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Editors’ Message
As editors, we are incredibly honored to present the 

2019-2020 edition of The Topline!

Creating The Topline allows members to reflect on 
the many accomplishments of the Gopher Dairy Club 
throughout the past year. As dairy enthusiasts, we are 
proud to share the achievements of members both in 
and outside of the club.

The yearbook is also a great way to remember the 
contributions of past club members.  We are excited to 
feature a message from the first yearbook editor and 
2020 club banquet speaker, Karen Larson. Keeping with 
the theme, we are also sharing some pictures of the 
first club members from the 1984 and 1985 editions in 
the candids section of this year’s edition of The Topline.
     
More highlights of our publication include the 2020 
Distinguished Service and Golden Graduate Award 
articles. These awards are the greatest honor the 
Gopher Dairy Club bestows upon deserving dairy 
men and women who have shown outstanding 
commitment and support to the club. Thank you to 
Mary Buschette and Robert and Jeannette Sheehan for 
your significant impact on not only the Gopher Dairy 
Club, but also your lasting impact on the dairy industry. 
Congratulations on these prestigious awards and thank 
you for your continuous contributions.
     
This year, our cover photo displays the Northrup Mall 
on Minneapolis campus. On bright, sunny afternoons 
much like the day on the cover, many students can be 
seen studying and enjoying the beautiful day in the mall. 
      
Our sincere thanks goes to Sonja Miedtke for her time 
and talent in taking photos for this publication. Sonja has 
captured our cover photos for many years and this is 
her 10th year taking our senior headshots.The quality 
and professionalism of these photographs greatly adds 
to the overall appearance of The Topline. Thank you, 
Sonja, for your continued dedication of your time and 
talent to the Gopher Dairy Club.
     
We would like to extend our appreciation to the 
organizations that have placed advertisements in this 
year’s publication.These advertisements ensure that 
members past, present, and future have the opportunity 

to enjoy their vast memories of the Gopher Dairy 
Club. We are so fortunate to have exceptional campus 
organizations and agricultural companies that contribute 
to our publication. 
       
The Topline wouldn’t be complete without our 
exceptional club members. Thank you for volunteering 
your time, writing, and photography skills to The Topline. 
Your creativity and contributions make our job fun and 
rewarding. A special thanks goes out to the members 
of the yearbook committee: Andrew Backman, Makayla 
Huisman, Olivia Loveless, Mikayla Peper, Bailey Ruen, 
and Kate Rechtzigel. These members helped edit and 
package copies of The Topline. Finally, thank you Dr. Les 
Hansen, our advisor, for your guidance and support. 
     
With the help of many phone calls, emails, and late 
nights, we have enjoyed compiling articles, taking photos, 
and formatting using InDesign. We hope you enjoy the 
2019-2020 edition of The Topline.
     
Sincerely,
Emily Annexstad, Co-Editor 2018-2020
Michaela King, Co-Editor 2019-2021
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Grateful for Past and Present Members
Emily Annexstad, Senior, Animal Science and Agricultural Communication & Marketing

T he Gopher Dairy Club celebrated another 
outstanding year in 2019. Success is due not only to 

the club members we have today but also because of 
the hard work, dedication, and support from members 
over the past 30 years. Without them, the Gopher 
Dairy Club would not be the fun, well run organization 
it is now. Paging through the first edition of The Topline 
and running across Dave Miller’s article “After 15 Year 
Absence, Dairy Club Renewed” gave me insight into the 
history of the club. 

On November 11, 1982, a group of 28 interested 
students at the University of Minnesota held the club’s 
first meeting. With the help of dairy barn manager Jim 
Paulson and faculty members Don Otterby, Les Hansen, 
and Bill Mudge, the Gopher Dairy Club was renewed 
after a 15-year absence. My parents, Rolf and Jean 
(Behrends) Annexstad, were 
part of this group of students. 
 
The founding group of Gopher 
Dairy Club members thought 
it was important to have a club where dairy interested 
students could network with peers and professionals 
and engage in the dairy community on campus. Similar 
to today, the original group of club members included 
students from a variety of majors with an interest in 
dairy. Dave Miller wrote in the 1984 edition of The 
Topline, “The club’s purposes are to promote the 
dairy industry, enhance interaction among students, 
faculty, and industry people and allow students with 
similar interests and goals to work as a group and gain 
leadership skills.”
 
Years later, the club has grown and developed, but still 
holds true to its original purpose. Many club members 
have parents or relatives who were also part of the 
Gopher Dairy Club. Whether you have parents that are 
past club members, crossed the border from another 
state, or are a first-generation college student, the 
Gopher Dairy Club has many opportunities to grow, 
serve, and create lifelong connections and friendships.
 

The year kicked 
off with the 
Regional ADSA 
meeting hosted 
by North Dakota 
State University. 
Next was the 
annual Gopher 
Dairy Club 
banquet, where 
many valuable 
club supporters, 
alumni, and 
students were 
recognized. The 
spring continued 
with participating in the 101st annual MN Royal on 

St. Paul campus and hosting the 
Minnesota FFA Convention Dairy 
Evaluation contest. During the 
Minnesota State Fair, Gopher 
Dairy Club members were hard 

at work selling shakes in the Gopher Dairy Bar. We also 
hosted the club’s alumni reunion on St. Paul campus 
during the Minnesota State Fair for the first time. The 
fall brought another FFA judging contest to host and 
the Eighth Annual Food Animal Networking Evening. 
 
I have sincerely valued my time as a Gopher Dairy 
Club member and am humbled to have spent the 
past year serving as President. Thank you to the rest 
of the executive team; Rachel Coyne, Ashley Warren, 
Kaleb Kruse, Sierra Swanson, and Katherine Gathje. 
Additionally, thank you to the club’s adviser, Dr. Les 
Hansen, for all the guidance and support you offer the 
club. 

The members are truly what make the club so 
enjoyable to be involved in. They are enthusiastic and 
dedicated students who love the dairy industry and 
will impact it in the future. To echo the words of Dave 
Miller in his article, “Who knows what great leaders will 
emerge from the Gopher Dairy Club?” 

“Years later, the club has grown and 
developed but still holds true to its 

original purpose.”
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The 2019-2020 Executive Team 
WATERPROOF WORKWEAR 

& MUCH MORE!

SHOP ONLINE: UDDERTECHINC.COM 
888.438.8683

Emily Annexstad - President

Rachel Coyne - Vice President

Ashley Warren - Secretary

Kaleb Kruse - Treasurer

Katherine Gathje - Reporter

Sierra Swanson - Officer at Large

Emily Annexstad was raised on her family’s third generation 
dairy farm in St. Peter, MN and grew up showing and 
participating in dairy judging through 4-H and FFA. After 
years of looking up to the members of GDC, she joined as 
soon as she could. She has enjoyed finding a community of 
fellow dairy enthusiasts through GDC. Emily is currently a 
senior studying Animal Science and Agricultural 
Communication and Marketing and hopes to spend her 
future working in communications in the dairy industry. On 
campus, she is an active member in the Beta of Clovia 
sorority, the dairy judging team, and the National Agri-
Marketing Association. 

Rachel Coyne grew up heavily involved the dairy 
showing community, dairy judging, 4-H, and breed 
associations. She has served as the FANE chair and senior 
trip co-chair for GDC and served as the secretary/
treasurer on the Midwest Regional ADSA-SAD Executive 
team.  Outside of the club, Rachel is involved in the Lambda 
Delta Phi sorority and the University of  Minnesota collegiate 
dairy judging team and participated in the Dairy Challenge. 
She wanted to take on a leadership role in the club to give 
back to the future of a club she is so passionate about. 
Rachel is a senior studying Animal Science- Dairy Production.

Ashley Warren has always taken advantage of the numerous 
leadership opportunities GDC has to offer and chose to 
become part of the executive team to give back to the club 
that has given her so much. She is a senior from Litchfield, 
MN, where she grew up on her family’s third generation 
dairy farm. Ashley is studying Agricultural Communication 
and Marketing and hopes to work in the communications 
field for an agricultural company, a passion that began in her 
work as her county’s dairy ambassador and the 
princess program. On campus, she is a member of the Beta 
of Clovia sorority, the Agricultural Education, Communication, 
and Marketing club. In the club, Ashley was a Gopher Dairy 
Camp co-chair and helped reformat the Alumni Reunion. 

Kaleb Kruse learned from his parents the importance of a 
good work ethic, good time management, and proper 
decision making. With these lessons and hard work, Kaleb 

Sierra Swanson was raised on her grandparents’ dairy farm 
in Hutchinson, MN and now owns 30 cows with her sisters 
with the prefix Three Sisters Dairy. To continue being 
involved in the club, she decided to run for an executive 
position. Sierra is involved in the Agricultural Education, 
Communication and Marketing Club as well as the Beta of 
Clovia sorority. She is a senior studying Animal Science – 
Dairy Production and hopes to work in the dairy industry 
after graduation. Her dream is to being farming herself and 
plans to help operate Three Sister Dairy with her sisters.

Kathrine Gathje grew up on her family’s dairy farm in 
Richmond, MN. Through 4-H and FFA, her showing interest 
grew and she found success competing in dairy quiz bowl. 
Kathrine held numerous leadership roles including president 
of the Junior Holstein Association. She is currently studying 
Agricultural Communication and Marketing and is involved 
in the Beta of Clovia sorority and the MN Royal executive 
team on campus. Kathrine wanted to join the executive team 
for both the benefits it could give her as well as the benefits 
she could give back to the club. In the future, she hopes to 
work in marketing and public relations for a dairy 
cooperative and be an advocate for dairy farmers and 
agriculture as a whole.

and his brothers created their successful partnership, KCCK 
Genetics. He plans to stay active in the dairy industry after 
graduation by selling products to customers and later 
starting his own auction company. Kaleb is a senior from 
Dyersville, IA and is an active member of the Alpha Gamma 
Rho fraternity and GDC. He is currently studying Animal 
Science – Industry and Business.
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2019 Distinguished Service Recipient:
Mary Buschette

By Michaela King, Junior, Professional Journalism and Photography

The Gopher Dairy Club’s 2020 Distinguished Service 
Award recipient is Mary Buschette, the University 

of Minnesota the College of Food, Agriculture, and 
Natural Resource Sciences Director of Alumni and 
Constituent Relations. Each year, the club uses the 
Distinguished Service Award to recognize a deserving 
member of the agricultural community who contributes 
to the success of our club. Buschette is a dedicated, 
passionate, and incredible resource and mentor for the 
Gopher Dairy Club students. 

Buschette grew up in Renville, MN on a farm that 
produced corn, soybeans and the occasional crop of 
sweet corn. She was very involved in 4-H and FFA as a 
Minnesota youth. She is a proud alumna of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota and received her Bachelor of Science 
in agricultural economics in 1987. She then set off on a 
worldwide backpacking trip in November of 1987 and 
reached 22 countries in just 20 months. 

In 1990, Buschette became the Program Coordinator of 
MAST International, an exchange program based at the 
University of Minnesota. She then accepted the 

position of Director of Alumni and Constituent 
Relations of the University of Minnesota’s CFANS. She 
works to connect students at the U with alumni and 
professionals who can guide, connect, and inspire them 
to find their future careers and passions. Buschette 
believes in this day and age the real connections 
between real people is what matters and she works to 
create those connections that have meaning, value and 
purpose. 

Buschette pursues this goal through a variety of 
programs that engage alumni, friends and students. The 
mentor program matches students with industry 
processionals annually and the Barealis Night of 
Excellence recognizes the CFANS community since 
2004. She provides leadership to the CFANS Alumni 
Society, which raises funds through industry 
sponsorships for student scholarships. Buschette is 
also an advisor to the CFANS Undergraduate Student 
Board, CFANS Graduate Student Board, and the 
PostDoc Board. 

In 2018, Buschette received the University of Min-
nesota’s Agriculutral Education, Communication and 
Marketing Club’s Spirit award for her dedication to her 
students. Students across the St. Paul campus have in 
some way been impacted by Buschette’s work and she 
truly has made a lasting impression on the campus and 
school as a whole. 
 
The Gopher Dairy Club would like to thank all the 
amazing members of the dairy community and 
university for all their dedication and contributions to 
our organization. The Gopher Dairy Club is proud and 
delighted to bestow Mary Buschette the 2020 
Distinguished Service Award. 
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Robert and Jeannette Sheehan are the 2020 
recipients of the Gopher Dairy Club’s Golden 

Graduate Award. Both graduates of the University 
of Minnesota with degrees in animal science, they 
currently reside in Rochester, MN with their award-
winning herd of Holsteins. They got married in 1980 
and have three children: Kelly, Andrew and Krista, and 
seven grandchildren.

“Our parents taught us to work hard, use our talents, 
have a dream, be proud of what you do, and make a 
difference in the world. We love being dairy farmers, 
working with the cows, learning to make our operation 
better, and raising a family with the same values 
we were raised with,” said the couple. They find it 
important to attend informational meetings, learning 
the latest agricultural advancements, and networking 
with local farmers. 

The couple makes time to belong to numerous boards 
and organizations and works to share their interests, 
teach and learn from others, and make the industry 
stronger and prosperous for the future. 

Robert worked as an extension agent for Kandiyohi 
County from 1976 to 1978, where he also coached 
the county’s dairy judging team.  He then worked 
as the Sire Procurement Manager for the Minnesota 
Valley Breeders Association. For 12 years, he held a 

position on the Board of Directors for the MN Holstein 
Association and from 1995 to 1997 was president. 
In 1998, he was awarded the Minnesota Holstein 
Association Person of the Year Award. 

From 2002 to 2014, Robert was on the Board of 
Directors for Minnesota Select Sires and was president 
from 2005 to 2007. He was also selected to be on 
the Select Sires Inc. Holstein sire committee and was 
quoted to be one of the most respected breeders from 
across the country. He is currently a member of the 
MN 4-H Showcase committee and the MLBA Board of 
Directors and Executive committee. 

Jeannette served on the Olmsted County Dairy Herd 
Improvement Association board for six years and 
president from 1991 to 1992. She was a Olmsted 
County Extension Committee chairperson from 1998 
to 1999 and a board member for seven years. As a 
lifetime 4-H member, Jeannette was a dairy and club 
leader for Olmsted County and was a dairy judging 
team coach from 1995 to 2010. In 2001, Jeannette 
was a founding committee member for the Olmsted 
County Miracle of Birth Center and currently is a 
member and chair of the committee. 

In 2016, she was the leadsperson for the World Dairy 
Expo Grand Champion Cow and in 2018 was awarded 
the World Dairy Expo Women of the Year award. She 
currently serves on the World Dairy Expo Board of 
Directors which she has done since 2018. 

Together, they take pride in their shared herd with 
award worthy cows including 16 cows classified 
Excellent in 2019. They worked their breeding 
program to focus on balance of production, type, and 
performance. Their entire family helped select sires 
and raise animals to fit their certain criteria and work 
to make their herd what it is today. In 2003, they were 
awarded Olmsted County Farm Family of the Year and 
in 2007, received the PDCA Distinguished Breeder of 
the Year Award. The Gopher Dairy Club is delighted 
to recognize Robert and Jeannette Sheehan as 2020 
recipients of the Golden Graduate Award.

2020 Golden Graduate Recipients: 
Robert and Jeannette Sheehan

By Michaela King, Junior, Professional Journalism and Photography
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The Topline has been Part of the 
Growth of Gopher Dairy Club Members

By Dr. Les Hansen, Gopher Dairy Club Adviser

The first issue of The Topline yearbook was published in 
1984, and it has been printed and distributed annually 
since then, except for five two-year combined editions 
between 1988 and 2000.  That means this is the 32nd 
edition of The Topline. 

