 
getting to see various farms and analyze how they operate.
Favorite Dairy Product & Why: Yogurt! You can add so many different fruits 
or granolas.



Major: Animal Science- Industry & Business 
Hometown: Chetek, WI
Parent’s Names: Jim and Gwen Johnson
Activities in GDC: Judging Contests, Alumni Committee Chair, Gopher 
Dairy Bar Manager 2014-2015
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Block and Bridle Club
Future Plans: To become a large animal nutritionist. 
Favorite Dairy Experience: Growing up on a dairy farm, where I learned 
the most valuable things in life.  
Favorite GDC Memory: Being Senior Manager of the Gopher Dairy Bar 
with Wyatt Smith, Johanna Knorr, and Matt Ditsch.  So many memories… 
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Major: Animal Science- Industry & Business Management
Hometown: Northfield, MN
Parent’s Names: Roger and Julie Janak
Activities in GDC: Judging contests, ADSA, Gopher Dairy Bar, FANE, 
Banquet co-chair, Social Events, Senior Trip co-chair, Yearbook Committee, and 
President
Other Activities: Executive member of Beta of Clovia Sorority, Block & 
Bridle, Events Chair of MN Royal, and Student Assistant in the Department of 
Animal Science 
Twenty Years From Now I Want To: I want to be married with children 
living on a hobby farm with a few cattle and pigs.
Favorite Place on St. Paul Campus: The St. Paul mall in the spring because 
you can go take naps in the grass.

Lisa Janak

Deanna Kanne

Amber Johnson

Major: Agricultural Communications and Marketing 
Hometown: Medford, MN
Parent’s Names: Brian and Carolyn Kanne
Activities in GDC: Banquet Committee, Clothing Committee, Judging 
Contests, Gopher Dairy Bar
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Agricultural Education Club, Gopher 
Crops and Soils Club
Future Plans: To work in the agricultural communications industry, preferably 
with an agronomy focus.
Favorite Dairy Experience: Being a dairy princess a few summers ago – I 
learned so much about the industry and met so many great people.
Favorite Dairy Product & Why: Milk because it is delicious and nutritious 
and the best way to refuel after a workout!
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Major: Animal Science & Agricultural and Food Business Management
Hometown: Pelican Rapids, MN
Parent’s Names: Brad and Jane Knorr
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Bar Manager, Judging Contest Chair, MN 
Royal Queen Candidate, ADSA
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, University Honors Program, 
CFANS Mentor Program, Undergraduate Advisory Board
Future Plans:  Graduate and find a job that allows me to use and develop a 
particular set of skills. Afterwards, I may go to grad school or travel the world.
Favorite Dairy Experience: Freshman year, I travelled to Harrisburg for the 
National Dairy Shrine Scholarship banquet, I went with my dad, and together 
we watched every class of the Holstein heifer show. My favorite heifer from 
the barns that morning went on to be named Junior Champion of that show.  

Johanna Knorr

Major: Animal Science - Dairy Production
Hometown: Buffalo, MN
Parent’s Names: Charles and Robyn Krause
Activities in GDC: ADSA, Gopher Dairy Bar, Social Chair, FANE
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Gopher Crops and Soils, 
Dairy Challenge Team
Twenty years from now I want to: Be the owner and manager of our 
family’s dairy operation, while activity representing the dairy industry in a 
positive manner.  
Favorite Dairy Experience: Giving a presentation about US Dairy Farms to 
a group of 70 Irish Dairy farmers while on dairy study abroad tour in Ireland.
What You Will Miss Most About College: Having a four-year vacation 
from working on the farm. 

Andrew Krause

Major: Agriculture Communication and Marketing
Hometown: Litchfield, MN
Parent’s Names: Dan Krumrie and Beth Krumrie
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Camp, Alumni Reunion, FANE, Judging 
Contests
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Delta Theta Sigma Little Sisters, 
Agriculture Education Club, ACM Peer Mentor
Favorite Quote: “You’ve got to cut the mustard!”
Future Plans: Once I graduate, I hope to find a job that will allow me to 
combine my love for the dairy industry and communications. 
Favorite Dairy Experience: Being a Princess Kay Finalist in 2014. It was 
humbling to be able to represent the dairy farmers of Minnesota. 

Nicole Krumrie
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Major: Genetics, Cell Biology and Development
Hometown: Lakeville, MN
Parent’s Names: Burel and Norleen Lane 
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Bar, Judging Contests
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, University of Minnesota Women’s 
Chorus, Undergraduate Research Assistant, Honors Program
Future Plans: I have applied to multiple medical schools, pending acceptance 
I will begin Fall 2017.
Favorite Dairy experience: My favorite dairy experience was participating 
in the 4-H dairy project, I so enjoyed preparing heifers for the fair and the fun 
and silliness with my sisters and friends that went with it!
Favorite GDC Memory: Listening to reasons at the FFA judging contests, 
you never know what you’ll hear! 

