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Editors’ Message
As editors, we are incredibly honored to present 

this year’s edition of The Topline. In honor of our 
beloved friend and Gopher Dairy Club member, Dylan 
Fulton, this edition of The Topline is dedicated to his 
memory.

Creating The Topline allows members to reflect on 
the great accomplishments of the Gopher Dairy Club 
throughout the past year. As dairy enthusiasts, we are 
proud to share the achievements of members both in 
and outside of the club.
     
The highlights of our publication are the 2019 
Distinguished Service and Golden Graduate Award 
articles. These awards are the greatest honor the 
Gopher Dairy Club bestows upon deserving dairy 
men and women who have shown wonderful 
commitment and support to the club. Thank you to 
Dr. Marshall Stern and Sheila Harsdorf and for your 
significant impact on not only the Gopher Dairy Club, 
but also your lasting impact on the dairy industry. 
Congratulations on these prestigious awards and thank 
you for your continuous contributions.
     
This year, our cover photo displays Como Park. Located 
nearly five miles from the St. Paul Campus, Como 
Park was an excellent location for this year’s photo 
opportunity. The park attracts many students looking for 
a serene getaway from the hectic campus life.
     
Our sincere thanks goes to Sonja Miedtke for her time 
and talent in taking photos for this publication. Sonja has 
captured our cover photos for many years and this is 
her ninth year taking our senior headshots.The quality 
and professionalism of these photographs greatly adds 
to the overall appearance of The Topline. Thank you, 
Sonja, for your continued dedication of your time and 
talent to the Gopher Dairy Club.
     
We would like to extend our appreciation to the 
organizations that have placed advertisements in this 
year’s publication.These advertisements ensure that 
members past, present, and future have the opportunity 
to enjoy their vast memories of the Gopher Dairy 
Club. We are so fortunate to have exceptional campus 

organizations and agricultural companies that contribute 
to our publication. 
       
The Topline wouldn’t be complete without our 
exceptional club members. Thank you for volunteering 
your time, writing, and photography skills to The 
Topline. A special thanks goes out to the members of 
the yearbook committee:  Andrew Backman, Makayla 
Huisman, Leah Ruen, and Brenna Werner.  We also want 
to extend a special thanks to the Gopher Dairy Club’s 
official photographer, Michaela King, for taking countless 
photos that are featured throughout The Topline. Finally, 
thank you Dr. Les Hansen, our adviser, for all you do. 
Your time and guidance is much appreciated.
     
With the help of many phone calls, emails, and late 
nights, we have enjoyed compiling articles, taking photos, 
and formatting using InDesign. We hope you enjoy the 
2018-2019 edition of The Topline.
     
Sincerely,
Morgan Krause, Co-Editor 2017-2019
Emily Annexstad, Co-Editor 2018-2020
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Dylan Fulton always knew how to spread joy into the 
world.  Whether it was during monthly meetings or 

the long hours in the Gopher Dairy Bar, Dylan always 
brought a smile to everyone’s face. His witty humor, 
charismatic personality and positive attitude made 
Dylan a person everyone was drawn too.  While his 
time in our club was far too short, his memory will live 
on with us forever. 

Dylan grew up on the Fulton Ranch in St. Lawrence, 
South Dakota. He was a natural-born leader and served 
our club as a junior manager of the Gopher Dairy 
Bar. Dylan was also a member of Alpha Gamma Rho 
Fraternity and held the office of Vice Noble Ruler of 
Scholarships. Dylan continued his leadership to the 
University Sheep Barn where he served as a manager.  
He did all of this while continuing to excel in his studies, 
making the Dean’s list both semesters. 

Each year, the Gopher Dairy Club honors a sophomore 
with the “Outstanding Rookie” award.  Dylan’s 
dedication and enthusiasm toward the Gopher Dairy 
Club, along with his willingness to always help others, 
truly embodied an outstanding person.  

The members of the Gopher Dairy Club are honoring 
Dylan’s memory by renaming this award to the “Dylan 
Fulton Outstanding Rookie” award.  

Each year, the Gopher Dairy Club will continue to 
remember to deep impact Dylan had not only on our 
club, but on our campus and our lives by honoring 
a club member with the “Dylan Fulton Outstanding 
Rookie” award.  