The Editor of the first edition of The Topline, which 
reviewed the 1983-84 academic year, was Karen 
Larson.  She is the featured speaker for the 36th 
Annual Recognition Banquet of the Gopher Dairy Club 
on February 23, 2020.  However, Karen is now the 
Reverend Karen Larson, Pastor at the United Church of 
Christ, Berne, MN.  

I am providing a list of the former Editors of The 
Topline follows.  It is impressive with so many high-
impact people!  Most have used the editing skills they 
developed through The Topline in one way or another 
for their chosen careers. 

1984 – Karen Larson 
1985 – Janet Forner Bosch 
1986 – Betsy Breeggemann Benz 
1987 – Chris Reiland Sukalski 
1989 – Todd Leiding 
1990 – Susan Hosfield Funk 
1992 – Kristi Brown Ruen 
1994 – Tricia Weis Sheehan 
1996 – Carol Schmidt Sullivan 
1997 – Dr. Christine Albrecht, M.D. 
1998 – Michele Dammann Schroeder 
1999 – Virginia Mold 
2001 – Lisa Albrecht Hoefs 
2002 – Rita Albrecht Vander Kooi 
2003 – Betty Berning 
2004 – Amy Hazel Loeschke   
2005 – Stephanie Popp Loch
2006 – Tracy Nelson
2007 – Brenda Nelson Miller
2008 – Melisa Bauer Klingsporn
2009 – Lucas Sjostrom
2010 – Eric Seitzer Boyum
2011 – Caitlin Kasper Keck
2012 – Laura Weisz Homan
2013 – Stephanie Kasper Adams
2014 – Jenn Janak Coyne
2015 – Cassie Olson
2016 – Crystal Siemers-Peterman
2017 – Greta Tank
2018 – Elise Loveless
2019 – Morgan Krause
2020 – Emily Annexstad 

I am extremely proud of the ongoing professionalism 
displayed by the members of the Gopher Dairy Club 
on campus and in the dairy industry.  The club has a 
national reputation for competitiveness and top-notch 
performance that is complemented with fellowship, 
sportsmanship and, of course, lots of fun.    

Former Topline Editors

“I am extremely proud of the ongoing 
professionalism displayed by members 
of the Gopher Dairy Club on campus 

and in the dairy industry.”

T he Gopher 
Dairy Club 

was formed 
by 30 student 
members in 
1982, and I have 
served as the 
club’s adviser 
since that 
time. From a 
modest nucleus 
of students in 
1982, the club 
has grown 
tremendously, 

and has a higher 
percentage of members from outside Minnesota in 
addition to its native Minnesotan members than at any 
time in the past.
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It may seem premature to attempt a yearbook just 
one year into our club’s life. So many other club 

traditions are beginning - the organization of the 
fundraisers, trips, competition, programs and support. 
These beginnings take time and energy.

But beginnings also make interesting coverage. This 
yearbook tradition began to watch and record 
the birth of the Gopher Dairy Club and its other 
traditions. In the future, our yearbook will take notes 
as GDC strives to match the excellence of older clubs 
around it.

The yearbook staff hopes that this first issue will 
begin a strong yearbook tradition. We tried to find a 
name that was unique and long-lasting (Just Teats had 
a certain ring to it, but wasn’t quite what we were 
looking for. Sorry guys.) We think The Topline will do 
nicely.

The Topline staff is an admirable group. Throughout 
the yearbook project, I was impressed by their 
professionalism and dedication. The [staff] not only 
wrote all the stories and took all the photographs, they 
also sold advertisements, contracted with a typesetter 
and a printer, drew up ads, laid out pages, key lined 
copy and carried out dozens of other jobs that go into 
the complete creation and production of a publication. 

Every staff member deserves a hug and a thank-you 
for his or her hard work.

Thank you also to our supporters in the dairy industry 
for making this book financially possible. We are 
confident that the dollars you placed here are a wise 
investment.

Thanks to all for being part of the beginning of our 
Gopher Dairy Club tradition.

Message from Former Editor Karen Larson

How strange to be back writing for The Topline 
after 36 years! (How can that be? I’m not even 

that old.) Being editor was one of many University 
experiences that helped ease my way into the career 
world, along with Gopher Dairy Club in general, dairy 
judging, NAMA and Lambda Delta Phi. Oh yes, and 
classes. 

These experiences let me practice being an adult, a 
leader, a writer and a public person, within a space 
kept safe by advisors and student colleagues I knew 
and trusted. The U prepared me well for 26 years as 
an ad agency copywriter, working on accounts like 
Merial and Pfizer animal health, Dairy Management Inc. 
and Dow AgroSciences.

I left advertising in 2012 when I was called to ministry. 

These days, when I step into the pulpit to preach 
enough courage and love and faith for another week, 
I thank God for all that practice stepping up to give 
reasons on my placing.

I’m still using the main things Gopher Dairy Club gave 
me—meet new people, listen to their stories, learn 
new ways of seeing and doing, and believe in the 
future. May these gifts bless your life, too!

Karen Larson
Former Managing Editor
The Topline

P.S. We are all forever indebted to Les Hansen 
for trusting us to found a club, and supporting it 
wholeheartedly all these years. Thank you, Les!

This year, we asked the featured banquet speaker and former yearbook editor Karen Larson to share some  
words of wisdom with us in the form of an “editor’s message”.  Printed below is her orignal message from the  
very first edition of The Topline in 1984, followed by her current message. 
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That is a record to be proud of, and demonstrates a 
consistency and excellence that has made ours one 
of the top programs in the nation.  It also speaks to 
the quality and character of our students, and to your 
tenacity and dedication to making our program elite. 
We are in the midst of exciting times here in CFANS 
and at the University of Minnesota.  We have 
tremendous new energy and momentum across our 
system, with President Gabel now on board. She is 
committed to ensuring we live out our land grant 
mission of education, research and outreach, while 
demonstrating the tangible difference we are making to 
Minnesotans and to those around the world.

As CFANS students, you are part of a true purpose-
driven college that really is using “Science to Drive 
a Sustainable Future.”  You will see that language on 

the homepage on our new 
website, along with a video 
that captures the essence 
of our college.  I encourage 
you to take a look at it if you 
have not already done so, as 
it demonstrates the scope, 
breadth and depth of the 

work we do, and the challenges we are tackling with 
integrated science at the forefront.

In closing, I want to underscore what a true privilege 
it is to serve our students, including the members of 
the Gopher Dairy Club.  I’m energized by the students 
I meet, and by the work you are doing to make your 
own impact and carry on the important legacy of 
excellence as a member of the Gopher Dairy Club.

With warmest regards,
Dean Brian Buhr

By Dr. Brian Buhr, Dean, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS)

As we 
wrapped 

up 2019 and 
look forward to 
what lies ahead 
for each of you, 
I have no doubt 
that you can 
reflect back on 
your time as a 
member of the 
Gopher Dairy 
Club and realize 
that the time 
you invested 
in this great 

organization will pay dividends for years to come. 

As part of the largest student-
run organization on our 
campus, you are carrying on a 
very long and proud tradition, 
charting a pathway for future 
students to follow.  There 
is no doubt that you have made an impact through 
your involvement in so many activities, from dairy 
judging competitions, to Gopher Dairy Camp, to your 
involvement selling famous Gopher Dairy milk and 
milkshakes at the Minnesota State Fair, only to name a 
few.

Congratulations on your success, including placing first 
overall in the collegiate dairy cattle judging contest held 
on November 10 at the North American International 
Livestock Exposition in Louisville, KY, continuing a 4-year 
streak and setting the standard for future teams.   (Read 
more about the team’s successes on page 43.)

Gopher Dairy Club Members Carry 
on Legacy of Excellence

“As part of the largest student-run 
organization on our campus, you are 

carrying on a very long and proud 
tradition, charting a pathway for future 

students to follow. ”
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On behalf of the Department of Animal Science, 
I would like to congratulate the Gopher Dairy 

Club on another outstanding year! We recognize your 
achievements and we are extremely proud of you and 
all that you contribute to the Department, CFANS, the 
dairy industry, and your future careers.

Our departmental teaching mission is to “Provide 
lifelong opportunities for people to learn about animal 
biology, management systems for domestic animals, and 
the role of animals in a changing society.”  No matter 
your major, we hope Gopher Dairy Club members will 
continue to help us with that mission.  We continue to 
strive in providing exceptional experiential and science-
based learning experiences that will allow you to grow 
your interests, knowledge, and skills.  

Baseball Hall of Famer, Yogi 
Bera, once said, “When 
you come to a fork in the 
road, take it!”  Now this 
quote may sound strange, 
like many of the quotes for 
which he is remembered, but as he was giving directions 
to the St. Louis home where he grew up, Yogi meant 
that when you came to the fork in the road, either way 
would get you to his house. The same applies to the 
many of the choices you will have to make in regards 
to education, courses, internships, jobs, and friendships.  
Make what you think is the best decision, then boldly 
move forward, giving to and gathering whatever you can 
from the experience.  If you make the most of it, it will 
ultimately contribute to your success!  

Four years ago when I was humbled by being 
recognized as the GDC’s Golden Graduate, I was asked 
to provide a piece of advice. It was simply this, “Look 
for opportunities to experience new people, places, 
and things. You never know when certain experiences 

By Dr. Michael Schutz, Head of the University of Minnesota Animal Science Department

or contacts are 
going to position 
you for the next 
step (or leap) in 
your career.”  

As members of 
the University 
of Minnesota 
Gopher Dairy 
Club, you are 
truly elite. 
Your successes 
speak to your 
talent, skills, and 
accomplishments.

We take pride in the fact that 
so many of our graduates find 
careers that continue their 
connection to the dairy industry 
and go on to make significant 
contributions to national and 

international agriculture. 
Again, congratulations. We are proud that you have 
chosen to further your education here at the University 
of Minnesota, in CFANS, and in the Department of 
Animal Science. 

The Department of Animal Science benefits greatly 
from the national and international recognition that 
your successes bring to the department.  We hope 
that, even after graduation, you will remain in contact, 
and consider yourself a part of this great University for 
many years to come!  Use the contacts you have now 
and will continue to make through this exceptional 
student organization to find the forks in the road and 
take them!

Animal Science Department 
Congratulates Gopher Dairy Club on 

Another Great Year

“As members of the University of 
Minnesota Gopher Dairy Club, you are 
truly elite. Your successes speak to your 

talent, skills, and accomplishments.”
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Featured Department Faculty:  
Dr. Brad Heins

Dr. Brad Heins is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Animal Science at the University 

of Minnesota and currently conducts research at the 
University of Minnesota’s West Central Research and 
Outreach Center where he is also a professor of Dairy 
Management. His research and extension program 
focuses on the best management options for dairy 
production, crossbreeding of dairy cattle, and renewable 
energy systems for dairies. Heins’s work consists mostly 
of research, but he also is a member of the University 
of Minnesota Dairy Extension team and specializes in 
Organic Dairy Production.

Heins became an Assistant Professor in 2010 and an 
Associate Professor in 2016; however, his connection to 
the University extends well beyond that. Heins received 
his Bachelors in Animal and Plant Systems, Masters in 
Animal Science, and Doctorate in Animal Science from 
the University of Minnesota.  As an undergraduate 
student, he was highly involved in the Gopher Dairy 
Club and was a member of Farmhouse Fraternity. While 
a graduate student, Heins stayed involved with the club 
as a Gopher Dairy Camp Alumni Co-Chair from 2003 
to 2009. 

Over the years, Heins has published many works 
and received numerous awards. In 2004, he received 
the John D. Donker Award for the Department of 
Animal Science and in 2008 was awarded a National 
Milk Producers Federation scholarship. The Gopher 
Dairy Club honored him as the Distinguished Service 

Award Recipient 
in 2009. Heins 
then received the 
Midwest American 
Dairy Science 
Association Young 
Scholar Award 
in 2010. In 2017, 
he received the 
Stevens County 
4-H Extra Mile 
Award as well as 
the Outstanding 
Graduate Faculty 
Award in the 
Department of 
Animal Science.

Outside of research and extension work, Heins is also 
involved in many organizations. From 2011 to 2013, 
he served on the Department of Animal Graduate 
Studies Committee as the Productive systems 
representative. Heins is active in the American Dairy 
Science Association and the West Central Cattleman’s 
Association. Since 2000, he has been a participant in the 
S-1040 research project. Heins serves on the Minnesota 
Institute for Sustainable Agriculture Board of Directors 
and the Minnesota Organic Advisory Task Force. 

Heins also has found time to work within the 
community. Over the years, he has taught and organized 
Minnesota State Fair 4-H dairy workshops in genetics 
and dairy food. He also served on the Minnesota 4-H 
Dairy Committee and has chaperoned for the National 
Dairy Conference in Madison, Wisconsin. He also was 
an assistant dairy cattle judging coach in 1999. He also 
helps with several outreaches including the University 
of Minnesota’s Organic Dairy Day and Successful Dairy 
System Field Days. 

We are excited to feature Dr. Brad Heins for the 
Department of Animal Science and thank him for 
his contributions to the dairy community and the 
University of Minnesota. 
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4-H + Gopher Dairy Club = 
a great & lasting partnership  
4-H experiences offer youth opportunity to 

explore and build skills that are critical for college 

and career success. 
 

Gopher Dairy Club members are high quality 

interns, counselors and summer staff at 4-H 

programs across Minnesota, including at Gopher 

Dairy Camp and the Minnesota State Fair. 
 

Together, we empower youth with skills to lead 

for a lifetime. Thank you! 
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Regional ADSA-SAD 2019: The 
‘LegenDAIRY’ Experience 

By Eva Doornink, Sophomore, Agricultural Communication & Marketing

North Dakota State University (NDSU) hosted 
eleven schools from the Midwest in Fargo, North 

Dakota for the 2019 Midwest Regional American 
Dairy Science Association- Student Affiliate Division 
Conference (ADSA-SAD). In the below-zero, record-
breaking temperatures, NDSU welcomed a total of 382 
students that attended the conference, 51 of which 
were from the University of Minnesota. The conference 
was held January 25 through 27 at the Delta by 
Marriott Hotel and North Dakota State University’s 
campus. 

All bundled up and packed, the club arrived in Fargo 
early Friday afternoon. With eager anticipation, the 
Senior and Junior Dairy Quiz Bowl teams jumped 
into the competition. After months of planning and 
hard work, the Gopher Dairy Club’s website and the 
past winning yearbook, The Topline were also ready 
and registered for their respective contests. Shortly 
following the contest excitement, the dairy activities 
began with an Ice Cream Social. Later that evening, the 

members enjoyed dinner in the Crystal Ballroom and 
the Annual Meeting proceeded shortly after dessert. 
Both the current and future ADSA officer candidates 
were introduced and the meeting was adjourned. A 
comedian entertained attendees to finish the evening 
off. 

Saturday morning began with the bus barely starting 
and students wrapped in layers due to the extreme 
cold. After the slight delay, the clubs made their way to 
the campus of NDSU to begin the three educational 
sessions. Club members had the opportunity to 
learn about calf care, professional development, and 
everything in between. Full of new knowledge, the 
students were fed a brief lunch and transitioned into 
the heated NDSU Gate City Bank Auditorium. There, 
students enjoyed several virtual tours of farms around 
the Fargo area and were then loaded onto the buses to 
head back to the hotel. 