Audrey Lane

Major: Animal Science - Dairy Production
Hometown: Lake City, MN
Parent’s Names: Kent and Deborah Mills
Activities in GDC: Judging Contests, Banquets, Gopher Dairy Bar, ADSA
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, CFANS Mentor Program, Bible 
Study, St. Anthony Park Elementary School Tutor, National Dairy Academy, 
Gopher Crops & Soils
Favorite Quote: “Rome wasn’t built in a day.” 
Twenty Years From Now I Want To: Be married to the love of my life 
with three beautiful children living in the country with a small herd of cows, 
some chickens, and a donkey named Abraham. 

Libby Mills

Majors: Microbiology, Minor in Statistics
Hometown: Lanesboro, MN
Parent’s Names: Dave and Debbie Lawstuen
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Bar, Judging Contests
Other Activities: Lambda Delta Phi Sorority, Forensic Science Club, Math 
Advantage Charity 
Favorite Quote: “In the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the 
life in your years.” - Abraham Lincoln
Twenty Years From Now I Want To: Be a forensic scientist somewhere 
warm. 
Favorite class & Why: Microbial diseases or Meteorology because these 
topics are very applicable to everyday life and it was interesting to learn all 
about the organisms that cause the diseases and the current treatments. 

Kristin Lawstuen



Major: Veterinary Medicine
Hometown: Randolph, MN
Parent’s Names: Jay and Duvae Otte
Activities in GDC: Scholarship Committee, Judging Contest Committee, 
CFANS Student Board Representative, FANE Committee
Other Activities: Delta Theta Sigma Fraternity
Future Plans: Work as a veterinarian in the dairy industry.
Favorite Quote: “Make choices that reflect your hopes, not ones that avoid 
your fears.”
Favorite Class & Why: Dairy Production Systems Management, we were 
able to visit farms and learn about different management methods.
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Trevor Otte

Major: Animal Science
Hometown: Bloomington, MN
Parent’s Names: Mark and Laurie Pappenfus
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Bar
Other Activities: Block and Bridle Club
Favorite Quote: “Courage is being scared to death but saddling up 
anyway”-John Wayne
Twenty Years From Now I Want To:  Have a big truck, some big dogs, and 
a herd of beef cows.
Favorite Class & Why: Dairy Systems Management, it was great to get out 
of the classroom and see how different farms operated.

Rachel Pappenfus

Majors: Agricultural and Food Business Management 
Hometown: Cleveland, WI
Parent’s Names: Sherry Siemers-Peterman and Jack Peterman 
Activities in GDC: Vice President, Topline Editor, Scholarship Committee, 
Alumni Reunion Co-Chair, ADSA participant, and Gopher Dairy Bar
Other Activities: Lambda Delta Phi Sorority, National Grocers Association 
Student Marketing Team, University of Minnesota Collegiate Dairy Judging 
Team, and National Agri-Marketing Association
Favorite Dairy Experience: When our team won the 2016 National 
Intercollegiate Dairy Cattle Judging Contest at World Dairy Expo! 
Favorite GDC Memory: Singing the Minnesota Rouser at World Dairy 
Expo with GDC alumni and friends.

Crystal Siemers-Peterman
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Major: Agricultural Communications and Marketing 
Hometown: Cottage Grove, MN
Parent’s Names: Myron and Linda Tank
Activities in GDC: Topline Editor, Banquet Chair, Judging Contests, Gopher 
Dairy Bar
Other Activities: Alpha Omicron Pi Sorority, Agriculture Education Club, 
Block and Bridle Club, Gopher Crops and Soils Club, National Agri-Marketing 
Association, Best Buddies
Future Plans: Attend graduate school at the U of M to get my M.Ed. Initial 
Licensure in Agriculture Education
Favorite GDC Memory: Making shakes at the Gopher Dairy Bar, it was the 
reason I joined GDC. 
Favorite place on St. Paul Campus: My best friends at 2060 Carter Ave.

Greta Tank

Major: Animal Science-Dairy Production Emphasis
Hometown: Caledonia, MN
Parent’s Names: Mike and Michelle Werner
Activities in GDC: Assistant Officer and Gopher Dairy Bar
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity
Future Plans: Moving to Florida to work at North Florida Holsteins.
Favorite Class & Why: Animal Breeding, because Tony always told the 
funniest jokes in class not everyone would pick up on.
What You Will Miss Most About College: The people and being able to 
take naps whenever I wanted. 