We love you and miss you, Dylan. 

Fly high, cowboy. 

Remembering a Friend 



4         The Topline 2018-2019
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                        FORUM
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The 2018-2019 Executive Team 
President, Krista Styer, was raised on her family’s 2,000 
cow dairy farm in Menomonie, WI. Krista is currently 
serving as the Alumni Relations committee chair in the 
Gopher Dairy Club and has previously served on the 
judging contest committee. She also has assisted with 
the FFA judging contest and the Gopher Dairy Bar. On 
campus she is also active in Beta of Clovia Sorority, the 
Agricultural Education Club, and the dairy judging team. 
Krista is a senior in Agricultural Communication and 
Marketing, and hopes to work within the agricultural 
communication and marketing field where she can use 
her photography and design skills before returning to 
her family’s farm. 

Vice President, Brooke Roberts, had her first 
experience in dairy at age four, when she exhibited 
a heifer raised by her grandfather and now has 
continued her involvement in dairy, and in the Gopher 
Dairy Club, where Brooke has served as an ADSA 
Co-chair, and member of the scholarship, banquet, 
and yearbook committees. She is involved in Lambda 
Delta Phi Sorority, Block and Bridle, the livestock 
judging team, and the dairy judging team. Brooke is a 
senior from eastern Wisconsin majoring in Agricultural 
Communication and Marketing. Upon graduation, 
Brooke plans to pursue a career in livestock marketing.

Secretary, Lauren Hendel, has wanted to serve on 
Gopher Dairy Club’s executive team since attending 
her first meeting freshman year. Lauren is a senior in 
Animal Science and hopes to work in the dairy industry 
after graduation. She was raised on her family’s 350 cow 
Holstein and Brown Swiss herd in Caledonia, MN. On 
campus, Lauren is also involved in Lambda Delta Phi 
Sorority, MN Royal Executive team, the dairy judging 
team, and Dairy Challenge. Through the Gopher Dairy 
Club, Lauren is also a chair for FANE and the senior trip, 
and has previously served as chair of the Alumni and 
ADSA contest committees. 

Treasurer, Mike Slater, is a senior double majoring 
in Animal Science and Agricultural Communication 
and Marketing from Chisago City, MN. Although Mike 
has not lived or worked on a dairy farm, he says he 
admires the dairy industry. This can be shown from his 
involvement in Gopher Dairy Club, where Mike served 
as the Gopher Dairy Bar co-manager for two years, 

and helped with the FFA dairy judging contests. On 
campus, he is involved in Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, 
Block and Bridle, and the Crops and Soils club. After 
graduation, Mike plans to enter the agronomy field. 

Reporter, Morgan Krause, grew up on her family’s 
sixth generation dairy farm, where she found her 
passion for sharing dairy farm family stories. She is a 
senior in Agricultural Communication and Marketing 
and Animal Science from Buffalo, MN. Morgan’s 
campus involvement includes Beta of Clovia Sorority, 
the Agricultural Education Club, and the National 
Grocers Association team. She is also an Editor of The 
Topline and has served on the banquet and clothing 
committees in Gopher Dairy Club. Upon graduation 
Morgan would love to work in dairy communications 
while staying involved in her family’s dairy farm.

Officer at Large, Haely Leiding, found her interest 
in dairy while growing up on her family’s registered 
Holstein farm in Fountain, MN. Her love of dairy and 
agriculture drove her to study Agricultural Education. 
Haely, a senior, plans to be a high school agricultural 
education teacher and FFA advisor after graduation. 
Haely has been very active in the Gopher Dairy Club, 
serving as co-chair for the banquet committee and as 
a member of the scholarship and judging committees. 
Her campus involvement includes Beta of Clovia 
Sorority, Agricultural Education Club, the National 
Agri-Marketing Association, and the dairy judging team. 