Saturday evening, students dressed up in their best 
business wear and headed down to the Crystal 
Ballroom for the Formal Banquet. The University 
of Minnesota Dairy Quiz Bowl teams swept the 
competition, winning both the Senior and Junior 
divisions. In addition, the University of Minnesota won 
first place in Yearbook and second place in the infamous 
milk ‘Tippy Cup’ contest. In addition to all these grand 
achievements, Rachel Coyne was elected during the 
banquet to serve as the Treasurer for the Midwest 
Regional ADSA Executive Team for 2019. 

The 2019 Regional meeting was a ‘LegenDAIRY’ 
experience in Fargo, North Dakota. The club is thankful 
to NDSU for hosting us and conducting such a 
successful weekend. We are thrilled to travel to Ames, 
Iowa in the upcoming year for the 2020 Midwest 
Regional ADSA-SAD Conference. 

Left, team members 
included (l-r) Carson Bryan, 

Alexis Giagrande, Brady 
Bobendrier, and Mitch 

Bobendrier.

Right, Mitch Bobendrier 
particpates in the milk 

‘Tippy Cup’ contest.



Right, the senior dairy quiz bowl team of (l-r) 
Haely Leiding, Lauren Hendel, Kayla Leiding, and 

Emiy Annexstad placed first. 

Bottom right, the junior dairy quiz bowl team of (l-
r) Leif Annexstad, Isaac Nelson, Katherine Gathje, 

and Matthias Annexstad also placed first. 

Bottom, Emily Annexstad and Morgan Krasue 
accept the award for the 2017-2018 club year-

book edited by Morgan Krause and Elise Loveless.

Aw
ards

Aw
ards

A
ttendees

A
ttendees

Over 50 Gopher Dairy Club members traveled to NDSU for a “LegenDAIRY’ experience filled with networking, 
tours, workshops, and more!
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The 35th Annual University of Minnesota Gopher 
Dairy Club Recognition Banquet was held on 

February 17, 2019 and brought together many students, 
parents, alumni, faculty, and those in the dairy industry 
to celebrate the achievements of members. The 
banquet was held at the Radisson Hotel in Roseville 
and showcased club events and achievements over the 
past year. 

We were pleased to have a welcome from Dr. Michael 
Schutz, the Head of the Animal Science Department. 
Dr. Schutz was one of the founding members of the 
Gopher Dairy Club and recently returned to the 
University of Minnesota.

The featured speaker was Jim Dickrell, Editor Emeritus 
of Farm Journal Media. Jim has been coming to campus 
to report on stories since the 1970s. He has covered 
the University of Minnesota’s early research on BST and 
wrote one of the first stories on the St. Paul campus’ 
“new” tie stall dairy barn in the 1980s. More recently, 
he has worked with Marcia Endres on her cow care 
and animal comfort studies and Jim Salfer on his robotic 
milker studies. Jim compared agriculture from when he 
began reporting and now and shared the importance 
of adapting to change. The Distinguished Service 
Award was presented to Dr. Marshall Stern. Dr. Stern 
has taught undergraduate and graduate level courses 
in Animal Nutrition and Ruminant Nutrition at the 
University of Minnesota for the past 37 years.

Dairy Club Celebrates 35 Years of 
Success at Annual Banquet

The Distinguished Service Award was presented to Dr. Marshall 
Stern (center), pictured with his wife Alana (right) and oral 

citation presentor Lauren Hendel (left).

The Douglas Siem Memorial Award of $2,000 was presented 
to Kaleb Kruse by past recipient Catherine Thompson.

Judd Hanson (center) presented Brooke Robers (left) and 
Lauren Hendel (right) with plaques from Genex/CRI for 

being selected as the two nominees for the Student 
Recognition Program of National Dairy Shrine.

By Katherine Gathje, Sophomore, Agricultural Comunication & Marketing

The Golden Graduate Award was presented to Sheila Harsdorf 
(center), pictured with her husabd Al Hines (left) and oral 

citation presentor Jeanette Sheehan (right).
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Dylan Fulton’s family joined the Dylan Fulton Outstanding Rookie Award recipeints 
at the banquet. (l-r) Paul Fulton, Jenna Fulton, recipient Katherine Gathje, Kayleen 

Fulton, recipient Mikayla Erf, Mackayln Fulton, and Wyatt Fulton.

Rachel Coyne presented Brooke Roberts 
with the Outstanding Senior Award

Ten new members received $1,500 new student awards from the Gopher Dairy 
Club. Back (l-r) Carter Herbst, Zach Uter, Leif Annexstad, 

Matthias Anenxstad, Isaac Nelson and front (l-r) Ellen Harth, Isabelle Lindahl, 
Bailey Ruen, presenter Mike Slater, Kjersten Veiseth, and Nick Seitzer. 

2019 Banquet Co-Chairs 
Katherine Gathje and Haely Leiding.

The Golden Graduate Award was presented to 
Sheila Harsdorf, of River Falls, WI. Sheila advocated for 
agriculture every day while serving as the Wisconsin 
Secretary of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer 
Protection.

The exceptional accomplishments of our new members 
were also recognized. Kaleb Kruse of Dyersville, IA, 
received the 2019 Douglas Siem Memorial Scholarship 
of $2,000. Additionally, Leif Annexstad of St. Peter, 
MN; Matthias Annexstad of St. Peter, MN; Ellen Harth 
of Hinckly, MN; Carter Herbst of Milaca, MN; Isabelle 
Lindahl of Chisago, MN; Isaac Nelson of Sleepy Eye, MN; 
Bailey Ruen of Lanesboro, MN; Nick Seitzer of St. Peter, 
MN; Zach Uter of Waverly, MN; and Kjersten Veiseth of 
Goodhue, MN were awarded scholarships.

The club lost one of its very involved members in 
September of 2018. Dylan Fulton would have been a 
strong contender for the Outstanding Rookie Award 
because of his dedication to the club. To honor him 
the club decided to rename the Outstanding Rookie 

Award to the Dylan Fulton Outstanding Rookie Award. 
Katherine Gathje and Mikayla Erf were selected as the 
recipients of this award. Brooke Roberts was chosen to 
receive the Dr. Bill Mudge Outstanding Senior Award. 
  
The R.W. Touchberry Outstanding Junior in Animal 
Science was presented to Emily Annexstad. During this 
portion two seniors, Lauren Hendel of Caledonia, MN 
and Brooke Roberts of Manitowoc, WI, chosen by the 
University of Minnesota faculty, were recognized as the 
applicants to represent the University of Minnesota in 
the National Dairy Shrine Student Recognition Award 
Program.

The banquet provides an excellent opportunity for 
members and attendees to reflect on
accomplishments, memories, and dairy industry 
promotion achieved over the last year by the Gopher 
Dairy Club. Many thanks to the alumni, faculty, and 
numerous supporters of the Gopher Dairy Club who 
help maintain its reputation as one of the largest and 
most successful student organizations on campus.



LAMBDA CHAPTER 
 
NURTURE. GROW. 
GIVE. REPEAT. 
 

 WHO WE ARE   
 
 
 

Alpha Gamma Rho 
is the premier social- 
professional fraternity 
on the St. Paul 
campus. AGR men are 
involved in campus 
clubs, student 
organizations, 
community service, 
mentoring, student 
government, judging 
teams and more!  

 
 

A LIFELONG  
NETWORK  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGR is a network of 
over 72,000 men from 
72 chapters working in 
agriculture all over the 
world. Our members 
are the future leaders 
of agriculture, food, 
and fiber industries.   

 

 THE HOUSE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On your next St. Paul 
campus visit, come 
check out our recently 
renovated $3.3 million 
chapter house at 2060 
Carter Ave. 

 
 
Interested in learning more > 
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       CONNECT WITH US:   

Visit umnagr.com to learn 
more about our brotherhood.   
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Sam Bobendrier > boben026@umn.edu 
  Phone: 507-215-3376  

       Jeremy Soine > soine035@umn.edu 
                        Phone: 507-298-7455     
 

IN 2019, LAMBDA 
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CAMPUS.  
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UMN Teams Take 
Top Honors in 
Hoard’s Dairyman 
Judging Contest
By Emily Annexstad, Senior, Animal Science 
and Agricultural Communication & 
Marketing

E ach year, multiple teams made up of Gopher Dairy 
Club members compete in the annual Hoard’s 

Dairyman Judging contest. Club members enjoy 
gathering with their respective houses to test their 
judging skills and debate the correct placings. For the 
past two years, the top three teams in the collegiate 
division were all from the University of Minnesota!

University of Minnesota women dominated the 
collegiate division of the contest in 2019. The top place 
team was made up of several Gopher Dairy Club 
members in Beta of Clovia Sorority. Two teams from 
Lambda Delta Phi Sorority placed second and third 
in the contest. There were a total of 52 teams in the 
collegiate division in 2019.

Gopher Dairy Club members also had success 
individually. In the senior division, Kayla Leiding took 
5th place followed by Ramsey Piotter, Amber Cafferty, 
and Haley Leiding in 6th, 7th, and 8th place respectively. 
Elizabeth Wippler and Libby Wilts rounded out the 

University’s success in the senior division in 11th and 
12th place. In the junior division club members Kjersten 
Veiseth and Kira Quam took 2nd and 3rd. Honorable 
mention Gopher Dairy Club members include Catie 
Schmidt, Annie Benzine, Mikayla Erf, Eva Doornink, 
Geneva Nunes, Elizabeth Shaver and Kyra Flom. 

In 2018 the team made up of members from Alpha 
Gamma Rho Fraternity took top honors. The team was 
closely followed by two other University of Minnesota 
teams from Lambda Delta Phi Sorority and Farmhouse 
Fraternity. Sixty-six teams were vying for a top finish in 
the collegiate division in 2018. 

Special thank you to Jake Seiwert and Mikayla Erf for 
coordinating the submission of the club’s entries for 
the past two years. Gopher Dairy Club members look 
forward to competing in the 90th Annual Hoard’s 
Dairyman Judging contest in 2020. 

Members of the winning team in 2019 include, back row, 
(l-r) Kayla Leiding, Catie Schmidt, Annie Benzine, Ramsey 

Piotter and Elizabeth Wippler. Front row (l-r) Amber 
Cafferty, Kjersten Veiseth, Kira Quam, and Libby Wilts. 

Members of the winning team in 2018 include, back row (l-r) Fred Mansfield, Blaine Knutson, Chase 
DeFrang, and Jordan Agrimson. Front row (l-r) Mike Slater, Brady Bobendrier, Jake Borst, and Matt Stelflug. 
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This year marked the 103rd MN Royal competition 
on the St. Paul campus at the University of 

Minnesota. Since its founding, MN Royal has been 
a time for the many organizations on the campus 
to come together for a week’s worth of friendly 
competition, and this year’s MN Royal was no different. 
The Gopher Dairy Club was just one of the seven 
organizations that participated this year. The club’s MN 
Royal king and queen candidates were Kaleb Kruse and 
Krista Styer. Isaac Nelson was chosen to organize the 
club’s participation as the organization’s representative. 
                                                                              
Kicking off MN Royal was the Monday night skit 
competition where the club did a “60 Minutes” 
interview parody with the club’s adviser, Dr. Les 
Hansen. On Tuesday, members represented the club 
by competing in the quiz bowl competition.The 
following day there were two exciting competitions: 
the 1.5 mile Royal Run around campus and a club 
favorite, the Milkmaid competition. At Milkmaid, Krista 
Styer, the club’s queen candidate, was tasked with 
milking a cow as the club sang a parody of Journey’s 
hit song, “Don’t Stop Believing”. Thursday’s event 
was the infamous concert put on by the Johnny 
Holm’s band as well as the introduction of all the 
organizations’ royalty candidates. The next day was 
the Ag Olympics which included different events such 
as the egg toss, tug-of-war, and an obstacle course.                                                                     

Bright and early Saturday morning, the barns on 
campus were filled with participants getting their 
animals ready for the showmanship contest, all of 
whom were eager to show off their hard work. After 
the last round of showing was the animal calling 
contest. Contestants were asked to give their best 
impressions of a cow, pig, sheep and an animal of their 
choice. Dr. Les Hansen even served as one of the 
animal calling judges! To end the day, the 2019 MN 
Royal king and queen were crowned. This year’s king 
was Brady Bobendrier and queen was Annie Benzine, 
both Gopher Dairy Club members.    
       
Rounding off this year’s MN Royal competition was the 
awards ceremony. After everything was said and done, 
and points were tallied, this year’s MN Royal winning 
organization was the Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity. 
Delta Theta Sigma Fraternity came in second and Beta 
of Clovia Sorority took home third. Thank you to all 
of those who participated and helped make this year’s 
MN Royal a success.

MN Royal: A Tradition Unlike Any Other
By Isaac Nelson, Freshman, Animal Science - Dairy Production Emphasis

Krista Styer and Kaleb Kruse led the club through several 
activities as the the Gopher Dairy Club’s Royalty representatives.
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Brooke Roberts and Dr. Les Hansen 
serve as judges of the animal calling 

contest 

Gopher Dairy Club member Nick Seitzer 
participates in the dairy showmanship 

contest.

Isaac Nelson shows off his animal calling 
skills in between showmanship contests.

Gopher Dairy Club members enthusastically preform “Don’t Stop Milking,” their parody to Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing,” 
during the Milkmaid contest.

Gopher Dairy Club members Kjersten Veiseth and Andrew Backman win champion and reserve champion ameateur dairy 
showmen (left). Members Kaleb Kruse and Emily Annexstad recieved champion and reserve champion honors in the professional 

division (right).
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Club Members Cheer on the Timberwolves 

0n February 2, the Gopher Dairy Club headed to the 
Target Center in downtown Minneapolis to watch 

a Minnesota Timberwolves basketball game. The 15 
members who attended the game arrived ahead of the 
8:00 tipoff time to pick up their free U of MN socks, get 
some food, and watch the players warm up.

Once the game started, the members enjoyed a close, 
back-and-forth match between the Timberwolves 
and the top-seeded Denver Nuggets. Karl Anthony-
Towns led the Timberwolves with 31 points and a 
dozen rebounds. Nikola Jokic countered with a triple-
double, leading the Nuggets to a 107-106 victory. The 
Timberwolves had an exciting chance to get ahead late 
on a corner three, but Luol Deng just missed, and the 
Timberwolves dropped to 25-27 on the season. 

Club members enjoy getting off campus to attend a 
Minnesota Timberwolves game.

By Matthias Annexstad, Freshman, Animal Science - Dairy Production

GDC members 
Natalie Barka and 

Valerie Sauder 
volunteered at Ag 
Awareness Day 
and shared their 
dairy knowledge 

with other students.

Several members from the Gopher Dairy Club 
volunteered at the 10th annual Agriculture 

Awareness Day on Tuesday, April 16. The Agricultural 
Education, Communication & Marketing club hosted 
the annual event at Northrop Plaza on the East Bank 
campus. On one of the first warm, sunny days of the 
year, many students, staff, and community members 

Members Volunteer at Ag Awareness Day
By Olivia Vande Hey, Junior, Agricultural Communication & Marketing

came to check out the exhibits. Student volunteers 
from CFANS were there to teach others about the 
different aspects of agriculture. Gopher Dairy Club 
members were stationed by the calf. It was a great way 
for members to share their knowledge and passion with 
the public!

Visitors had the opportunity to talk with exhibitors, 
who shared their agriculture story. Ag Awareness 
Day serves as an opportunity for students on 
the Minneapolis campus to get a glimpse of what 
agriculture and the St. Paul campus are all about. Many 
attendees expressed that they did not know any of 
this existed at the University of Minnesota, and how 
interested they were in learning more. Through activities 
at exhibitors’ booths, students were able to learn facts 
about agriculture they had never been exposed to. 
Having livestock there also provided talking points with 
students and sparked many interesting conversations. 
Gopher Dairy Club members were happy to have the 
opportunity to take a part in this great event!
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Each spring, FFA Members participate in the Minnesota FFA 
State Judging Contest. E                    very April the University of Minnesota campus is 

flooded with blue jackets for the annual Minnesota 
State FFA Convention. The Gopher Dairy Club was 
again honored to be able to host the State FFA Dairy 
Cattle Evaluation Career Development Event.  
       