Luke Werner

Major: Agricultural Communications and Marketing
Hometown: Dalton, MN
Parent’s Names: Robert and Susan Thormodson
Activities in GDC: ADSA, Judging Contests, Gopher Dairy Bar, FANE 
Committee, Farm Tours
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Agriculture Education Club, Block 
and Bridle Club, Gopher Super Fan
Future Plans: I will be working for Wells Fargo as a credit analyst with their 
Minnesota Ag team. 
Favorite Dairy Experience: Spending time with my dad in the barn 
whether it was bottle feeding the calves or having water fights.  
Favorite GDC Memory: Anytime working in the Dairy Bar ; someone 
always has a good story to tell, or someone is singing (Wyatt, Johanna, Fred)

Greta Thormodson



Unrivaled. . . 
 Genetic Levels
 Availability
 Selection

Our Best Are Sexed:
Elite Young Sires
Code # Name NM$
507HO12600 Modesty 994
507HO12788 Frazzled 955
507HO13250 Jedi 951
507HO12897 Samuri 933
550HO13267 Duke 912
507HO12899 Slamdunk 911
507HO12811 Lopez 910
507HO13504 Jaguar 896
507HO12671 Bandares 895
507HO12797 Legendary 895
Elite Proven Sires
Code # Name NM$
507Ho11351 Supersire 896
507Ho12165 Montross 883
507Ho11708 Rookie 778
507Ho11839 Monocerotis 753
507Ho11621	 Mayflower	 747
507Ho12195 Butler 745
507Ho11525 Donatello 738
507Ho11383 Morgan  727
507Ho11752 Bob 718
507Ho11314 Mogul 714

PLUS improved conception. . .
Technological advancements over the last 10 years have resulted in 
less trauma to the sorted semen. Conception rates of Select Sires 
semen is now about 80% to 85% of conventional, or even higher with 
some sires!

800-795-1233
gender SELECTed™ semen processed by Sexing Technologies for Select Sires shall be used only for the single insemination of one female bovine during natural ovulation with the intent to produce single offspring unless specifically approved on an individual 
customer basis by Sexing Technologies in writing. This semen is produced using the proprietary technology of XY LLC and Inguran LLC, as partially represented by U.S. Patents: 6372422, 7094527, 7208265, 7371517, 6357307, 7723116, 7758811 and 
7799569.  Patents pending in US and foreign markets.  XY® is a trademark of XY LLC. All gender SELECTed semen is processed using SexedULTRA™ technology. ™SexedULTRA is a trademark of Inguran LLC.

Backed by a team of professional 
technicians to ensure success
For more info, contact your local professional or call.

Turbocharge your herd with genetically superior sexed semen for the 
ULTIMATE IN PERFORMANCE



CRV USA Dairy Genetics Intern
This summer, I worked for CRV USA as their Dairy Genet-
ics Intern. The primary focus of my summer was assisting in 
the development and marketing of a genomic testing service, 
HerdOptimizer, that was launched at World Dairy Expo, 
2016. 

The first part of my summer was spent conducting market 
research through a survey for the marketing team to use in 
the upcoming launch of HerdOptimizer. In addition to the 
survey, I worked on data mapping sequences for the ge-
nomic test output file. I got to genomically test the Holstein 
portion of my home herd in order to find problems in the 
pipeline. Additionally, I assisted the marketing team in brain-
storming campaign platforms and editing advertisements. 

In addition to working on the genomic test development, 
I worked on a variety of side projects. For the duration of 
the summer, I formatted cow files for the companies mating 
program—SireMatch. I also participated in a photo shoot 
and had my photo featured in the Fall Jersey Sire Directory. 
In addition, I assisted the administrative assistant with month-
ly invoicing. Another opportunity I had was working the 
company booth at WI Farm Technology Days. I spoke with 
farmers about the sire line up and HerdOptimizer. Finally, I 
got to be a part of proof week and helped edit the fall sire 
directories.

In my 
final week 
with CRV, 
I traveled 
to eastern 
Washing-
ton to visit 
one of the 
major sales 
team. I 
rode with 
two tech-
nicians and 
bred a couple cows. I also toured dairies ranging from 1,500 
cows to 8,000 cows. It was crazy to see breeding groups 
that were double the size of my home farm! 

I learned a lot about the competitive A.I. industry during this 
internship. It was an eye-opening experience to work in an 
office as a member of a global business. I procured skills in 
marketing, product development, and analyzing genomic test 
results. These skills will aid me in my future education and 
professional goals.

-Laura Jensen, Junior in Animal Science - Dairy Production
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Internship Reports
summer ‘16

Through our club’s strong alumni connections and campus events such as 
the Food Animal Networking Evening members connect with professionals 
to explore internship opportunities. Students are encouraged to step 
outside their comfort zone to discover possible career paths. 

sharing with members
It is a tradition for members of the Gopher Dairy Club to present 
internship reports at fall meetings as a way for other students to learn of 
opportunities in various fields. The Topline is proud to feature 15 member 
internships from the summer of 2016 in the following section. 
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Vita Plus Western Region Dairy Technology Intern
This summer, I was 
the Western Region 
Dairy Technology 
Intern for Vita Plus 
Corporation based 
out of Madison, WI. 
My main focus for the 
summer was a project 
looking at transition 
calves. I worked with 
the ten nutritionists in 
Minnesota and Iowa on 
18 different customer 
and prospect farms. 
At each one of the 
18 farms, we did a 
survey that asked about 
management styles of 

their calves. The farmers were asked about housing, weaning 
techniques, vaccinations, starter and water intake, cleaning 
habits, and groupings. Once we got the survey, we received a 
list of calves that were two weeks away from weaning, calves 
that were weaning, and calves that have been weaned for 
two weeks. We then took weights and hip heights of each of 