Congratulations to the 2018-2019 officer team and 
thank you for your service to the Gopher Dairy Club!
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2019 Distinguished Service Recipient:
Dr. Marshall Stern

By Emily Annexstad, Junior, Animal Science and Agricultral Communication and Marketing

Dr. Marshall Stern, Professor of Animal Science at 
the University of Minnesota, is the 2018 recipient 

of the Gopher Dairy Club’s Distinguished Service 
Award. Each year, the Gopher Dairy Club presents the 
Distinguished Service Award to deserving members of 
the dairy community who have greatly contributed to 
the success of our club. Dr. Stern is a highly dedicated, 
innovative, and popular teacher and researcher in the 
area of dairy nutrition.

In his 38 years at the University of Minnesota, Dr. Stern 
has advised 22 undergraduate students who completed 
their undergraduate research in his laboratory. He 
has also advised 13 Ph.D. and 21 M.S. students. He 
taught countless Gopher Dairy Club students in his 
Animal Nutrition and Ruminant Nutrition courses. He 
also teaches several graduate level courses. Dr. Stern 
develops impactful relationships with his students 
through his engaging and fun teaching style, curriculum 
advising, and thesis research advising.  Many of his 
students have gone on to have successful careers in the 
dairy industry. 

Dr. Stern’s current research focuses on reducing gas 
emissions from the rumen, using metagenomics to 
evaluate rumen microbial populations, and developing 
an in vitro dry matter digestibility procedure to assess 

high-fiber feed ingredients for monogastric. In the past, 
his research has included methodology for measuring 
protein degradation, microbial protein synthesis in the 
rumen, and protein absorption in the small intestine. 

Over the years Dr. Stern has received numerous awards 
for his outstanding teaching and research. In 2006 he 
received the University of Minnesota Morse Alumni 
Association Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
Undergraduate Education and was inducted into the 
University’s Academy of Distinguished Teachers. Dr. 
Stern is also the only person to receive both the Land 
O’Lakes Dairy Production Teach Award and American 
Society of Animal Science Distinguished Teacher Award. 
More recently, he was awarded the 2012 Outstanding 
Professor Award from the CFANS Student Board, 
an American Society of Animal Science Teaching 
Fellow Award in 2014 and The Leadership Award for 
the Department of Animal Science and the ADSA 
Nutrition Professionals, Inc. Award for Applied Dairy 
Nutrition Teaching and Research in 2016. 

Dr. Stern played a crucial role developing curriculum 
both here and abroad. In 2005, he facilitated a capacity 
building workshop in Egypt to enhance teaching in five 
Egyptian universities. The five-day workshop on Teaching 
an Undergraduate Course in Animal Nutrition was 
attended by 25 faculty from five different Northern 
Egyptian Universities.  He also serves as a member 
of the Undergraduate Studies Committee of the 
Department of Animal Science and helped to create a 
new Animal Science major. Additionally, Dr. Stern was 
recognized for his time as the Chair of the Graduate 
Studies Committee with the Department of Animal 
Science Commendable Committee Award in 2016. 

The Gopher Dairy Club is delighted to acknowledge 
this exceptional member of the dairy industry who 
has significantly contributed to our organization. The 
Gopher Dairy Club is proud to bestow the Dr. Marshall 
Stern the 2018 Distinguished Service Award.
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Ms. Sheila Harsdorf is the 2019 recipient of the 
Gopher Dairy Club’s Golden Graduate Award. 

She was raised on her family’s dairy farm near Stillwater 
in Washington County, Minnesota before her parents 
relocated their farm to Beldenville, Wisconsin when 
she was 14. Harsdorf grew up showing dairy cattle and 
competing on the 4-H Dairy Judging Team. She enrolled 
in the University of Minnesota with plans to return to 
the family farm after graduation.

While at the University of Minnesota, Harsdorf was 
active on the Dairy Judging Team and Block and Bridle 
Club. She was elected to serve on the College of 
Agriculture Student Board, serving as President during 
her senior year. Harsdorf says that the experiences she 
had outside of the classroom allowed her to develop 
not only friendships but also helpful references and 
contacts down the road. She graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science in Animal Science in 1978.

Following graduation, Harsdorf worked as an 
agricultural loan officer while farming part-time. After 
two years, she returned to farm full-time with her 
Dad and brother. In 1988, Harsdorf was elected to the 
Wisconsin State Assembly, where she served until 1998. 