 This year’s contest took place on April 29, 2019 and 
was held in the Lee and Rose Warner Coliseum at 
the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Trent Dado and 
Eric Houdek officiated the competition, and over 
220 FFA members from across the state competed 
in the contest. These FFA members participated in 
six placement classes, two sets of reasons, a type 
and pedigree class, and a sire selection class. Megan 
Ratka from the Paynesville FFA Chapter was the high 
individual of the contest. From Plainview-Elgin-Millville 
FFA Chapter, Isaac Root placed second behind her, 
and Seth Pierson from the St. James Area FFA Chapter 
took home the third place honors. Plainview-Elgin-
Millville FFA Chapter was the first place team, with 
Fillmore Central FFA coming in at a close second. 
Kenyon Wanamingo FFA was awarded third place. 
                                                                                   
In conjunction with the judging contest, the Dairy 
Handler Career Development Event was also held 
on the 29th. This year two dairy cattle judging team 
members, Lauren Hendel and Rachel Coyne, were 
the officials for the contest. Twenty-nine participants 
competed, and Josie Sutherland from the Pipestone 
Area FFA Chapter took first place. In second place 
was Peyton Morrison from the Rushford-Peterson 
FFA Chapter, and Adam Scapanski from Sauk Rapids-
Rice finished in third place. Congratulations to all FFA 
members!      
       
This contest would not be possible without the efforts 
of Tony Seykora and Gopher Dairy Club members. 
Thank you!

Blue Jackets, 
Cows, and Golden
Competition
By Mikayla Erf, Junior, Animal Science

GDC member Sierra Swanson marks cards at the contest.

Lauren Hendel and Rachel Coyne judged the showmanship 
portion of the judging contest

Senior Kayla Leiding listents to FFA members give reasons.
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T he FFA Fall Invitation Dairy Judging contest was 
held on Wednesday October 9. The Gopher Dairy 

Club hosted 56 teams and 189 individuals at the 
CHS Miracle of Birth Center on the Minnesota State 
Fairgrounds.

The morning and contest started with a team activity 
consisting of DHIA report evaluations and a dairy 
knowledge test. The contestants then judged two 
Holstein heifer classes and four Holstein cow classes. 
Gopher Dairy Club members were hard at work in the 
ring showing off the animals for the contestants. Sire 
evaluation and sire selection were also a part of the 
contest along with judging cattle based on pedigree, 
type, and overall. Each contestant then gave one set of 
reasons or answered questions about one of the classes 
they judged. 

Pine Island FFA was the winning team of the contest 
and  were followed by Plainview-Elgin-Millville in second. 
Howard-Lake-Waverly-Winsted placed third below 
them. The overall top individual was Clara Thompson 
of Plainview-Elgin-Millville. She was followed by Anne 
Simpson of Pine Island in second and Konner Harpestad 
of United South Central in third. Congratulations to all 
of these teams and students!

The invitational would not have been possible without 
the help of many Gopher Dairy Club members. 
Members helped clip and wash the cattle before the 
contest. During the contest, they helped transport and 
lead cattle, mark cards, and take reasons. The contest 
was officiated by  Rachel Coyne, recent University of 
Minnesota dairy judging alumni, and Dr. Tony Sekora. 
A big thank you to club members, University faculty, 
FFA advisors, industry volunteers, and contestants 
for working hard and making this contest a success. 
We look forward to hosting this invitational for FFA 
members for years to come!

Kjersten Veiseth, Sophomore, Animal Science 

FFA Dairy Judging 
Teams Succeed at 
Fall Invitational

FFA members from throughout Minnesota are hard at work 
taking notes during the contest.

GDC members lead animals during the contest. 

Contest official Rachel Coyne gives her reasons for the placing.

Cows from the University of Minnesota are used for the judging 
contest held at the Miracle of Birth Center at the state fair.
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Fun and Educational Filled Days at 
Gopher Dairy Camp

By Catherine Thompson, Junior, Agricultural Communication & Marketing

F orty-six youth gathered at the 4-H Building on the 
Minnesota State Fairgrounds to kick-start the 2019 

show season with a unique summer camp.  The 15th 
annual Gopher Dairy Camp, hosted by the Gopher 
Dairy Club in cooperation with the Minnesota 4-H 
Dairy Project Committee and Minnesota Livestock 
Breeders Association, was held June 16 to 18. This 
three-day camp provides its youth attendees from 
across Minnesota and Wisconsin with opportunities 
to sharpen their fitting and showmanship skills, while 
learning about the dairy industry and forming lifelong 
friendships.       
       
The campers arrived ready to learn and have some 
fun making for a great Sunday afternoon filled with a 
grill out and a dairy quiz bowl competition. Campers 
enjoyed competing to earn “moo money” with tasks 
that ranged from answering dairy related trivia to 
pulling pranks on counselors. They then put their 
hard-earned “moo money” to use at the Gopher Gold 
Auction, hosted by Powerless Balc. There they bought 
the calf they would clip, fit, and work with throughout 
camp, finishing by showing them in the ring on Tuesday.  
       
Monday morning began with a tour of Autumnwood 
Dairy in Forest Lake, MN. The campers got the 
opportunity to see the Daninger’s on-farm processing, 
sample their delicious chocolate milk, and tour their 

dairy facilities, including a newly built parlor. The farm 
tour was followed by a fitting and clipping workshop, 
where campers learned new tips they used to clip 
their animals Monday afternoon and later fit them on 
Tuesday. They were also treated to a showmanship clinic 
lead by Katie Coyne.      
       
Campers ended the night having fun at Skyzone, a 
trampoline park in the Twin Cities. Tuesday morning, Dr. 
Bob Horton, from The Ohio State University, did not 
disappoint, returning with his popular Fun With Dairy 
Foods workshop. Following lunch, campers prepared 
their animals for the friendly showmanship competition, 
judged by two Gopher Dairy Club alumni, Krista Styer 
and Tyler Otte. Camp counselors escorted campers 
and their calves as they walked across campus to the 
livestock pavilion for the showmanship competition as 
the grand finale of camp.     
        
As always, the success of the Gopher Dairy Camp is the 
result of our many volunteers, food service, alumni co-
chairs, and its generous sponsors: Minnesota Livestock 
Breeders Association, Minnesota 4-H Dairy Project 
Committee, Minnesota Farmers Union, Shultz Milk 
Hauling, Minnesota Purebred Dairy Cattle Association, 
Munson Lakes Nutrition, Udder Tech Inc., West Central 
Initiative, Minnesota Farm Bureau, Nelson Milk Hauling, 
Form-A-Feed, and Minnesota Select Sires. 

Above left, campers and counselors pose with the Daninger family during their farm tour.  Above right, campers were 
able to sample milk processed on Autumnwood Dairy. 
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Almost 50 youth participated in the 2019 Gopher Dairy Camp!

Below, GDC member Tanner Morrison shares his fitting       
knowledge with campers.

Above, the Gopher Gold Auction was a hit again in 2019.

Left, campers try their hand at making in cheese during the 
Fun with Dairy Foods Workshop.

Below, Katie Coyne gave a showmanship demonstration to 
help campers prepare for the showmanship competition.

GDC alumni Tyler Otte gives campers showmanship tips.
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The 2019 Minnesota State Fair ran from August 22 
to September 2. Dairy club members sweated and 

smiled their way throughout some of the busiest and 
memorable days of the year at the Minnesota State Fair. 
All to highlight their passion for the dairy industry and 
their education. 

Similar to last year, the state fair saw record breaking 
attendance, with hundreds of thousands of people 
enjoying the fair’s activities. As a result, the Gopher 
Dairy Bar had lines of happy people coming in 
consistently throughout the weekend. In the end, the 
booth ended up using 845 cases of shake mix and 615 
gallons of milk. 

Our reputation for amazing shakes helped us get on a 
local TV station which was covering the various types 
of delicious foods at the fair, and decided to highlight 
our ice cream treats. As a result, new customers came 
flocking to the booth. 

Although business was booming, no operation is 
without its complications. Due to ordering issues, the 
booth did not have the customer favorite flavor of mint. 
After a short trial run at the end of last year’s fair, the 

caramel flavor returned and turned out to be one of 
the most popular flavors of the year. 

The Gopher Dairy Bar also lacked its second senior 
manager. Typically, the bar has two senior managers and 
two junior managers, however after the unfortunate 
passing of Dylan Fulton the team was left to run the 
booth without his dedication and loveable personality. 
In honor and memory of their fellow manager, Dylan, 
the three managers, Lewis Mansfield, Nick Selseth, and 
Nick Seitzer, worked extremely hard to ensure the 
success of the Gopher Dairy Bar. His name along with 
many other previous managers are immortalized inside 
the dairy bar’s cooler, to forever be in the place that 
keeps the business alive. 

We would like to extend a special thank you to recent 
GDC alumni and former dairy bar managers Alyssa 
Groskopf and Matt Stellpflug for your willingness to 
come back and assist in the Gopher Dairy Bar this year. 
Your support is appreciated and did not go unnoticed. 
Thank you to all the club members for their hard 
work and another year of wonderful experiences. We 
anticipate an even better one next year in 2020!

A Different Dairy Bar
By Lewis Mansfield, Junior, Strategic Communication, Agriculture and Food Business Management

GDC members Emily Annexstad, Ashley Hagenow, and Bailey 
Ruen work in the dairy bar.

Left, state fair goers 
eargerly line up to get their 

milkshakes.

Greg Brosig serves 
milkshakes at the Gopher 

Dairy Bar.



M
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D
airy Bar

D
airy Bar

The Gopher Dairy Bar would not be possible without the hard work of our managers. Serving as managers in the 
2019 Dairy Bar were: (from left) Nick Seitzer, Nick Selseth, and Lewis Mansfield.

Kjersten Veiseth and Matthias Annexstad are all smiles while 
serving milkshakes at the Gopher Dairy Bar.

Families wait in line for their turn to order.

The Gopher Dairy Bar is a popular stop for fairgoers. Tanner Morrison counts change as the sun sets on 
another day at the Minnesota State Fair.
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Outstanding Youth 
Recognized in 
Minnesota 4-H 
Dairy Showcase

T The 11th annual Minnesota 4-H Dairy Showcase 
was held on Sunday, August 25, at the Minnesota 

State Fairground in the Compeer Arena. This year the 
Showcase honored a total of 35 4-H youth. Along 
with the 25 recipients in the Showcase, there was an 
additional 10 recipients in sixth to eight grade that were 
honored in the Rising Stars program. In total more than 
$50,000 were donated by sponsors and distributed 
amongst the top 35 dairy project members in 
Minnesota. Over the past 11 years, a total of $403,000 
has been raised and awarded to deserving 4-Hers from 
across Minnesota.

Showcase applicants are evaluated on a point-scale 
system. Each youth must fill out an online leadership 
portfolio, which is evaluated. They earn points based 
on their leadership in the dairy project, community 
involvement, dairy-related activities such as dairy 
judging and dairy quiz bowl, 4-H accomplishments, life 
accomplishments, and two essay questions that relate to 

the dairy industry. Points are also awarded to youth that 
place in the top 12 of their respective showmanship 
age categories, grand or reserve champion honors in 
the show ring, and their 4-H dairy interviews at the 
Minnesota State Fair.

This year, four Gopher Dairy Club members we 
honored in the Showcase. Brenna Connelly was 6th, 
Kendra Waldenberger was 10th, Matthias Annexstad 
was 11th, and Emily Leonard was 23rd. The Gopher 
Dairy Club has been a proud Showcase sponsor since 
2009 and was recognized as a Tanker level donor this 
year. The Gopher Dairy Club sponsored the 2nd place 
award of $3,500.

The Minnesota 4-H Dairy Showcase is put on by the 
Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association and the 
Minnesota 4-H Dairy Project Development Committee. 
The Showcase would not be possible without the help 
of all of the generous donors. The scholarship awards 
recognize youth’s hard work and dedication to the 
dairy project. With the new addition of the Rising Star 
program, it encourages younger 4-Hers to apply for the 
Showcase and also be recognized for their hard work. 

Sponsors are what make this program possible. If you 
would like to donate to the Minnesota 4-H Dairy 
Showcase, please contact Steve Pooch at (651) 323-
4210 or steve.pooch@mnstatefair.org. Your donations 
help give recognition to the hard-working members of 
the Minnesota 4-H dairy project.

Gopher Dairy Club president, Emily Annexstad and vice 
president, Rachel Coyne, presented Owen Scheffler 

with the 2nd place award.

By Kendra Waldenberger, Freshman, Animal 
Science, Agricultural Communication & 
Marketing

Gopher Dairy Club member Kendra Waldenberger shows 
off her Brown Swiss cow during the Minnesota 4-H Dairy 

Showcase Award Program.



Back row (l-r): Cael Carlson, Jacob Twohey, Sam Bobendrier, Jay Dicke
Middle row (l-r): Kristi Getschel, Brenna Connelly, Mikayla Peper, Ashley Hagenow, Emily Popp

 Front row (l-r): Kendra Waldenberger, Olivia Loveless 
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 Backrow (l-r): Nick Seitzer, Matthew Strobel, Leif Annexstad, Lincoln Bryan, Matthias Annexstad, Zach Uter, Carter 
Herbst, Isaac Nelson

Middle row (l-r): Kira Quam, Valerie Sauder, Kaiya Novacek, Emma Nelson, Bailey Ruen
Bottom row (l-r): Isabelle Lindahl, Ellen Harth, Emily Leonard, Kjersten Veiseth
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Back row (l-r): Nicholas Achen, Nick Selseth, Chandler Kurth, Lewis Mansfield, Andrew Backman
Middle Row (l-r): Kate Rechtzigel, Katie Thompson, Leah Ruen, Maddie Zutz, Michaela King

Front row (l-r): Eva Doornink, Kyra Flom, Katherine Gathje, Mikayla Erf, Ramsey Piotter

Back row (l-r): Carson Bryan, Kaleb Kruse, Rachel Coyne, Tanner Morrison, Sierra Swanson
Front row (l-r): Anna Zeis, Emily Annexstad, Ashley Warren, Emily Reinarts

Juniors
Juniors

Seniors
Seniors
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The Gopher Dairy Club is founded on several 
strong traditions and one of them is the annual 

club reunion. This year the club wanted to switch things 
up and have the reunion a little closer tonhome at a 
different time. The annual Gopher Dairy Club alumni 
reunion was held on the evening
of Saturday, August 24 at the Learning and 
Environmental Sciences Building on the University
of Minnesota Campus.

Uncoincidentally, the reunion was held towards the 
conclusion of the Minnesota 4-H Dairy Show at the 
Minnesota State Fair. Reunion attendees were able to 
fulfill their parental, or volunteer duties at the State Fair 
before walking to the reunion. Club alumni were able 
to take in a high-quality 4-H show, try out some new 
foods, and catch up with fellow alumni and current
students to make for a fulfilling trip.

The strong tradition of the Gopher Dairy Club Alumni 
Reunion is one of the most looked forward
to events of each year. Current members, proud 
Gopher Alumni, and industry members with
relations to the club and the University gather to 
network, reconnect, and reminisce with one
another, as well as celebrate what the club and its 
members have accomplished in the past year. With 
great food and excellent company, a great time is always 
had by all.