Minnesota Farm Bureau Foundation Intern
The Minnesota Farm Bureau Foundation was founded in 
1986 with a goal: to provide opportunities for supporters 
of agriculture to invest in people and programs focused on 
supporting active farmers and agriculturalists, better connect-
ing agriculture to consumers, and serving rural communities. 
Starting two years ago, the Foundation has hired an intern 
each year to grow the impact the Foundation can provide to 
both employees and partners. This year, I had the opportu-
nity to intern with the Minnesota Farm Bureau Foundation. 
My main roles included event planning for the Golf Outing, 
Sporting Clays Tournament, and Farm Camp Minnesota in 
Dundas. I also assisted with office work, wrote solicitation 
letters, and applied for grants. The internship offered many 
learning opportunities, grew my network, and allowed me to 
reflect on my academic and career goals.

This internship provided me with my first “9 to 5” office job. 
That, in and of itself, provided many great learning experienc-
es. I was able to learn more about being a young professional 
while working with coworkers and taking instruction from 
my supervisor. One of the greatest challenges, which led to 
a learning opportunity, was writing emails and solicitation 
letters asking businesses for donations. It was difficult to find 
a balance of professionalism while still being conversational 
in order to build a relationship with that business. However, 
once the writing was complete it was rewarding to hear 

back from a company 
about a donation. 
These skills will be 
valuable in my future 
as a teacher trying 
to raise funds for my 
program.

Communication, both 
written and verbal, 
was the strength I was 
able to grow in the 
most. However, I also 
learned more about 
my own work style 
and prioritizing work 
in a different setting. 
At times, I had a full 
plate of work to accomplish and other times it was slow. It 
was important for me to be able to effectively use my time 
to accomplish all tasks. With proper prioritization, I was able 
to not stress and put in ample time to each assignment. 
Overall, the internship provided me with many great learning 
opportunities and better prepare me for my future.

  -Ethan Dado, Junior in Agricultural Education & Animal Science

those calves. Throughout the summer, I went to each farm 
three times. By the end of the summer, I had weighed 2,592 
calves, and I had all the data that I then analyzed and made 
conclusions.  

In addition, I got to meet the other Vita Plus interns in 
Madison, learn all about how Vita Plus works, and visit a 
few different locations that Vita Plus owns. I also got to go 
to Calf Summit, which is a three-day event that Vita Plus 
hosts, to talk all about calves. Another opportunity that I 
got to be a part of this summer was forage camp. This was 
a two-day event with just Vita Plus employees and a few 
industry people that Vita Plus invited to talk at the event. This 
camp gave us more insights into forages and the different 
technologies that we can use at customer farms and 
prospects.  

I really enjoyed all aspects of my internship. I got to see a 
lot of different calf operations and how different farms used 
different techniques with their calves. I learned that I belong 
in this type of work, and also many valuable skills that will 
help me in the future.  

-Amber Johnson, Senior in Animal Science - Industry and Business 
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Form-A-Feed & Cooperative Farmers Elevator Feed Intern
This past summer, I had the 
opportunity to intern with 
Form-A-Feed and Coop-
erative Farmers Elevator 
as their swine feed intern. 
I was positioned at the 
Ocheyedan, IA, location, 
where I was fortunate to 
work with industry profes-
sionals and local farmers of 
northwest Iowa.

Working for two compa-
nies as a swine feed intern, 
my day-to-day tasks varied. 
I had the opportunity to 
work with swine production 

managers, where we would meet with local hog producers 
and walk through their operations. I learned about swine nu-
trition, toured a packing plant, worked in sow units, helped at 
local fairs, attended meetings on the Veterinary Feed Direc-
tive, and made product signs for the different co-op loca-
tions. However, the majority of my summer revolved around 
conducting a feed trial in a nursery barn. My three biggest 
highlights of the summer were working in the sow units, 
touring the packing plant, and conducting the nursery trial. 

I also had the opportunity to conduct a feed trial on 2,400 
nursery pigs. I weighed and separated the first 1,200 pigs 
into pens of about 35. From there, I bag fed them for two 
weeks, recorded fecal scores, water intake, and moved any 
pigs that faced challenges. After two weeks and again at the 
end of the trial, I weighed the 1,200 pigs to see how much 
they grew. For the other 1,200 pigs, I weighed and tagged 
only 200 of them for a subset, while following the same tasks 
as I did for the first 1,200 pigs. It was a great experience 
conducting a feed trial as I was able to better understand 
the transition of hogs from the time they are weaned to 
when they are ready for market.  

Throughout the summer, Form-A-Feed and Cooperative 
Farmers Elevator provided me ways to learn about the 
swine and feed industries, meet local farmers and other 
industry professionals, and interact with other employees 
that may be at different locations. Some of these include golf 
outings, helping at local fairs, informational business meetings, 
and a final presentation of my trial results and internship 
experiences to both companies. 