As a State Representative, she served on the Assembly 
Agriculture Committee and Joint Finance Committee. 
She credits encouragement from her brother, a former 
Wisconsin state legislator, as the reason she became 
interested in running for elected office. However, it was 
her interest in bringing her agricultural background and 
experiences to influencing state policy that motivated 
her to run. 

After returning to the farm for two years, Harsdorf 
ran and was elected as a Wisconsin State Senator. As 
State Senator, she served on the Senate Agriculture 
Committee and Joint Finance Committee. Harsdorf 
served as Senator until she was appointed by the 
Governor to serve as the first female Secretary of 
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection in 2017. 

Secretary Harsdorf has also been active in numerous 
community organizations. She has served in various 
roles in the Pierce County Farm Bureau and as the 
chair of the Wisconsin State FFA Sponsors Board. While 
on the dairy farm, she volunteered her time as a 4-H 
Dairy Judging coach and an advisor for the Pierce-
Pepin County Junior Holstein Club. Additionally, she 
has been a Pierce County Dairy Promotion committee 
member and chair and exhibited in the Pierce County 
Open Class Dairy Show. Harsdorf has also served on 
the Wisconsin Conservation Corps Board and on the 
Advisory Council on Small Business, Agriculture and 
Labor for the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis.

Sheila has one son, Ryan Bailey and is married to Al 
Hines. Ryan is majoring in Agricultural Education while 
helping on the family dairy and raising some steers. 

The Gopher Dairy Club is pleased to have so many 
outstanding alumni. Each year, we are delighted to 
recognize those who have continued to have an impact 
on the dairy industry and our organization. We are 
pleased to recognize Ms. Sheila Harsdorf as the 2019 
recipient of the Golden Graduate Award. Thank you for 
your exceptional support of the dairy community and 
the Gopher Dairy Club. 

2019 Golden Graduate Recipient:
Sheila Harsdorf

By Emily Annexstad, Junior, Animal Science and Agricultural Communication and Marketing 

Sheila and her son, Ryan, showcasing their cow.
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Developing Future Leaders is
 Goal of the Gopher Dairy Club

By Dr. Les Hansen, Gopher Dairy Club Adviser

The Gopher Dairy Club was formed by 30 student 
members in 1982, and I have served as the club’s 

adviser since that time more than 36 years ago.  From a 
modest nucleus of students in 1982, the club has grown 
tremendously – especially over the past decade – and 
has a higher percentage of members from outside of 
Minnesota in addition to its Minnesota-native members 
than at any time in the past.

Ongoing positive attributes of the Gopher Dairy Club 
are its mutually–supportive feel, its openness to new 
members with varied backgrounds, and its sense of 
community for dairy-interest young adults.  Without 
question, the Gopher Dairy Club has been successful in 
its continued relevance for students who are interested 
in the dairy industry.  

Clearly-defined, proactive governance has always been 
a strong feature of the club, and this has contributed 
greatly to the growth and development of the club its 
members.  The Executive Committee is composed of 
six elected officers, who oversee the club’s 

highly-functional committees and enforce the club’s 
policies and guidelines.  Fair and equitable treatment 
of all the student members of the club is a priority.  
Input from every member is readily accepted, and 
concerns that arise are quickly addressed.  The further 
development of leadership skills is the major impact of 
the Gopher Dairy Club.   

The varied activities of the club are each carefully 
planned and executed, and they include The Topline 
yearbook, the annual recognition banquet for the 
Gopher Dairy Club, the Gopher Dairy Bar at the 
Minnesota State Fair, the Gopher Dairy Camp for 
junior high school youth, the hosting of two FFA judging 
contests each year, the Food Animal Networking 
Evening (a career fair), and the senior trip to California.  
Each of these activities requires structured planning, 
assignment of specific responsibilities to club members, 
and careful implementation.   The pre-planning, the 
assignment of duties, and the implementation of these 
activities all result in the further development of the 
leadership skills of the club’s student members.   

I am extremely proud of the ongoing professionalism 
displayed by the members of the Gopher Dairy Club 
on campus and in the dairy industry.  The club has a 
national reputation for competitiveness and top-notch 
performance that is complimented with fellowship, 
sportsmanship, and lots of fun.         