This year was another successful and well-attended 
reunion. The club was fortunate to have
past, current, and hopefully, future club members attend 
the reunion to fill up the atrium of the
Learning and Environmental Sciences Building which 
was once known as the Livestock
Pavilion. There was plenty of great food catered by the 
University of Minnesota and cold beverages to make 
the time and conversations even more enjoyable.

Gopher Dairy Club is extremely fortunate to have not 
only great members but great alumni and
connections with other industry professionals. As club 
members continue to excel in their activities and alumni 
continue to be leaders in the industry, the Alumni 
Reunion also continues to grow. We look forward to 
seeing everyone at another successful reunion next 
year!

New Time and 
Location Make for 
Successful Alumni 
Reunion
By Katherine Gathje, Junior, Agricultural 
Communication & Marketing

Gopher Dairy Club alumni catch up during the annual Alumni 
renion in 2019. 

Gopher Dairy Club members and alumni enjoyed networking with 
each other during the event on St. Paul campus. 
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Minnesota delegation: Front Row (l-r) Rel Seykora (chaperone), Alice Hebig, Allison Wright, Kallie Frericks, Megan 
Ratka and Kiley Lickfelt. Middle row, (l-r) Jenna Caughey, Montana Krueger, Sydney Hendel, Erin O’Brien, Paige 
Welling and Brea Kieffer. Back row, (l-r) Abby Foss, Kaitlyn Rux, Thad Schlauderaff, Elizabeth Webster, Alaina 

Johnson and Alyson Dieball. Missing from photo: Johannah Nielson.

The 65th 
National Dairy 4-H 
Dairy Conference

Minnesota 
delegate, Sydney 

Hendel 
introduced the key-
note speaker, Alise 

Sjostrom from 
Redhead 
Creamery.T he 65th National 4-H Dairy Conference was a 

great, fun, and educational experience for the 
19 Minnesota delegates.  Arriving in Madison, WI 
on Sunday afternoon, September 29, the five day 
conference started with the opening assembly for 
the 200 delegates from 27 states and three Canadian 
provinces. 

Through workshops, speakers, educational field trips, 
and networking with other dairy oriented youth, 4-H 
members gained skills they could use to strengthen 
their futures in the dairy industry. Workshop topics 
included biotechnology, genomics, dairy food evaluation 
and marketing, dairy nutrition, artificial insemination, 
and future careers.  Tours included ABS Global, Hoard’s 
Dairyman Magazine Headquarters, Hoard’s Dairyman 
Farm, Nasco International, National Dairy Shrine 

Museum, Crave Brothers Farm and Homestead cheese 
plant, and the World Dairy Expo. 

On Wednesday evening, the 4-Hers enjoyed a farewell 
dance with their new dairy friends from across North 
America. In addition to all of the friendships gained, the 
conference was a great opportunity for delegates to 
learn leadership skills and gain exposure to the many 
career opportunities that the dairy industry has to offer.
State-wide financial support was provided by the 
Gopher Dairy Club, Midwest Dairy Association, 
Compeer Financial, Minnesota Milk Producers, Select 
Sires, and Minnesota 4-H Dairy Endowment Fund.

By Dr. Tony Seykora, Professor, Animal 
Science
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The 70th 
Annual National 
Dairy Shrine 
Awards Banquet

Members recieving National Dairy Shrine scholarships indluded:
Back row (l-r) Emily Annexstad, Rachel Coyne, Matthias 
Annexstad, Brooke Roberts, and Kendra Waldenburger

Front Row (l-r): Ashley Warren, Katherine Gathje, Maddie Zutz, 
and Ashley Hagenow

By Ashley Hagenow, Freshman, Agricultural 
Communication & Marketing

GDC alumni Brooke Roberts and Laura Jensen reicieved the 
second-place Senior Student Recognition Scholarship and 

H.H. Kildee Graduate Studies Scholarship, respectively. 

T he 70th Annual National Dairy Shrine Award 
Banquet was held on October 3, 2019 in Madison, 

WI in conjunction with the World Dairy Expo. 
The National Dairy Shrine honors dairy producers, 
breeders, and industry leaders who have made a 
significant impact on the dairy industry over their 
lifetimes. The National Dairy Shrine also sponsors 
scholarships to recognize college students whose goals 
are driven towards serving as future dairy industry 
leaders and innovators. This year, several members 
of the Gopher Dairy Club were honored with these 
prestigious scholarships at the National Dairy Shrine 
Awards Banquet . There, they were recognized for their 
outstanding achievements in academics, leadership, and 
involvement in the dairy industry.     
       
Gopher Dairy Club alumni member Laura Jensen was 
the $3,000 H.H. Kildee Graduate Studies Scholarship 
recipient. Additionally, past dairy club member Brooke 
Roberts received the second-place Senior Student 
Recognition Scholarship in the amount of $1,500. 

The top National Dairy Shrine/Dairy Management 
Incorporated Milk and Dairy Products Scholarship 
recipient was senior Emily Annexstad in the amount 
of $1,500, while senior Ashley Warren was awarded 
$1,000. The National Dairy Shrine/Dairy Management 
Incorporated Education and Communication 
Scholarship of $1,000 was awarded to both senior 
Rachel Coyne and junior Katherine Gathje. Emily 
Annexstad was also the top recipient of the Merton 
Sowerby Junior Merit Scholarship for $1,500.    
       
Madeline Zutz, a junior, was honored with a Mike 
Lancaster Sophomore Merit Scholarship in the amount 
of $1,000. Sophomore Matthias Annexstad obtained 
a Maurice Core Scholarship in the amount of $1,000. 
Both of the Marshall E. McCullough Communication 
Scholarships were awarded to freshmen members 
of the Gopher Dairy Club. Ashley Hagenow was 
honored with the top award of $2,000, while Kendra 
Waldenberger earned the second-place scholarship of 
$1,500.                                                                    
       
Together these ten members were honored with 
$16,000 in awards. The Gopher Dairy Club is very 
proud of their achievements and representation at 
the National Dairy Shrine Awards Banquet. Thank 
you to the National Dairy Shrine for providing 
these scholarship opportunities for students and 
congratulations to all of the award recipients. 
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Eight years ago, the Gopher Dairy Club teamed up 
with the University’s Career and Internship Ser-

vices Office to create the first annual Food Animal          
Networking Evening (FANE). On October 23, 2019, 
students and business representatives gathered         
together at the Delta by Marriot in Minneapolis for a 
night of networking, conversations, and a delicious meal.

FANE is an event open to all 
members of the Gopher Dairy 
Club, the Pre-Vet Club, Agriculture 
Education Club, and Block and 
Bridle on the St. Paul Campus. 
The goal of FANE is to provide an   
opportunity for students to net-
work with businesses on a more 
personal level than a typical career 
fair and give industry profession-
als the chance to meet with the 
future of the agriculture industry. Intern-
ships and potential jobs are promoted 
heavily at the event by business repre-
sentatives and connections are made to benefit both 
students and companies. Students from majors across 
the College of Food, Agriculture, and Natural Resource 
Sciences are represented at this exciting event. This year 
60 students and 17 companies were in attendance.

FANE is broken down into two portions: the career fair 
and the banquet. Students are given two hours to net-
work with businesses before a sit down meal and short 
dinner program. The sit down meal allows students and 
industry professionals another opportunity to network 
and learn more about each other. Students rank their 
top companies in order to be placed with a company 
that closely aligns with their career goals for dinner. 

Along with networking, FANE allows students to work 
on additional professional skills. Students are asked to 
wear business professional clothing and come with an 
updated resume to give to potential employers. Ad-

ditionally, students are given the chance to practice 
proper dinner etiquette and conversation during the sit 
down meal. 

During the banquet, FANE Chair, Rachel Coyne, gave 
remarks and emceed the evening and FANE Assistant 
Chair, Nicholas Achen, provided an invocation before 
dinner. Each year, two senior members of the Gopher 

Dairy Club give a presentation. 
This year, the presentation was 
titled, “Student to Star Candidate.” 
Seniors Ashley Warren and Kaleb 
Kruse provided attendees with 
tips and tricks for applying and 
obtaining jobs or internships from 
both the viewpoints of candidates 
and employers. 

The event grew from last year, 
adding more excitement and opportu-
nity to the career fair. Thank you to all 
that attended. 

The businesses in attendance were:

Eighth Annual Food Animal 
Networking Evening

By Rachel Coyne, Senior, Animal Science

• All-American Co-op
• Cargill
• broadhead. 
• Dairyland Seed
• Davis Family Dairies
• Diamond V
• Holden Farms
• Land O’ Lakes
• Merck Animal Health
• Midwest Dairy Association
• Milk Specialties Global
• Minnesota Farm Bureau
• Minnesota Select Sires
• Riverview LLC
• STGenetics
• University of Minnesota Extension
• Vita Plus

FANE Co-Chairs Rachel Coyne and 
Nicholas Achen. 
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Students enjoyed the networking experience and opportuniy to make one-on-one connections with industry profesionals. 

Shannon Seifert (left) and Jenna Davis (right) discuss potential 
interernships with freshman Mikayla Pepper. 

Gopher Dairy Club members Brenna Connelly and Katherine 
Gathje came prepared for networking.

Industry representatives enjoyed connecting with and recruiting students for jobs and internships.
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From MN to PA to 
WI, Senior Team 
Finds Success
By Sierra Swanson, Senior, Animal Science

E ach fall, a group of enthusiastic University of 
Minnesota students pack up and hit the road to 

begin a new season of dairy judging. The team and 
coaches spend numerous hours traveling and evaluating 
dairy cattle across the Midwest in preparation for all 
their upcoming contests. Numerous farms graciously 
allowed the team to visit their farms and practice 
judging their dairy cattle. The hours put in during 
practice lead to another successful season for the 
University of Minnesota dairy judging team.

This year, the same four individuals traveled to both 
Harrisburg, PA and Madison, WI for the All-American 
Dairy Show and World Dairy Expo Collegiate Judging 
contests. This team consisted of seniors: Rachel Coyne, 
Spring Valley, WI, Tanner Morrison, Peterson, MN, Sierra 
Swanson, Hutchinson, MN, and Kaleb Kruse, Dyersville, 
IA. 

Placing second overall among 16 university teams, the 
University of Minnesota successfully competed in the 
collegiate dairy cattle judging contest held September 
16th at the All-American Dairy Show in Harrisburg, 

PA. This is the sixth year in a row, the University of 
Minnesota’s team has placed either first or second at 
the Harrisburg contest. The team placed 2nd in oral 
reasons, 2nd in the Ayrshire breed, 2nd in the Brown 
Swiss breed, 4th in the Guernsey breed, and 5th in the 
Holstein breed. Individually, Tanner Morrison placed 5th 
individual overall, 2nd in oral reasons, 2nd in Ayrshire, 
and 2nd in Holstein.  Rachel Coyne placed 12th overall, 
9th in oral reasons, and 10th in Jersey. Sierra Swanson 
placed 13th overall, and 2nd in the Guernsey breed. 

Just over one week after returning home from 
Harrisburg, the team made their way to Madison, 
WI. The University of Minnesota placed third overall 
in the National Intercollegiate Dairy Cattle Judging 
Contest on September 30 at World Dairy Expo. The 
Minnesota team was 1st in Holstein, 2nd in Ayrshire, 
2nd in Brown Swiss, 5th in Guernsey, and 5th in Jersey. 
Individually, Coyne and Morrison were named “the 
duo from Minnesota” as they placed 2nd and 3rd 
overall, respectively, and were named All-Americans. 
Furthermore, Coyne placed 4th in Jersey, 9th in 
Ayrshire, and 9th in Brown Swiss, and Morrison was 6th 
in Holstein. 

We recognize that the team’s success is a result of 
the time and effort contributed by our dedicated and 
talented coaches: Dr. Les Hansen, Alicia Thurk, Eric 
Houdek, and Gabriella Sorg. Thank you to our coaches 
for dedicating so much time to the University of 
Minnesota dairy judging program and for providing us 
with your wealth of dairy judging knowledge. This year 
was an exciting dairy judging season yet again, and we 
can’t wait to see what next year holds!

The dairy judging team of Sierra Swanson (second from 
left) , Tanner Morrison, Rachel Coyne, and Kaleb Kruse 

pictured with chaperone Nate Donnay (left) in Harrisburg. 

The dairy judging team of (l-r) Eric Houdek (coach), 
Gabriella Sorg (coach), Tanner Morrison, Kaleb Kruse, 

Rachel Coyne, Sierra Swanson, Alicia Thurk (coach), and Dr. 
Les Hansen (coach) competed at World Dairy Expo.
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T raveling in minivans, the University of Minnesota 
Collegiate Dairy Judging team hit the road in the 

fall to prepare for the season’s national contests. After 
visiting elite dairy farms to evaluate cattle, and stopping 
at Kwik-Trips in between, the judging team was more 
than ready for the season. Inspired and excited, the 
University of Minnesota Dairy Judging team rowed the 
boat to more national titles.

For the fifth year in a row, the University of Minnesota 
placed 1st overall in the collegiate dairy cattle judging 
contest held on November 10 at the North American 
International Livestock Exposition  in Louisville, 
Kentucky. The team won by 28 points over Oklahoma 
State; topping the 16 other four-year university teams 
competing. Holding on tight to tradition, University 
of Minnesota teams have placed first overall in the 
Louisville contest in eight of the past ten years. The 
contest has been a favorite of Minnesota students 
for numerous years. The students claim the quality of 
the contest is what makes it most enjoyable, but Les 
Hansen (and Kaleb Kruse) would argue the stops in 
Iowa that make it the best trip. 

Individually, Emily Annexstad dominated the contest! 
Emily was 1st overall, 1st in oral reasons, and 1st in the 
Holstein breed. Following closely behind, Eva Doornink 

placed 8th overall, 3rd in oral reasons, 1st in the Jersey 
breed, and 3rd in the Brown Swiss breed. Continuing 
the success, Sierra Swanson was 10th overall, 2nd 
in oral reasons, and 4th in the Jersey breed. With an 
incredible day, the University of Minnesota walked away 
with numerous awards including 1st Team Overall, 
1st Team Oral Reasons, 1st Team Jersey, 2nd Team 
Holstein, and 3rd Team Brown Swiss. Driving through 
a snowstorm, the team made it back safely to campus 
with boxes of trophies and ribbons. 

Earlier in the fall, the University of Minnesota took 
several students to the Accelerated Genetics Dairy 
Cattle Judging Contest in Viroqua, Wisconsin. Individually, 
Mikayla Erf was 4th overall, 7th in oral reasons, and 4th 
in the Jersey breed. Eva Doornink placed 6th overall, 
4th in oral reasons, 3rd in the Holstein breed, and 3rd 
in the Milking Shorthorn breed. Emily Annexstad was 
8th overall, 5th in oral reasons, and 1st in the Holstein 
breed. Finally, Katie Thompson placed 11th overall and 
8th in the Holstein breed. With all members having 
a very successful day, it was no surprise that the 
University of Minnesota took home 2nd Team Overall, 
2nd Team Oral Reasons, 1st Team Holstein, and 2nd 
Team Milking Shorthorn. Nicholas Achen and Katherine 
Gathje competed as individuals at the Viroqua contest 
and placed 19th and 22nd overall.  

The University of Minnesota Dairy Judging Team would 
like to thank our coaches for the time and wisdom 
they have given our judging program. The University of 
Minnesota’s judging program is unlike any other! We 
are so thankful to be a part of such an elite program 
with such a successful reputation. As P.J. Fleck would say, 
“Row the Boat. Ski-U-Mah. and Go Gophers.