This internship has broadened my view of the different agri-
culture industries, and will help me better communicate with 
industry professionals as I finish my college career and enter 
the agriculture field.  

-Lisa Janak, Senior in Animal Science

Accelerated Genetics Sales and Service Intern
This past summer, I had the privilege to work as the sales 
and service intern at Accelerated Genetics. I was familiar 
with the company as my family owns and operates a dairy 
farm that regularly works with 
the local semen salesmen from 
Accelerated. I became interested in 
applying for the internship because 
I was interested in learning more 
about the dairy genetics industry 
and a possible future career in the 
field. I started the internship with 
a training session at Accelerated’s 
main office in Baraboo, WI. I had 
an opportunity to meet full-time 
employees, fellow interns, and take 
a tour of the bull collection facility 
and lab in Westby, WI. The first portion of my internship was 
designated to the service side of the company. 

My schedule was made week by week depending on which 
technician requested help. To begin, I would help full-time 
technicians restrain cows, load insemination guns, and 
complete paperwork. As I became more familiar with the 
farms and procedures, I was given an opportunity to work as 
a relief technician in my home area of Northwest Wisconsin. 

The second half of my internship I focused on sales. 
Accelerated focuses on semen, but also sells products 
including: milk replacer, animal health products, and AI 

supplies. Again, I spent time riding 
with full-time salesmen. I assisted 
in informing the farmers about 
current bulls, helpful products, 
and reproduction physiology. I 
enjoyed sharing information with 
farmers and being able to provide 
a product that will help them be 
more productive. The pinnacle of 
my sales experience was running a 
sales route in northern WI where 
I stopped at over 30 farms and 
drove over 1,000 miles. 

My goal coming into the internship was to learn more about 
the AI industry and become more proficient at artificial 
insemination. However, I gained much more from my 
experience. I improved my communication skills, increased 
my understanding of business, and expanded my network 
with industry professionals and dairy producers.  
  

-Trent Dado, Sophomore in Animal Science
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Ag Partners Co-op Crop Scout Intern
This past summer, I was a crop scout intern for Ag Partners 
Co-op in Goodhue, MN.  My duties for the summer were 
to assist the agronomist with scouting 
fields for pest and weeds, and helping 
them wherever I was needed.  There 
was also a trial that I helped conduct 
regarding nitrogen side dressing on corn 
fields whose only source of nitrogen 
was manure applied in the spring.  It was 
my responsibility to talk to the farmers 
and see if they would want to be part 
of this trial, take soil and tissue samples 
before and after the application. I also 
interpreted that data at the end of the 
trial.

At the beginning of the internship, I was 
very busy going to farms and taking stand 
counts of corn fields and also looking for 
weeds.  Midway through the summer, I 

learned to fly the drone that Ag Partners has and used it to 
scout fields from the sky.  Some farmers had trouble spots 

in the fields, and with the drone I could 
fly to that area and take pictures and 
then see if there were patterns or signs 
why the field was that way.  It is very 
interesting what you can see from above 
the field and what that can tell you.

This internship was very rewarding to me.  
I learned a lot about practices that we 
do not use on our farm at home, such as 
mid-season nitrogen side dressing.  I also 
learned how to interact with customers, 
and relay the information that I learned.  I 
will be able to take what I learned
in my internship, and apply it to my 
parent’s farm, and my farm in the future.
    

    -Lance Sexton, Junior in Animal Science

Purina Land O’Lakes Feed Sales Intern
This summer I had the opportunity to expand my horizons 
in the dairy industry as a Purina Land O’ Lakes feed sales 
intern. My placement was with All-American Co-op in Stew-
artville, MN and my main summer project was running on-
farm trials for the product Cellulo-Gest, which is an enzyme 
product created by PMI Additives that works to improve 
performance of ruminant animals on a forage-based diets by 
targeting fiber digestion. 

The three key areas we were looking for a change in were 
dry matter intake, milk production, and butterfat. My six trial 
farms were located across southeastern and south central 
Minnesota and ranged from 150-250 cows. The trial was 
set up in Off-On-Off increments with each period being 21 
days. At the end of each period, I would go out to each farm 
twice and take forage samples to send in for Calibrate as 
well as TMR and manure samples to send in for analysis at 
Rock River Labs. After taking manure samples, I would also 
screen the manure to check for things like large, undigested 
particles. Lastly, I would collect data such as Days in Milk, 
number of cows, average lactation number, and copies of 
creamery slips containing lbs. of milk, components, and SCC.

At the end of the summer I met with our project supervi-
sor from PMI Additives, to go over all of the data I’ve been 
collecting throughout the summer. From there I was able to 
analyze the data and come up with results, which were quite 
varied from farm to farm, and really only showed significant 
impacts on farms with lower quality forages as expected. Af-

ter the analysis was complete I scheduled a wrap-up meeting 
on each of the participating farms and created portfolios 
describing each farm’s results from the trial.

Another aspect of my internship this summer was perform-
ing audits in the areas of transition cows, locomotion scoring, 
and TMR mixing. For each audit we had one day of training 
with the company rep and were given the materials and 
information needed to complete the audits on our own.