The Gopher Dairy Club members would 
like to thank Dr. Hansen for all of his 

hard work and service to the club.  The 
club members would not be 

successful without the support and 
guidance he gives to the club. 
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A Memorable Year As President
By Krista Styer, Senior, Agricultural Communication and Marketing

Thanks to an extensive mailing program to high 
school students, I found myself applying to the 

University of Minnesota during my senior year of high 
school. It was a bit of a risky move on my part, seeing 
as none of my family or friends had attended the U 
in the past, and none of my high school friends were 
considering going here. However, when I toured the 
University of Minnesota, I knew on that very day that 
I had to go to school here. The campus was gorgeous, 
and there seemed to be endless educational and 
professional opportunities.

Fast forward four years later, and I have never regretted 
my decision to attend the University of Minnesota. I 
have made incredible connections here and have been 
able to join many great organizations, one of the most 
influential of course being the Gopher Dairy Club. I 
knew right away freshman year 
this was a club that I needed 
to be a part of during my time 
on campus. As I grew older 
each year at the University 
of Minnesota, I realized that I 
wanted to seek out more leadership opportunities in 
GDC. Last spring, I was fortunate enough to be elected 
as president of this phenomenal student organization. 

Our club has been involved in a plethora of activities 
over the past year. From hosting the Midwest Regional 
ADSA conference and the Minnesota FFA dairy judging 
contest, to our annual Gopher Dairy Camp and Gopher 
Dairy Bar, our members enjoyed a fun-filled spring and 
summer. 

In the fall, we hosted the MN FFA Fall invitational 
dairy judging contest. We also had our annual Gopher 
Dairy Club alumni reception at World Dairy Expo. The 
Food Animal Networking Evening event happened in 
October again this year, and it was a great opportunity 
for students to network with industry professionals 
about potential internships and careers.

This winter, 22 
of our seniors 
traveled to 
California for 10 
days. The seniors 
going on the 
trip completed a 
certain number 
of requirements 
in order to be 
eligible for the 
trip, some of 
which include 
working in the 
Gopher Dairy Bar and assisting with other dairy club 
events throughout their time at the University of 
Minnesota. While there, the seniors toured numerous 

dairy farms and saw other 
incredible attractions that 
California had to offer.
To the members of the club that 
still have time left in the Gopher 
Dairy Club- don’t be afraid to 

push your boundaries and apply for different leadership 
positions. There are so many different opportunities 
which are available to you as students that will help 
craft your professionalism as you near graduation. 
Positions that will allow you to coordinate large events, 
work with money, and manage a large number of 
people. All of these things are available to you now that 
will make you a better version of yourself in for the 
future, so don’t let these things pass you by.

I have been truly honored to serve as president of the 
Gopher Dairy Club for the past year. I am proud of 
our club members dedication and enthusiasm for the 
dairy community. Working with the other executive 
team members and our adviser, Dr. Les Hansen, has 
been a great experience. The Gopher Dairy Club 
has been a huge part of my time at the University of 
Minnesota. While I am sad my time is coming to an 
end in this organization, I am excited to see the great 
accomplishments the club members will achieve in the 
future!

“I have been truly honored to serve 
as president. I am proud of our club 
members dedication and enthusiasm 

for the dairy community. ”
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to deliver the finest 
education in animal 
science for all of you.

You carry compassion.
The death in September 
of sophomore Dylan 
Fulton brought to all of us 
a sense of sorrow and a 
commitment to live each 
day to its fullest. Dylan 
grew up on his family 
farm in South Dakota and came to CFANS to pursue 
a degree in animal science. He was a proud member of 
the Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity and the Gopher Dairy 
Club. He was a “hard-working, peace-making, animal 
loving, family oriented, fun-loving, witty goofball,” as his 
family said. We each are learning how to live in a world 
without his presence, and his tragic, too-early death 
compels us to carry on in his memory by caring for 
each other and striving to be our best.