Rowing the Boat 
to National Titles
By Eva Doornink, Junior, Agricultural 
Communication & Marketing

The dairy judging team at the North American 
International Livestock Exposition consisted of (l-r) Kaleb 

Kruse, Sierra Swanson, Emily Annexstad, and Eva Doornink. 
Pictured with the team is coach Dr. Les Hansen (right).

The dairy judging team of (l-r) Eva Doornink, Katie 
Thompson, Emily Annexstad, and Mikayla Erf competed in 

Viroqua, WI at the Accelerated Genetics contest.
Pictured with the team is coach Dr. Les Hansen (right). 



44         The Topline 2019-2020

Left, Sierra Swanson takes 
notes during the collegiate 
dairy judging contest at 
World Dairy Expo. Photo 

credit: Krista Styer

Rachel Coyne (left) and 
Tanner Morrison (right) 
contentrate during the 
contest. Photo credit: 

Krista Styer

Judging Team 
Thankful for 
Outstanding Farm 
Visits in 2019

Seniors and juniors on the dairy judging team pose for a 
picture at Corstar Farm along with coaches Les Hansen, Eric 

Houdeck, and Gabriella Sorg.

RoVin Acres (Ruzic Brown Swiss), Hixton, WI
VoGrin Swiss (Voegeli Brown Swiss), Arlington, WI
Voegeli Farms (Brown Swiss), Monticello, WI
Bittersweet Farm (Nevil Brown Swiss), Juda, WI
Random Luck Farm (Thompson Brown Swiss), 
Darlington, WI
Sunkist Acres (Donnay Holstein), Glencoe, MN
Flower Brook Farm (Stuewe Holstein), Hamburg, MN
Arthurst Farm (Sprengeler Brown Swiss), Plato, MN
Up the Creek Farm (Anderson Guernsey), Lester Prairie, 
MN
Stadview Farm (Bohn Jersey), Litchfield, MN
Corstar Farm (Salzl Milking Shorthorn), Litchfield, MN
Pit-Crew Genetics (Foss Brown Swiss), Cambridge, MN
Townside Farm (Midtling Jersey), Wilson, WI
Willows Edge Farm (VanDyk Holstein), New Richmond, 
WI
Crisdome Farm (Kruschke Holstein), New Richmond, WI
West Croix Genetics (VanDyk Holstein & Jersey), New 
Richmond, WI
Meadow Ridge Farm (Riebe Jersey), Cumberland, WI
Woodmohr Jerseys (Schmidt), Bloomer, WI
Nova Holsteins & Jerseys (Kamm), New Richmond, WI
Sheeknoll Farms (Sheehan Holstein), Rochester, MN
K & R Farm (Drinkall Jersey), Rushford, MN
Coulee Crest Farm (Peterson Guernsey), Cashton, WI
Manderfeld Farms (Milking Shorthorn), Faribault, MN
Rodash-View Farm (Friese Holstein), Wanamingo, MN
Shir-Man Farm (Leiding Holstein), Fountain, MN
Laska Farm (Guernsey), Winona, MN
Hendel Farms (Brown Swiss), Caledonia, MN
Rolling Prairie Farm (Walthers Guernsey), Garnavillo, IA
P & A Ayrshires (Kruse), Dyersville, IA
Kunde Farm (Jersey), Manchester, IA
Farnear Holsteins (Simon), Farley, IA

The success of the dairy cattle judging program at 
the University of Minnesota would not be possible 

without the generosity of the dairy farms that host 
the team for practice. Thank you to the following dairy 
farms for their support:

The dairy judging team practices at Valley Gem Guernseys.



The Topline 2016-2017          45

 

 

LOVE DAIRY?

GET INVOLVED

From the dairy ambassador program to promotional items, we

have resources for everyone to get involved. 

Dairy Ambassadors

College-age students

interested in dairy have

the opportunity to grow

their leadership skills and

connect with consumers.  

LEARN MORE 

MidwestDairy.com

Promotional Items

Free promotional items are

available to dairy farmers

to help them tell their

story. 

Grant Dollars

Grant dollars are available

to help connect with

consumers and also

attend leadership events.   
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Seniors Take Sunny California
By Rachel Coyne, Senior, Animal Science

A small but mighty group of nine seniors and two 
chaperones, Jacob Achen and Jayne Esch, made 

their way to California for this year’s senior trip January 
11 through 20, 2020. The eleven of us piled into one 
van to make the trek across California and see all that 
“The Golden State” had to offer. 

Day one started in San Francisco where the group got 
acclimated to warmer weather than what was found 
at home in Minnesota. We watched the Vikings lose to 
San Francisco on Pier 39, then the men and women 
parted ways. The women regretted this as they got lost 
in China Town after a confusing cable car ride. 

The second day of the trip started with a trip to 
Alcatraz because Kaleb Kruse got into some trouble 
the night before--just kidding, but the group did enjoy 
a great morning exploring the island. After Alcatraz, we 
visited the Golden Gate Bridge. The group then headed 
to Sonoma where we all learned how to taste wine at 
Jacuzzi Family Vineyards. 

Day three led us to Armstrong Redwoods Nature 
Reserve. We were all in awe of the amazing trees! After 
a quick stop at Korbel Champagne, enjoyed unwinding 
at the Castello di Amorosa Winery and stepped back 
in time as we explored the castle and tasted their fine 
wines. 

Days four through seven were spent touring dairies  
around the Central Valley. Alumni Crystal Siemers-
Peterman was a phenomenal resource prior to the trip 
and we would like to thank her for going above and 
beyond for us on the trip! Each dairy that we visited 
had its own unique qualities and attributes. The trip 
allows us to see so many similarities and differences 
between farming in Minnesota versus farming in 
California. Our tours ranged from ProCROSS herds, to 
100% Jersey herds, to Holsteins, and some with a little 
bit of everything. Stops with food such as cheese or 
milk were particularly popular and allowed us to taste 

a bit of California dairy products. Along with learning 
about dairying in California, we were able to learn 
about other aspects of agriculture such as labor and 
water needs, methane digesters, beef markets, and fruit 
and nut trees. 

We toured Hoekstra Dairies, J & J Dairy, Durrer’s Lorita 
Holsteins on day four. Day five led us to Fiscalini Dairy, 
Claus Dairy, Hilmar Holsteins, and Dinomi Holsteins. 
Next we visited World Wide Sires and Maddox Dairy. 
Our final day of farm tours led us to Top of the Morn 
Dairy, Legacy Ranch 2, and Airosa. We learned so 
much on each of these farm tours and enjoyed great 
conversations with each farmer. 

On the eighth day, we went to Universal Studios where 
we were able to step into our favorite movies and 
shows for a day. The rides and entertainment were 
great and we all enjoyed some quality time not spent 
in the van. Afterall, we spent way too much time in LA 
traffic.  After Universal, we went to Los Alamitos Race 
Track and placed our bets on the horse races while 
enjoying formal dining in the Vessels Club. 

Our final full day in California started with a Hollywood 
bus tour of celebrity homes. We then explored 
Hermosa Beach on our own and ended the evening 
with an exciting showing of Frozen at the Pantages 
Theatre. To wrap up, we checked out of our seventh 
Holiday Inn Express and headed to LAX to return 
home to the cold. 

The nine seniors would like to sincerely thank all of our 
hosts throughout the trip. The seniors benefit greatly 
from learning from the dairy producers of California 
each year and this year was no exception. We would 
also like to thank Jacob and Jayne for being awesome 
chaperones, we hope that you both had as much fun as 
we did!



Senior Trip 2020
Senior Trip 2020
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Hiking at Armstrong Redwoods         
State Natural Reserve

Memories of 
    California

 Touring Durrer Lorita Holsteins
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 Seniors at Los Alamitos Hourse Race Course

 Touring Fernandes Dairy
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Major: Animal Science and Agricultural Communication and Marketing
Hometown: St. Peter, MN
Parent’s Names: Rolf and Jean Annexstad
Activities in GDC: President, Yearbook Co-Chair, Judging Contest 
Committee Co-Chair, ADSA Committee, Gopher Dairy Camp Counselor
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, National Agri-Marketing 
Association, Agricultural Education, Communication and Marketing Club, 
Collegiate Dairy Judging Team
Favorite Quote: “Don’t make excuses, make improvements”
Favorite GDC Memory: Singing the club’s milkmaid parody in the dairy 
barn during MN Royal each year
Things you’ll miss about college: Random adventures with my Clovia 
sisters, living within a few blocks of all my friends, and dairy lab ice cream

Emily Annexstad

Gopher Dairy Club
Seniors 2019
Congratulations 

As a standard in every issue of The Topline, graduating members are highlighted for 
their contributions to the club. The Gopher Dairy Club is proud and honored to have 
13 seniors graduating in the 2019- 2020 school year. The following section recognizes 
our graduating members, their accomplishments, and goals for the future. They have 
had outstanding results both in and out of the classroom, and we look forward to 
what they will accomplish after graduation. Thank you for your time, hard work, and 
dedication.

Back Then 
This year’s seniors were born in 1997-98. 
Here’s a look at the world back then.
President: Bill Clinton
Gallon of Milk: $3.22
Dozen Eggs: $1.17

Gallon of Gas: $1.23
1st Class Postage Stamp: $0.32
Top Hit 1997: Candle In The Wind, 
Elton John
Top Hit 1998: Too Close, Next
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Carson Bryan

Andrew Backman

Rachel Coyne

Major: Animal Science – Pre-Veterinary Science
Hometown: Herman, MN
Parent’s Names: Tim and Marilyn Backman 
Activities in GDC: FANE Committee, Yearbook Committee, ADSA, 
Clipping for FFA Judging Contests
Other Activities: Farmhouse Fraternity, Pre-Veterinary Club, General and 
CFANS Admissions Ambassador
Future Plans: I plan to attend veterinary school, and then later will specialize 
in an area of small animal medicine.
Favorite Dairy Experience: Working with the dairy cows on campus to 
compete in the showmanship contest during MN Royal. 
Things you will miss about college: I will miss living feet away from some 
of my best friends, and the freedom to get up at 10 am if I wanted.

Major: Animal Science – Dairy Production
Hometown: Spring Valley, WI
Parent’s Names: Peter and Lisa Coyne
Activities in GDC: Vice President, FANE Co-Chair, Senior Trip Co-Chair, 
Midwest Regional ADSA-SAD Secretary and Treasurer, ADSA Host School 
Workshop Chair
Other Activities: Lambda Delta Phi Sorority, National Agri-Marketing 
Association, Collegiate Dairy Judging Team
Favorite Quote: “Do it with passion or not at all”
Twenty years from now I want to: Be living a happy life with my family and 
some cows and have a drawer in my fridge full of cheese.
Things you will miss about college: The family on the St. Paul campus. It 
seems like no matter what has happened these four years, we all have each 
other’s backs in the long run.

Major: Agricultural and Food Business Management
Hometown: Red Wing, MN 
Parent’s Names: Tom and Renae Bryan
Activities in GDC: ADSA Committee, Clubroom Committee
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Agricultural Business Club, 
Gopher Crops and Soils Club
Favorite Dairy Experience: Helping my grandpa out on his dairy farm when 
I was a kid
Favorite Dairy Product & Why: An ice cold glass of white milk, because it is 
the most refreshing drink out there.
Things you will miss about college: I will miss my friends and brothers I have 
made while at college and the St. Paul campus; it was our own community that 
nobody really knew about.
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Martyn Novacek
Major: Animal Science and Agricultural Communication & Marketing
Hometown: Greenbush, MN
Parent’s Names: Robert and Carol Novacek
Activities in GDC: Senior Trip Co-Chair, FANE Committee, ADSA 
Committee, FFA Judging Contest, ADSA
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Block and Bridle, Minnesota 
4-H Volunteer
Twenty years from now I want to: Raise beef cattle, play a role in Ag policy, 
and have seen more of the world.
Favorite Dairy Experience: Getting to see how close-knit a family the dairy 
industry is. It has been a great experience to gain perspective through my 
years in GDC.
Best Advice Received: When things aren’t going right, try going left. 

Tanner Morrison
Major: Animal Science – Industry and Business
Hometown: Peterson, MN
Parent’s Names: Jay and Barb Morrison
Activities in GDC: Judging Contests Committee. Clothing Committee, 
Fitting Demonstration at Gopher Dairy Camp, ADSA
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Block and Bridle, Gopher 
Crops and Soils Club, Collegiate Dairy Judging Team
Favorite Dairy Experience: Having the opportunity to grow up on a dairy 
farm. I wouldn’t have it any other way.
Favorite Dairy Product & Why: Cheese, because it is an amazing dairy 
product that is good with pretty much anything. 
Things you will miss about college: Being surrounded by great friends and 
enjoying this four year “vacation” that went by way too fast.

Kaleb Kruse
Major: Animal Science – Industry and Business
Hometown: Dyersville, IA
Parent’s Names: Tom and Sara Kruse
Activities in GDC: Treasurer, ADSA Committee, Scholarship Committee
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Block and Bridle, Collegiate 
Dairy Judging Team
Twenty years from now I want to: Own and operate my own auction 
company in Northeast Iowa where I will conduct online and traditional 
auction practices nationwide.
Favorite Dairy Experience: My favorite dairy experience would have to be 
when I was awarded the Merle Howard Award at World Dairy Expo. I also 
enjoyed building up the KCCK Genetics prefix with my two younger brothers. 
Best Advice Received: No matter the ups and downs that happen within 
your life, you are your own person and you control your destiny.
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Emily Reinarts

Ramsey Piotter

Sierra Swanson

Major: Animal Science
Hometown: Sleepy Eye, MN
Parent’s Names: Randy and Deb Reinarts
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Barb, ADSA, FANE
Other Activities: Delta Theta Sigma Fraternity Little Sister Alumni, Catholic 
Students United
Favorite Dairy Experience: Touring family owned dairy farms for my Dairy 
Management and Systems class with Marcia. It was cool to see the differences 
and similarities between the farms.
Favorite Dairy Product & Why: Cheese!! I love all the styles and flavor 
options, and everything you put it on tastes better.
Best Advice Received:  Decide who you want to be before you decide what 
you want to do

Major: Animal Science – Pre-Veterinary Science
Hometown: Jeffers, MN
Parent’s Names: Marlin and Kelly Piotter
Activities in GDC: FFA Contest, FANE
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Block and Bridle, Gopher Poultry 
Science Club
Favorite Quote: “Every day may not be good, but there is good in every 
day.”
Twenty years from now I want to: Successfully own and operate my own 
vet clinic in a rural area.
Favorite Dairy Experience: My favorite dairy experience is watching the 
people at the state fair react to the dairy cattle giving birth.

Major: Animal Science
Hometown: Hutchinson, MN
Parent’s Names: David and Kari Swanson
Activities in GDC: Officer at Large, Gopher Dairy Camp Co-Chair, FFA 
Dairy Judging Contests, ADSA, FANE
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Collegiate Dairy Judging Team, 
Dairy Challenge Team, Agricultural Education, Communication and Marketing 
Club
Favorite Quote: “Work hard in silence; Let success make the noise.”
Favorite Dairy Experience: I loved every part of being raised on my 
grandparent’s farm.
Favorite GDC Memory: My favorite memory is putting on a successful 
Gopher Dairy Camp for youth interested in dairy and seeing them learn and 
grow lifelong friendships during camp.
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Maddie Zutz
Major: Animal Science – Pre-Veterinary Science
Hometown: Valders, WI
Parent’s Names: Jeff and Kim Zutz
Activities in GDC: Scholarship Committee, FANE Committee, Social 
Committee, FFA Judging Contests, FANE
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Block and Bridle Club, CFANS 
Student Board Representative
Favorite Quote: “Some are so poor, all they have is money.”
Twenty years from now I want to: Work in a rural veterinary practice 
working primarily with bovine and swine clients. I hope to help my clients 
make impactful decisions on their farm that will improve the operation in the 
long run. 
Favorite Dairy Experience: Working on Marsh Edge Dairy throughout my 
high school career. This farm inspired me to continue my education toward 
veterinary medicine. 