My experience this summer has taught me skills I will use in 
various facets of my life. Skills like clear and concise commu-
nication, problem solving, how to identify the needs of oth-
ers through questions 
and listening, acting 
as a liaison between 
farmer, nutritionist, 
project partners, and 
lab staff, and how to 
deal with moments 
of failure as well as 
moments of success 
in the workplace in 
a gracious and com-
posed manner.

-Libby Mills, Senior in 
Animal Science - Dairy 

Production
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Mycogen Seed Sales Intern
This summer I decided 
to expand my horizons 
and go into the sales 
world. I worked as 
a Mycogen Seed 
Sales Intern through 
Dow AgroSciences 
and was stationed in 
Mankato, MN for three 
months. I covered a 
large sales territory 
through south 
central Minnesota 
where I supported 
three district sales 
representatives and 
their customers. 

As a seed sales 
intern, I was responsible for supplying technical support, 
agronomy assistance, and product promotion. I started the 
summer with a week-long trip to the Dow AgroSciences 
headquarters in Indianapolis, IN. They educated us on the 
company background, motto, services, products and much 

more as we made connections with the other Dow interns 
stationed throughout the country. Once I returned to 
Minnesota, I rode with my mentors as they showed me 
their farmer-dealers, retail businesses, and customers in their 
respective territory. My first project was to get a technology 
agreement signed by a list of farmers and I used that as 
an excuse to introduce myself and to promote our Enlist 
product. 

A large portion of my summer was focused around 
promoting Enlist. Enlist is a herbicide technology that is 
produced by Dow. I was responsible for preparing and 
showcasing three Enlist demos throughout my territory as 
well as company promotions at FarmFest and DakotaFest. 
In the show plots I also showed farmers the correlation 
planting population has on yield. 

At the end of the summer, I learned how to plan each 
work day to complete as many tasks as possible, learned 
more about agronomy, gained knowledge about common 
chemicals used today, and the importance of high quality 
service and lasting relationships. 

-Austin Schmitt, Junior, Animal Science - Dairy production

Minnesota Corn Growers Intern
This summer, and continuing into March, I had the 
opportunity to intern with the Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association (MCGA) in Shakopee, MN. The MCGA is a corn 
checkoff organization that strives to better improve corn 
utilization and corn farmer’s quality of life through research, 
promotion, and policy. 

Throughout the summer, I was able to attend many 
events on behalf of MCGA. I attended community events, 
golf outings, Tasseldega Nights, FarmCamp, University of 
Minnesota Field Tours, and so much more! During these 
events, I able to promote corn to the general public and 
talk with farmers about current issues they were facing. 
This allowed me to see both sides of the spectrum of corn 
farming to better be able to communicate to the farmer and 
the consumer. 

I was also able to write blog posts, manage social media 
accounts, and create short informational videos. These tasks 
allowed me to use communication skills that I have learned 
in past school courses to expand my communication skill set. 
In these communication mediums, my main audience was the 
consumer. I made sure my information was informative and 
relatable for the reader. This was a challenge for some topics, 
but the outcome was typically positive. 

During the 
remainder of 
the school year, I 
will continue to 
write blog posts, 
manage social 
media accounts, 
and help out with 
MCGA events. The 
experiences that I 
learned thus far have 
proven to be very 
educational. I have 
learned more about 
a side of agriculture 
I was unfamiliar 
with and how to 
work in a different 
surrounding, while 
also becoming more confident in the skills that I have to 
offer a workplace. I am very excited to see what I will learn 
during the remainder of my time with MCGA!

-Nicole Krumrie, Senior in Agriculture 
Communications and Marketing
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Alta Genetics Intern
This summer I had the opportunity to be one of five US 
Alta Genetics Interns for their headquarters based out of 
Watertown, WI. Alta Genetics is an international privately 
owned Dairy Cattle Genetics Company, who largely focus 
on working with large progressive dairy herds. Alta Genetics 
internship program is designed to provide personalized 
internship experiences made to challenge and develop real 
world industry skills. My internship position with Alta was 
their US Alta Advantage Intern position, which was located 
out of the Midwestern United States region.

The first few weeks of my internship were spent completing 
Alta’s sales and genetic training sessions in Watertown, WI. 
Alta’s training programs allowed me to learn various skills 
and topics: Alta’s programs fit progressive dairymen, DICS 
personality assessments and how to use them while in a 
sales role, ways to prospect and build relationships with 
clients, DairyComp 305 software training, and genetics 
strategies for progressive dairy herds. 

After training, I worked on cattle prep crew teams to help 
prepare over 120 animals for Alta’s four day US Showcase 
tour in Wisconsin. Immediately following Alta’s Showcase 
Tour, I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity 
to spend eight days working with 18 Chinese large herd 
managers for Alta’s Chinese Dairy Manager School. During 
the Chinese Alta University, I worked to prepare classrooms, 
drive vans, and guide the Chinese group on farm and 
sightseeing tours. 