You carry anticipation.
Change is in the future for the St Paul campus. This 
won’t be immediate, but as you return to visit, you can 
expect to see physical changes as we take steps to 
re-imagine and build the St. Paul Campus with an eye 
for a stronger and more inclusive community.  We seek 
to draw all people to our campus to learn more about 
areas we share in common—nourishing people and 
preserving and enhancing our natural resources. As a 
land grant institution, CFANS is all about 
solution-driven science; we use critical and innovative 
thinking to make our world a productive, friendly, 
and sustainable environment and to solve everyday 
problems. Your training will allow you to anticipate those 
challenges and take leadership in developing those 
solutions.

My hope for you, as you transition from student to 
professional to face 21st century challenges, is you 
realize while you carry a great deal of ability within, you 
will achieve your greatest ambitions only in community 
and service with others. 

By Dr. Brian Buhr, Dean, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS)

Many of you are getting ready to pack your bags 
and head out into your future: some as graduates, 

some for study abroad programs, and others simply to 
and from home and campus. So, what will you carry 
with you from the University of Minnesota?

As Gopher Dairy Club members, you’ve gained 
academic and practical experience as well as a 
network of colleagues in the industry. You know how 
to solve problems, how to call on fellow scientists or 
producers who can address a challenge from a different 
perspective, and how to work as a team.  You will also 
carry with you qualities developed not just through 
chosen experiences, but through experiences life brings 
to you, and they will inform the choices you make from 
here into your future.

You carry accomplishment. 
It won’t come as a surprise that for the fourth year in 
a row, the University of Minnesota Dairy Judging Team 
placed first overall in the collegiate dairy cattle judging 
contest held November 4 at the North American 
International Livestock Exposition (NAILE) in Louisville. 
The margin of victory was 30 points over second place 
Virginia Tech, with three Minnesota team members 
among the top six individuals. I know I reflect the 
feelings of the dairy judging coaches when I state the 
kind of success leads to pride in knowing we are all part 
of a program dedicated to hard work and diligence that 
resulted in shared accomplishment. 

You carry confidence. 
During the search for a new department head, we 
entrusted our confidence to Interim Department Head 
and Professor Krishona Martinson, equine specialist 
and Extension program leader. She served as a sterling 
example of extending that confidence to animal science 
faculty and students to strive for excellence, creating 
a community into which we could welcome Michael 
M. Schutz, PhD, as the new department head. He 
assumed his role in June, bringing with him impressive 
qualifications, most recently as assistant director of 
Extension at Purdue University. I have great confidence 
that Dr. Schutz is dedicated to leading the Department 

Club Members Develop Lifelong Qualities
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NURTURE. GROW.  
GIVE. REPEAT. 

ALPHA  
GAMMA RHO  
FRATERNITY  
University of Minnesota

WHO WE ARE

Alpha Gamma Rho  
is a premier social-
professional fraternity
on the St. Paul
campus. AGR men are
involved in campus
clubs, student
organizations, sports,
community service,
mentoring, student
government, judging
teams and more! 

A LIFELONG 
NETWORK

AGR is a network of
over 72,000 men from
72 chapters working in
agriculture all over the
world. Our members
are the future leaders
of agriculture, food,
and fiber industries.

THE HOUSE

On your next St. Paul
campus visit, come
check out our recently
renovated $3.3 million
chapter house at 2060
Carter Ave.

Interested in learning more >
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Visit agrminnesota.com to learn  
more about our brotherhood.  
 
Recruitment Chairs 
Carson Bryan > bryan523@umn.edu  
Leyton Becker > beck1013@umn.edu 

IN 2017, LAMBDA 
CHAPTER CELEBRATED 
100 YEARS OF 
BROTHERHOOD 
ON CAMPUS.

CONNECT WITH US:
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The Midwest Met in Minnesota for 
2018 Midwest Regional ADSA-SAD 

By Brooke Roberts, Senior, Agricultural Communication and Marketing

After months of preparation, the Gopher Dairy 
Club was thrilled to welcome 380 students from 

twelve different universities to Minnesota for this year’s 
Midwest Regional American Dairy Science Association 
- Student Affiliate Division Conference. The event was 
held from January 26-28th and headquartered at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in St. 
Louis Park and the University of 
Minnesota St. Paul campus.

Universities began arriving in 
Minnesota early Friday afternoon, 
eager to kick off the event by 
participating in dairy quiz bowl 
and skillathon competitions. Nine 
universities registered senior and 
junior quiz bowl teams, while 
over 70 students participated in 
the skillathon competition.