Ana Zeis
Major: Animal Science
Hometown: Holdingford, MN
Parent’s Names: Fred and Ute Zeis
Activities in GDC: Clothing Committee
Other Activities: UMN German Club, Volleyball, ATV Riding
Future Plans: Later in life, I would like to become the owner and operator 
of my family dairy farm, Zeis Dairy. It was always my dream career to farm 
and become the third generation on that dairy farm. I would like to improve 
the farms genetics and milk yield. 
Favorite Quote: “It doesn’t matter the size of the farm, but the size of the 
farmer’s heart.”
Things you will miss about college: I will miss being able to meet all 
kinds of people that are involved in the dairy community and making new 
connections. 

Ashley Warren
Major: Agricultural Communication & Marketing
Hometown: Litchfield, MN
Parent’s Names: John and Carol Warren
Activities in GDC: Secretary, Gopher Dairy Camp Co-Chair, FFA Judging 
Contests
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Agriculture Education, 
Communication, and Marketing Club, Agriculture Communicators of 
Tomorrow
Twenty years from now I want to: Live in the country with my family with 
livestock grazing in the pasture.
Favorite Dairy Experience: Working shows and sales with my friends who 
have become my second family.
Best Advice Received: Suck it up, buttercup!
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 Internship Reports
Summer 2019

Through our club’s strong alumni connections and campus events such as 
the Food Animal Networking Evening members connect with professionals 
to explore internship opportunities. Students are encouraged to step 
outside their comfort zone to discover possible career paths. 

Sharing With Members
It is a tradition for members of the Gopher Dairy Club to present 
internship reports at fall meetings as a way for other students to learn of 
opportunities in various fields. The Topline is proud to feature 16 member 
internships from the summer of 2019 in the following section. 

Rachel Coyne, Alta Genetics 
Emily Annexstad, Dairy Management Inc.

Michaela King, W.D. Hoard and Sons - Hay 
and Forage Grower Magazine

Katie Thompson, STgenetics
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have the best 
experience 
possible. I was 
able to learn a 
bit about all the 
parts of both 
organizations 
and focus on 
some of my key 
interest areas. 
I can definitely 
see myself working for a dairy checkoff or cooperative after 
spending my summer with Midwest Dairy. I am very grateful 
for the Midwest Dairy staff and farmers who support this 
experience. 

-By Katherine Gathje, Junior, Agricultural Communication & 
Marketing 

Midwest Dairy Intern
This summer I 
spent my time 
advocating for 
dairy as the 
Agricultural 
Affairs Intern at 
Midwest Dairy 
Association. 
Midwest Dairy 
is a local check 
off program that 

spreads out across 10 states in the Midwest along with its 
7,000 dairy farm families. They focus on sharing stories and 
developing resources on dairy promotion, nutrition educa-
tion, and research towards dairy foods.

Getting to work with young dairy enthusiasts was a large 
part of my summer. My internship started right after school 
in May with the Dairy Promotion and Leadership event, 
where dairy princesses across the state compete for a Prin-
cess Kay of the Milky Way Finalist spot. For the rest of the 
summer I worked closely with the finalists by providing them 
with extensive media training, creating marketing materials 
for the state fair highlighting each finalist, and producing a 
video which features each finalist and different aspects of the 
dairy community. Being a past Princess Kay Finalist, this was 
something I looked forward to the most. I also got to spend 
the entire Minnesota State Fair with them during media 
interviews and their butter sculpting.

Other projects I performed were writing articles for Mid-
west Dairy’s internal news website, planning social media 
content for larger events, and working with the Midwest 
Dairy Ambassador program. The Dairy Experience Forum, 
a three day conference, was another event I had the op-
portunity to help plan. This event gave dairy farmers and 
other dairy experts an opportunity to learn and discuss 
about insights and ideas about the ever so changing dairy 
community. Industry and retail leaders from Ben and Jerry’s, 
Sartori Cheese, Taco Bell, and many more joined in by par-
ticipating in panels and presentations. Another fun experi-
ence I had was the opportunity to be on WCCO talking 
about the Flavor of the Fair finalists. The Flavor of the Fair 
is the exclusive flavor only offered one year at the Dairy 
Goodness Bar at the Minnesota State Fair, decided by a 
consumer vote. 

Not only did I get to promote something I love and have 
grown up with, but I was also able to build a new branch 
of connections. I have gotten to meet dairy farmers from 
across the Midwest and had the opportunity to help them 
share their story. During my time with Midwest Dairy, I 
advanced my communication skills with farmers, expanded 
my knowledge of the check off program, and took on 
projects I was unfamiliar with. Thank you to Midwest Dairy 
Association for teaching me so much and giving me endless 
opportunities to not only tell the story of dairy farm fami-
lies like mine, but also the opportunity of “Bringing Dairy to 
Life”. 

-By Ashley Warren, Senior, Agricultural Communication & 
Marketing

Midwest Dairy and 
Minnesota Milk Intern 

This summer, I served as a Minnesota Intern for Midwest 
Dairy and Minnesota Milk based out of their headquarters in 
St. Paul, MN. Midwest Dairy is a checkoff organization serving 
ten Midwestern states, while Minnesota Milk is a state trade 
association working for the dairy industry in Minnesota. 
I had the opportunity to attend many events and meetings, 
work with four of the teams within Midwest Dairy, and 
present workshops to youth. I also wrote several pieces 
for the Minnesota Milk Insider, and information that was 
sent to elected officials. A few of the events I attended 
included FarmFest, the Dairy Experience Forum, Minnesota 
Milk Summer Escape, and many more. The Minnesota 
State Fair was a busy time for my internship. I assisted 
with the operation of the Dairy Goodness Bar, met with 
dairy farmers, and conducted behind the scenes tours for 
legislators. 

Overall, I had a great time this summer! Everyone I worked 
with was great and they wanted to see me succeed and 



58         The Topline 2019-2020

of Alta as I 
built strong 
relationships 
with numerous 
company leaders. 
I gained more 
knowledge about 
reproductive 
management and 
the importance of 
genetic planning. 

Towards the end 
of my internship, 
I was able to 
assist with proof 
week. During 
these intense five days, I was able to witness some of the 
company’s most important decisions with Alta employees. 
As an intern, I always felt very valued and trusted. I made 
hundreds of connections through this internship and built 
very strong relationships with my mentors. I feel incredibly 
passionate about Alta Genetics and truly believe in their 
mission. I am very thankful for this internship opportunity, 
I truly could not have asked for a better experience. I look 
forward to working with Alta during the school year. 

-By Eva Doornink, Junior, Agricultural Communication & 
Marketing

Riverview, LLP Intern
This summer, I worked 
at Riverview, LLP in 
Murdock, MN. I was 
a dairy production 
intern at Louriston 
Dairy, a 9,500 Jersey 
cow farm, where I 
worked in different 
areas of the farm on 
a weekly schedule. I 
started off the sum-
mer with an orienta-
tion week and met the 
other interns. Because 
of Riverview’s size, 
there were over 30 

interns employed for the year! 

They have many different sections, such as beef, agronomy, 
communication, education, and finance. There were interns 

from all around the country and I enjoyed getting to know 
them in the first week before we all went to our specific 
locations.
I worked in six areas of the farm which included: mater-
nity, mastitis, treatment, hoof trimming, nutrition, and parlor 
maintenance. In these different areas, I learned a lot of new 
things that I would not normally learn or see on my family’s 
small dairy farm. These new topics revolved around large 
herd protocols and learning a lot of Spanish. I really enjoyed 
working with a diverse group of employees and interns. 

To end my summer, I was tasked with a project to figure out 
how to more efficiently get cows through the holding pen, 
while reducing the number of injuries from the crowd gate. 
In my final week, I worked with employees who oversee the 
crowd gate and parlor. Here, we tested ventilation, observed 
cows in the holding pen, and talked about ideas on how to 
get cows through more efficiently. I learned a lot of new 
things throughout the entire summer and really enjoyed my 
time at Riverview.

-By Chandler Kurth, Junior, Animal Science

Alta Genetics Intern 
This past summer I was the Communication and Marketing 
Intern for Alta Genetics. Alta Genetics is an elite company 
that provides dairy and beef producers with genetic and 
farm management information solutions that improve herd 
quality and productivity. For the duration of my internship, 
I was based out of Madison, WI and worked mostly within 
the brand-new URUS office, which is a cooperative holding 
company formed in 2018 by Alta Genetics. However, I spent 
multiple days out on farms with salesmen to learn more 
about the company and the products they provide. At the 
start of my internship in May, I immediately began planning 
Alta’s annual marketing showcase. Throughout the summer, I 
was able to visit numerous dairies within the Central Plains 
area in order to create promotional pieces and build better 
relationships with the host families. I worked very closely 
with Chrissy Meyer, Alta’s Global Marketing Director, as I 
developed many marketing pieces throughout the summer. 

Through this internship I improved my design skills 
and developed applicable promotional items for Alta. I 
explored all aspects of media including; design, photography, 
videography, social media, podcasting, drone videography, 
and catalog design. I was able to fully enhance my knowledge 
about the products and services Alta provides for 
customers, using this as a platform for writing opportunities. 
However, marketing was not the only skill I gained through 
this internship with Alta Genetics. I experienced intense 
employee training where I gained a new perspective of 
company culture. I learned the core mission and vision 



The Topline 2019-2020         59

projects where I 
collected data from 
alfalfa product trials. 
I compiled this 
data to prepare a 
presentation for the 
end of the summer 
intern wrap-ups 
at Ag Partner’s 
main office in 
Goodhue, and then 
at Land O’Lakes 
headquarters in 
Arden Hills. 
I had a great time 
interning with 
Ag Partners and 
learned more than I expected to. 

The relationships I made with other interns and 
professionals along with the agronomy knowledge and 
experiences I have from this internship will undoubtedly 
help me reach my future career goals.  

-By Geneva Nunes, Junior, Animal Science

Minnesota Pork Intern
I spent the sum-
mer interning at 
Minnesota Pork. 
Through this 
experience I was 
able to expand 
upon my com-
munication, 
event planning, 
and community 
outreach skills. 

I was based out of Minnesota Pork’s main office in Mankato, 
MN. My time in the office was spent planning for upcoming 
events such as the 2019 Young Leaders in Agriculture Con-
ference, Farmfest, and the Minnesota State Fair. I also got to 
work on many projects using graphic design. Some examples 
include creating an infographic banner, creating graphics for 
social media, and creating informational posters. Various 
committee and board meetings were also held at the office 
throughout the summer. Here, I was able to sit in and listen 
to multiple professionals talk about hot issues within the 
pork industry such as African Swine Fever. 

Outside of the office I traveled all over the state. Most of 
the traveling was spent attending various city events and 

representing Minnesota pig farmers through “Oink Out-
ings”.  These events are a way to connect with consumers 
and engage with them about the real pig farming story. I 
loved getting to advocate for pig farmers in this way and 
educate so many people. Another event I got to participate 
in was Farmfest in Morgan, MN. At this event, my main 
responsibility was to help coordinate the Pork Ambassador 
Competition. Other responsibilities included talking to at-
tendees and handing out free pork samples in our tent. The 
state fair is a huge part of this internship. Minnesota Pork 
sponsors two booths at the state fair, one in the pig barn 
and one in the dairy building. My roles at state fair included 
being present at both booths, engaging with the public, and 
assisting volunteers anywhere I could.

Overall, I had a fantastic experience working in such an 
inviting environment. One thing I loved about this intern-
ship is I got the chance to work with everyone in the office 
and experience jobs in various career options. Another 
great part is each day and event looks a little different. The 
people in the office are next to none and I highly recom-
mend this position to anyone thinking about a career in the 
pork industry, communications, policy, event planning, or 
outreach. 

-By Kyra Flom, Junior, Animal Science and Agriculture 
Communication & Marketing

Ag Partners Intern 
I had a great summer working as an Ag Partners Agronomy 
Intern out of Ellsworth, WI! Between scouting corn and 
alfalfa, attending training with 14 other Ag Partners interns 
working at different locations, and working on a research 
project, the summer flew by. Prior to the start of my 
internship, learning the basics of agronomy was my main goal 
as I had minimal knowledge of crop and forage production. 

Throughout the first few weeks, I learned about growing 
corn because I spent most of my time taking measurements 
and tissue samples in cornfields, along with meeting the 
farmers that I would be working with over the summer. 
After my first few weeks and the first cutting of hay, my main 
focus was to monitor  pest populations in forages, where I 
was able to learn about forage management and production. 
While monitoring these forages, I worked with 35 dairies in 
Western Wisconsin and Southeastern Minnesota. Each week, 
I would make it to as many farms as possible, and I valued 
the experience of meeting farmers on their farms, building a 
relationship with them, and keeping them updated on what 
was happening in their fields. 

During the second and third crops of alfalfa, along with 
monitoring pest populations, I also worked on two research 
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feature stories, the legendary cow stories, a few days in 
the life stories, farm family of the year stories, kids corner 
features, World Dairy Expo stories, local stories, attend farm 
tours, and participate in both the Foley and Sauk Rapids 
parades. 

Coming into this internship, I knew I enjoyed writing, but my 
photography skills were very limited. It was great to have the 
opportunity to grow in both my knowledge and exposure 
to photography. I also learned how to format the paper and 
write cutlines.
My favorite part was spending the first day taking pictures 
with a talented photographer. It’s an amazing opportunity to 
learn from someone who is very knowledgeable about their 
career and willing to teach you. Some of my most revered 
stories were probably the local stories, however, I enjoyed 
all the stories I had the opportunity to cover. Leaving this 
internship, I’m still not sure if I will pursue dairy journalism as 
a career because farming is still at the forefront of my heart 
but it’s definitely something worth looking into. Overall, 
I’m really thankful for this opportunity to grow in both my 
writing and photography skills

-By Kate Rechtzigel, Junior, Animal Science 

County Pride Services 
Cooperative Intern

This summer I interned at Country Pride Services Co-Oper-
ative in Bingham Lake, MN. I acquired my internship through 
WinField as a Crop Scout Intern working under Eric Wright. 
My internship focused on the different aspects of a co-oper-
ative and how to interact with and help each customer that 
came in. Because of this, I was able to travel between a few 
of Country Pride Services Co-Operative’s different locations. 
They included a c-store and anhydrous ammonia facility in 
Mountain Lake, MN and a mechanic shop in Windom, MN.

During most of my internship I worked with two of the 
lead agronomists in the co-operative’s chemical shed. We 
helped farmers determine what chemicals they need and at 
what rate to apply it to each field. Then I would help load 
the chemicals from the large tanks via a series of piping and 
tubes. Other tasks around the co-operative included taking 
inventory of the boxed pesticides, herbicides, insecticides, and 
fungicides, unloading fertilizers, and traveling between the 
different co-operative locations.

For many farmers living in southwest Minnesota, the ex-
tremely wet spring and early summer drastically impacted 
how quickly crops could get put in the field, which in turn 
affected my internship. Because of the combination of rainy 
weather and late planting I rarely went out into a field for 
the first two months other than occasionally driving through 

fields with a four 
wheeler checking for 
wet spots. However the 
last two weeks of my 
internship were very 
field-work heavy. Each 
day I would arrive at the 
co-operative and grab 
a set of field maps, tis-
sue sample bags, and a 
company pick-up before 
driving out to custom-
ers fields and collecting 
tissue samples of corn 
to have analyzed for 
nutrient deficiencies at 
a lab.