The 
remaining 
part of my 
summer 
I was 
busying 
traveling 
to large 
accounts 
in IA, SD, 
NE, CO, 
KS, IL, MN, 
and MO. 
My tasks 
included doing reproductive and genetic audits, prospecting 
new clients for Alta, managing large herd semen inventories, 
working with Alta’s PEAK program, and doing a farm 
management report for a client as my final report.  

Overall the best part of my internship was having the 
opportunity to consult and problem solve with large 
progressive dairy herds. Being challenged with real world 
issues and using my knowledge and experience to find a 
potential solution which is best for the dairy producer is 
what I enjoyed doing the most. I enjoyed being challenged 
with real world issues as well as using my knowledge and 
experience to find a potential solution which is best for the 
dairy producer. 

-Andrew Krause, Senior in Animal Science - Dairy Production 

Andrew Boss Laboratory of Meat Science Intern
I have been on the University of Minnesota’s Meat Science 
Quiz bowl team for two years. This experience got me 
interested in the meat science industry. This past summer I 
decided to do my internship with 
the Andrew Boss Laboratory of 
Meat Science here at the University 
of Minnesota. I worked with Dr. 
Ryan Cox, and got to deepen 
my learning of meat science. In 
addition to working at the meat lab, 
I was also able to travel during my 
internship. 

Going into the summer my goals 
were: to learn more about different 
practices performed in the meat 
industry, learn proper hazard analysis critical control point 
(HACCP) procedures and to be able to apply concepts 
learned through quiz bowl. As a meat processing intern, I 
was able to learn and experience red meat harvesting, red 
meat processing, thermal processing, packaging, marketing, 

and HACCP based sanitation. Also during the summer at the 
University, I was able to assist with the Minnesota State Fair 
processed meats competition. 

During my internship I was also able 
to travel to Springdale, AR, and San 
Angelo, TX, for the 69th Reciprocal 
Meat Conference put on by the 
American Meat Science Association. 
In Springdale, I was able to tour the 
Tyson Discovery Center and the 
Mexican Original Plant. While in San 
Angelo, I was able to compete in my 
first meats judging contest where I 
placed 7th out of 30 undergraduate 
students from different schools 

across the country. I was also able to compete in the quiz 
bowl competition and the iron chef competition. RMC was 
also a great networking opportunity for me, because I was 
able to talk with a lot of different potential future employers. 

  -Jordan Juckel, Senior in Animal Science
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Ag Partners Co-op Calf and Heifer Intern
This summer I had the opportunity to work as a Calf and 
Heifer Intern with Ag Partners Co-op. I was able to travel to 
southeastern Minnesota and western Wisconsion to work 
with many farmers.

The largest part of my summer internship was based on the 
project I was assigned. In this project, I went to over 40 farms 
and tested bacteria on their calf equipment, such as, bottles, 
nipples, waterers for weaned calves, calf hutches, and many 
other objects. To determine the amount of bacteria, I used 
an ATP meter. At the end of the summer, I put together the 
data that was collected. I found few significant differences, but 
multiple trends in the data. One interesting trend was that 
larger farms, over 800 milking cows, had cleaner waterers for 
their weaned calves than smaller farms, under 200 milking 
cows. 

Another part of my summer was spent educating customers 
about a VitaPlus electrolyte called Marquee. I delivered 
samples to Ag Partner’s farm stores and informed various 
local producers about the product. 

Throughout the summer, I was able to work closely with 
Ag Partner’s Calf and Heifer Specialist, as well as, other 

nutritionists from 
the company. 
During this 
internship, I was 
able to gain 
knowledge of 
calves and heifers 
on-farm, at various 
clinics, and at 
learning sessions. I 
also learned how 
to be a better 
consultant, better 
communicate with 
co-workers and 
producers, and 
how to analyze 
and organize data. 
Ag Partners had 
a great internship 
position and good people to work with, which made this an 
enjoyable learning experience.  

- Christyn Hokanson, Senior in Animal Science

Minnesota Pork Board Intern
I spent this past summer 
traveling Minnesota 
promoting pork, improving 
my communication skills, 
and gaining a wealth of 
knowledge about pigs and 
pork production while 
working as the Minnesota 
Pork Board Summer Intern. 
Minnesota Pork, based 
in Mankato, is funded by 
the 3,500 MN pig farms 
through the Pork Checkoff. 
They strive to serve their 
stakeholders through 
research, education, and 
promotion of Pork. 

My internship began mid-May and ran to the end of State 
Fair. One of my responsibilities was Oink Outings, which are 
consumer education events at farmers markets and other 
community gatherings. They aim to initiate a conversation 
between pig farmers and consumers by offering to donate 
one pound of pork to Second Harvest Heartland for every 
question asked about pig farming or pork. There were over 
20 Oink Outings scheduled this summer. 