While my internship as a crop scout may not have been 
as field work oriented as others, it still offered me valuable 
insight into the field of agronomy, and taught me skills I can 
use in my future career. I learned how to communicate with 
customers, determine rates for select chemicals, and collect 
and correctly mark tissue samples for lab testing.

-By Isaac Nelson, Sophomore, Animal Science

Dairy Star Intern 
Although my 
major is focused 
on Dairy 
Production, 
growing up I 
have always had 
a strong interest 
in writing. This 
interest led me 
to my internship 
this past summer 

with the Dairy Star and Star Publications. Star Publications is 
the newspaper company located in Sauk Centre, Minnesota 
that runs several newspapers including Dairy Star, which is 
the newspaper that prints to dairy farmers in the state of 
Minnesota, western Wisconsin, northern Iowa, eastern South 
Dakota and North Dakota. 

Throughout my experience, I had the opportunity to write 
and take pictures for a bulk of the papers covering stories 
both in and around central Minnesota as well as southern 
Minnesota. I was able to cover five of the Princess Kay 
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Specialties. I enjoyed 
seeing a variety 

of farms, learning 
about management 
styles and practices, 
and observing how 

the nutritionists 
communicated with 
different producers. 

My internship at 
United Farmer’s 

Cooperative provided 
a great opportunity  

to learn more 
about crop production, strengthen my knowledge about 

nutrition, and make connections with agricultural industry 
professionals and producers. My experience was overall a 
positive one, and it will no doubt help me  with my future 

studies and career. 

-By Matthias Annexstad, Sophomore, Animal Science

Priority International 
Animal Concepts Intern

This summer, 
I interned at 

Priority Inter-
national Animal 

Concepts, Inc. 
in Manitowoc, 

WI. During my 
time there, I had 
the opportunity 

to experience 
working with a family-owned company in my hometown that 

conducts business across the country, as well as internation-
ally. For my internship, I primarily worked with the nutrition 

team at Priority to update rations for producers across 
the country. I also had the opportunity to work with the 

marketing team on a few projects throughout the summer. 
Additionally, I conducted a research project on direct chop 

forages. This project allowed me to connect with producers 
across the country and learn a great deal about harvesting 

and fermenting forages.

Throughout the summer, I enjoyed the new challenges I 
faced every day. Priority IAC does nutrition through micro-
biology, and I was constantly learning something new every 

day. Even if I had heard it before, the information would 
click in a new way every time I had more exposure to it. 

During the first few weeks, there was a lot of information 
to learn, but having the opportunity to ask questions always 

helped. With this unique approach to nutrition, I learned 
more than I could have imagined. Priority IAC has taken the 

initiative to do their nutrition work while taking into con-
sideration the advances the rest of the agriculture industry 
has made. One of the best parts about my internship was 
being able to talk to producers that have worked with Pri-
ority for several years and seen results. When a company 
stands alone in the way they approach their work, it is a 

huge confidence booster to be able to learn from Priority’s 
resellers throughout the U.S. and to learn with the newer 

clients as they begin to see results on their own farms.

Without growing up with a background in commercial 
dairy production, I was slightly concerned that I would not 

be able to fully relate to the work I was doing. However, 
my experience raising livestock and showing dairy cattle 
helped me tremendously. Priority was also kind enough 
to work with me to be able to chase down a few more 
lamb shows for my last summer as a junior exhibitor. My 

nutrition and sales internship with Priority IAC, Inc. was an 
incredible experience that taught me more than I could 

have hoped to learn in my first internship.

-By Vanessa Roberts, Junior, Animal Science

United Farmers 
Cooperative Intern

This past summer, I interned with United Farmer’s 
Cooperative (UFC) out of Winthrop, MN. My internship 
mostly focused primarily on agronomy, with some animal 
nutrition aspects mixed in. I was able to learn a lot about 

each of these specific parts of agriculture, while also gaining 
an understanding of how they’re connected to each other. 

 For the agronomy part of my internship, I spent 
most of my time scouting fields and collecting information 

for the precision agriculture program at UFC. Starting at 
the end of May, I monitored emergence dates and rates in 

fields. Over the next month, I took stand counts, scouted for 
weeds, and collected V5 tissue samples. In July, I scouted for 

weeds and insects, took V10 tissue samples, and recorded 
tassel dates. In addition to crop scouting, I also was able 

to attend multiple field days for the agronomy part of my 
internship. At the field days, I learned about different crop 
varieties and chemical applications, plant biology, nutrient 

utilization, and sales strategies.  
 
In addition to agronomy, I also learned about animal nutrition 

during my internship. About once a week, I rode along with 
beef/dairy and swine nutritionists. I went with them to on-

farm visits, learned about formulating rations, and visited Milk 
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Farm (owned by 
Milk Source), Vienna 
Farm, Volm Farm, 
and the collection 
center. Through 
this four-day 
adventure, I took 
notes at all the 
farms and created 
a presentation for 
the seven barn 
managers. This 
was the highlight 
of my summer 
because I was able 
to accomplish 
what I wanted to 
learn about dairy 
genetics. Volm Farm is the bull farm for ST genetics and 
houses calves that are nine months and older. Vienna North 
houses the bulls under nine months of age. These farms 
were great because I was able to see the bulls. For Vienna 
South, high type heifers were raised here, and I learned 
about how they grow the calves in the most efficient, 
healthiest way. The other farms we toured were great stops 
that allowed me to gain knowledge in dairy genetics. 

-By Nicholas Achen, Junior, Animal Science
  

Holden Farms Intern
This past summer I 
had the opportunity 
to intern with Holden 
Farms Inc., based out 
of Northfield, MN. 
Holden Farms is a family 
owned swine business 
with over 75,000 sows. 
They are currently run 
by the fourth and fifth 
generations of family 
farmers with the help 
of 225 employees and 
400 contract partners. 
Over the course of 11 
weeks, I received a well-

rounded view of their swine business. 

This internship focused on hands-on experience and 
employee learning opportunities. For six weeks, I worked 
on one of the sow farms. Here I learned how to breed, aid 

ST Genetics Intern 

I interned with ST Genetics Ohio Heifer Center in South 
Charleston, OH. This internship was 12-weeks long with 
six rotations throughout the summer. The six rotations I 
had consisted of maternity, eco feed, calf care, veterinary 
care, reproduction/embryo transfer, and lactating cows. I 
also attended five workshops to learn about ST Genetics’ 
protocols with the other interns. During each rotation I was 
able to sharpen my skills within that area and learn different 
ways to manage dairy cows. Excitingly, I was able to grasp 
how robotic technology is used on dairy operations. ST 
Genetics has 20 robotic milkers, 16 automatic calf feeders, 
and a robotic Juno that pushes up feed. 

Through my internship I have gained a better understanding 
of dairy genetic donor and receipt farms that focus on high 
genetics. ST Genetics breeds for many different traits which 
allows them to offer high type and high net merit genetics 
to the dairy farmer.  They also strive to provide semen 
for farmers to breed highly efficient (eco feed) cows and 
recently are trying to provide bulls that sire great automatic 
robotic udder cows. Moreover, I was able to learn about bulls 
that will soon be released for the semen market and see a 
few of the first daughters on these bulls. 

The last week of the internship, I was able to travel with 
ST Genetics to Ireland, Canada, Australia, and the United 
Kingdom. We made stops at Luck-E Holsteins, Rosendale 

in farrowing, fill out farm paperwork, and even improve my 
Spanish speaking skills. In addition to daily chores, I conducted 
a research project to help reduce sow mortality rates. This 
research was then presented to the Holden Farms team at 
their monthly meeting.

Holden Farms did a great job of incorporating all aspects of 
the swine industry into their internship. Other experiences 
I had included touring an ethanol plant, feed mill, the Tyson 
plant, and Holden Farms research barns. I also rode along 
with the trucking team and servicemen. 

Overall this internship has enhanced my interest in working 
in the food production industry. I hope to use the skills and 
experiences I’ve gained through this internship toward my 
studies in Animal Science. I would highly recommend this 
internship to students who are eager to learn about the 
swine industry and the opportunities available.

-By Maddie Zutz, Junior, Animal Science
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and to get cows 
ready for shows. Each 
little detail and task 
mattered. 

This internship was 
a great experience 
for me because I 
learned what it takes 
to care for cows on 
a smaller scale for 
one common goal of 
showing, rather than a 
large herd that focuses 
solely on production. I 
also enjoyed learning 
about their show 
cow and heifer nutrition programs and what it takes to get 
each animal ready for show. I would highly recommend this 
internship to anyone who has a desire to learn more about 
the day to day operations of a small scale farm that “breeds 
for art, not science.”  

-By Sierra Swanson, Senior, Animal Science

Archer Daniel Midland Intern
This summer I interned 

with Archer Daniel 
Midland. Their ruminant 

nutrition section is 
based out of Quincy, IL. 

However, I was based 
out of Glencoe, MN, 

where ADM’s only 
feed mill in Minnesota 

is located. Through this 
internship, I was able 

to work on my profes-
sional relationship skills 
and learn more about 
the role a nutritionist 

plays while working 
with dairy farmers. I had the opportunity to work with some 
great farmers and see their operations while discussing some 

of their personal goals over the next few years.

During my internship, I conducted a survey and asked farm-
ers questions to better understand where they are at with 
their goals for the next few years and how much they like 
the nutrition companies they work with. I also asked back-

ground questions such as; how many cows are they milking, 
how many employees besides family they have, what are 
the biggest issues they face on their farms, and what quali-
ties farmers look for in a nutrition company. I then used 
the information to find out how ADM can help achieve 
these farmer’s goals from a management and/or an animal 
performance standpoint. 
 
Another part of my internship involved advocating and 
selling some of their  products. One product I became very 
familiar with is called “Thermalcare”, which is a heat stress 
product that benefits not only dairy cattle but all ruminants. 
I also got the opportunity to ride with nutritionists on their 
Minnesota team and gain insight into what they do in their 
profession. I was able to go to farms with the nutritionists 
and learn the process from sampling the feeds to imple-
menting them into a ration specially designed for that farm.
 
Overall, I really enjoyed my internship and I would like 
to continue learning about nutrition. I have always been 
interested in having a career as a nutritionist. Working with 
farmers and helping them find the cheapest way to feed 
their livestock while still maintaining quality can have a huge 
impact on the profit margin for their operations. 

.
-By Tanner Morrison, Senior, Animal Science

Ocean View Genetics Intern
This summer I interned at Ocean View Genetics located in 
Deerfield, WI. Owned by Pam and Daryl Nunes, Ocean View 
is a well-known name across the Registered Holstein industry 
for their tremendous cow families and show records. Ocean 
View originated in California until Pam and Daryl made 
the move across the country to Wisconsin. In 2017, Ocean 
View hosted the “Harvest of a Lifetime” sale and sold the 
majority of their milking herd. Today, Ocean View is home to 
20 boarded animals as well as the remaining animals owned 
by Pam and Daryl. Off the farm, Pam has a very successful 
graphic design business which she balances with the farm 
work. 

Each day at Ocean View started with me washing tails and 
cleaning off the cows before we started milking. After milking 
I would feed calves, let the cows out, scrape and sweep stalls, 
and bed cows and calves. After a lunch break, I washed the 
show cows and heifers prior to starting evening chores. I 
also had the opportunity to attend the Wisconsin District 6 
Holstein Show and State Championship Show. Along with 
Pam and Daryl, I worked with high school hired hands and 
exchange students from Germany. The duties that I had 
this summer gave me a good view of the wide variety of 
responsibilities that it takes to board cows for other people 
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video. I was able 
to work with the 
communications 
department at the 
station to help me 
bring the video to 
life. 

During the summer, 
I was fortunate 
enough to attend 
Iowa Swine Day 
held in Ames, IA. 
I also attended 
and helped at the 
Midwest Farm 
Energy Conference which was hosted at the WCROC. 
These two events opened my eyes to issues within the 
swine industry and current and potential issues within all of 
agriculture.

Throughout this internship I was able to learn a lot about 
swine production, management, and research. I came in with 
little to no experience in both of these areas. Now I have 
a new set of skills and knowledge that I look forward to 
applying in future endeavors. 

-By Emma Nelson, Sophomore, Animal Science 

Dairyland Seeds Intern
My internship this 
summer was with 
Dairyland Seeds, based 
out of West Bend, WI. 
My internship duties 
with Dairyland Seeds 
included harvesting hay 
plots, recording data, 
and assisting with sales. 
I was given a personal 
work vehicle and hay 
harvester to collect data 
from hay plots within 
my region, consisting of 
North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Minnesota, Wis-

consin, and Iowa. When harvesting these hay plots, I would 
put 1,100 miles on in a single day!

I faced some minor obstacles this summer; however, the 
biggest challenge was the weather.  This summer and spring 
were not ideal for planting crops or harvest forages. This 
created challenges when it was time to harvest, I had 15 
plots that needed to get harvested in two days within my 
region.  I was able to work with eight different district sales 
managers in my region.

Overall, I learned a lot with this internship, and one of the 
most important skills is the use of communication. Through 
my experiences, I can see communication is key and 
everyone has room for growth in this area. Additionally, I 
learned a lot about proper sales techniques and how, as a 
company, we want to put the farmer first. This leads into 
working on the farmer’s schedule when harvesting their 
hay plots. Finally, with hay plot harvest, I learned to record 
data properly and how to run a $300,000 harvester. I truly 
learned a lot through this internship, and hope my future 
career involves working within the crop industry as a 
salesman. 

-By Kaleb Kruse, Senior, Animal Science 

West Central Research and 
Outreach Center Intern

This past summer I was the undergraduate swine intern 
at the West Central Research and Outreach Center 
(WCROC) located in Morris, MN. The WCROC is one of 
ten stations that runs University of Minnesota research and 
public outreach. The station in Morris focuses on swine, 
dairy, horticulture, agronomy and soil, and renewable energy 
research. 

As the swine intern, I was able to participate in a wide 
variety of tasks and events throughout the summer. An 
average day in the barns consisted of morning pig chores 
followed by any management task that needed attention. 
This included processing piglets, breeding sows, moving pigs, 
power washing, and more. I even assisted the dairy interns 
from time to time. 

I was also able to help with various WCROC research 
trials of both past and present during my time as an intern. 
The trials and projects involved swine microbiome, water 
quality, piglet behavior, organic swine production, and the 
cooling of sows in farrowing stalls. I had a significant role in 
taking samples for the microbiome study. A large amount 
of my time was also spent creating and editing a video 
about the renewable energy sow cooling project. The video 
was created as a method of informing producers and the 
public about this project and what its findings were. My 
job consisted of writing and narrating the script along 
with collecting and creating the content needed for the 
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Senior Dave Lawstuen prays his cow will back up 

during the Minn Royal showmanship contest.

Rolf Annexstad refuses to wipe that 
smile off his face after winning his 

heat in the ice cream eating contest.

Matt Hendel, Pam Hosfield, Al Stemper, Chris Reiland, 
Russ Johnson and Sue Agrimson kick up their heels at 

the Midwest ADSA dance. Towards the end of the 12-day fair, dairy bar co-manager Alice Troendle had perfected her 
scooping technique.

Fran Wherry, 

Karen Larson, 

Pam Hosfield, and 

Barb Pfarr “gag” 

on their Christmas 

gifts at a club 

meeting.

Club members pore over Hoard’s Dairyman judging classes at the March meeting..
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