Farmfest and the Minnesota State Fair are two of the larger 
events that Minnesota Pork takes part in during the summer 
months. In addition, Farmfest couples as the state pork 
ambassador contest. Our role was to stay in communication 
with ambassador candidates preceding Farmfest, design and 
facilitate the contest group activity, and organize many of 
the contest details. State Fair was the final project of my 
internship, although preparation took place throughout the 
whole summer. Minnesota Pork runs two booths at the 
state fair. The summer interns work in and oversee many of 
the happenings in these two booths including working with 
supervisors, volunteers, and ensuring everything is running 
smoothly. 

My summer working for Minnesota Pork Board offered me a 
wide variety of new experiences. I expanded my knowledge 
of the pork business in a short amount of time as I was 
submerged in the pork industry. I had the chance to work 
on projects independently while also receiving guidance 
from professionals I respect. My internship experience at 
Minnesota Pork Board was a great balance of managing my 
own responsibilities as well as receiving opportunities to 
learn from other employees and industry occurrences.

-Gabriella Sorg, Junior in Animal Science 
& Agricultural and Food Business Management
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Dow AgroSciences Sales and Marketing Intern
This past summer I was the Sales and Marketing Intern 
for Dow AgroSciences. More specifically, I was working 
with territory sales managers and customer agronomists, 
through Mycogen Seeds. Located 
in Southwestern Minnesota and 
Eastern South Dakota, I was tasked 
with increasing customer relations, 
brand awareness and education, 
and providing technical support to 
growers and dealers. A major aspect 
of the internship was promoting 
and educating growers on the Enlist 
weed control system, a premier 
herbicide and seed trait technology 
that is awaiting Chinese approval 
before full scale use in the U.S.

The first week of my internship was spent in Indianapolis, 
IN, attending training at Dow AgroSciences headquarters. 
Training included: learning about the company, meeting fellow 
interns and employees, and touring the headquarters and 
research facilities. After returning to Minnesota, I was thrown 
into the planting season, that was pushed back with a wet 

Land O’Lakes Retail Dairy Food Sales Intern
A summer filled with butter, cheese, and pudding…set in the 
heart of Minneapolis was the perfect setup for an awesome 
internship. As the Retail Dairy Food Sales intern at Land 
O’Lakes, I had the great opportunity to work alongside pas-
sionate people who worked to help both retailers and food 
service clients exceed in the dairy aisle. My main responsibili-
ties throughout the summer included creating material and 
delivering insights to support Retail and food service Field 
Sales. To do this I completed many sell sheets, sell stories, and 
customer decks using Microsoft Excel, PowerPoint, and data 
tools like IRI. My manager, Randy Rutzick, assigned multiple 
case studies regarding the price, promotion, place, and prod-
uct. These projects not only let me work with real data, but 
get a taste for the retail industry in general.

Although most of my summer was spent indoors, our team 
also traveled to learn more about retailers. On “Retail 
Days” we went to various grocery stores to understand the 
differences between Retailers and their product mix. We 
rotated product to ensure fresh selection and placed Instant 
Redeemable Coupons (IRCs) on products that were close 
to expiration. One of the biggest takeaways that I learned 
from these visits was the importance of developing rela-
tionships with dairy managers to ensure the Land O’Lakes 
products always presented and performed well. We also 
ventured outside of Arden Hills to travel to Boston, MA. The 
purpose of this was to understand Land O’Lakes significant 

presence in the 
Northeast Market 
and to explore 
the bustling scene 
of a real deli. We 
traveled to over 
eight grocery 
stores, observing 
strategies of other 
competitors along 
the way.  

Lastly, we went 
to Spencer, WI 
and Kiel, WI to 
tour two of Land 
O’Lakes largest 
creameries. Since 
Kiel is very close 
to my family’s farm, my family and I also gave a farm tour to 
my coworkers. My summer at Land O’Lakes was an experi-
ence of a lifetime. I worked on tackling my fear of Excel, and 
was able to learn more about my favorite thing in the world, 
dairy products. 

  -Crystal Siemers-Peterman, Senior in Agriculture 
and Food Business Management

spring. The late season brought some emergence issues and 
had me tending to replant scenarios. I was able to meet 
with all of the dealers and retailers in this territory and 

began to build a relationship with 
them. I spent most of my summer 
helping manage various field days, 
such as, FarmFest, DakotaFest, Hefty 
Field day, and others.  Promoting 
Enlist, Mycogen seeds, and Dow Ag 
chemicals were my main tasks at 
these field days.

Working in seed sales and managing 
a large territory was a new 
experience for me. Although hands 
on agronomic experience was not 
a priority of this internship, I feel 

that I still learned an incredible amount and was able to 
develop myself professionally. Dow AgroSciences was a great 
company to intern for and offered excellent exposure to the 
seed and sales industry.

-Kenny Dux, Junior in Animal Science
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“Dinner is served!”

Realizing you graduate 

this semester like….

Working hard or 

hardly working?

Done with my 
presidential duties!

Probably texting her boyfriend!



How to 
choose 

shotgun for 
the CA van

“Does this make me loook like a vet student?”

“Oh. the All You 
Can Drink Milk 
Stand? That is far, 
far away...”
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