Friday evening included a buffet-style dinner in the 
beautiful Park Ballroom, followed by the 2018 meeting 
of the Midwest Regional ADSA-SAD in the Terrace 
Ballroom. The assembly was greeted with a welcome 
from Dr. Gregory Cuomo, Associate Dean of Research 
and Graduate Programs for the College of Food, 
University of Minnesota, followed by comments from

Dr. Karen Schmidt, National President of the American 
Dairy Science Association. The final speaker for the 
evening was Sarah Olson Schmidt, Vice President of 
Public Affairs with Associated Milk Producers, Inc. She 
spoke to students about the importance of being 
coachable as they pursue degrees and future careers.

After all speakers were concluded, 
Midwest Regional ADSA-SAD 
President and Gopher Dairy Club 
member, Gabriella Sorg, called the 
business meeting to order. Future 
officer candidates were introduced 
and the meeting was adjourned. 
A hypnotist and DJ served as the 
entertainment to end the evening. 

Saturday morning brought students 
to the St. Paul campus for workshop 
sessions. Workshop presenters included: 

Barry Visser of Vita Plus, Dan Carroll and Dave Calvert 
of ST Genetics, Dr. Sandra Godden of the University 
of Minnesota, Lucas Sjostrom of Midwest Dairy, Sadie 
Frericks, author of Dairy Good Life blog, and Pat and 
Sharlene Daninger of Autumnwood Farm. Topics 
spanned agricultural advocacy, the roles of trade 
associations and checkoff groups, and even on-farm 
bottling and marketing of milk.

ADSA Co-Chairs Brooke Roberts and 
Alexis Giangrande

58 Gopher Dairy Club 
members enjoyed hosting 

the Regional ADSA-SAD and 
highlighting the great state of 
Minnesota.  Club members 

were responsible for planning 
and executing the conference.
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After the workshop sessions, lunch was served on 
campus and the universities were dismissed to either 
visit the Mall of America or attend a dairy-related 
tour nearby. Students then returned to the hotel for the 
culmination of the event: Saturday night’s banquet. A fantastic 
meal of prime rib was served, followed by the banquet 
program. The banquet was emceed by Alexis Giangrande 
and Brooke Roberts, the student co-chairs for this year’s 
event. All of the generous event sponsors were recognized, 
followed by a message from the keynote speaker, Mr. Dan 
Carroll of ST Genetics. 

Midwest Region President, Gabriella Sorg, proceeded to 
announce the 2018 Midwest Region Officer Team. Brooke 
Roberts of the Gopher Dairy Club was elected as President, 
Vice President, Quin Fenendael of UW-River Falls; Second 
Vice President, Erin Will of Purdue University; Secretary/
Treasurer, Katelyn Goldsmith of Iowa State University; and 
Officer at Large, Brooke Trustem of UW-Madison. Gabriella 
also announced that the 2019 conference will be hosted by 
North Dakota State University.

Additionally, the Gopher Dairy club submitted the winning 
website and yearbook entries. We would like to congratulate 
our yearbook editors, Elise Loveless and Morgan Krause, for 
this well-deserved recognition.

The 2018 Conference proved to be both educational 
and enjoyable for all in attendance, thanks to the hours of 
dedication and preparation contributed by members of 
the Gopher Dairy Club and our adviser, Dr. Les Hansen. As 
student co-chairs, Alexis and Brooke would like to thank 
all of the generous sponsors, hard-working club members, 
speakers and conference attendees for their assistance 
in making this year’s Midwest Regional ADSA-SAD host 
experience one for the books.

Above left, an elegant dinner is served.  On the right, club member 
Kayla Leiding helps presenter, Sharlene Daninger, pour samples of 

Autumnwood Farm milk.

The University of Minnesota won “Best Website” and “Best 
Yearbook” awards.  Above (l-r): Morgan Krause, Brooke Roberts, 

Alexis Giangrande, and Megan Schulte. 

GDC members (l-r) Anthony Bosch, Ethan Dado, and Austin 
Schmitt enjoy the banquet.

Students are hypnotized during the Friday night show.

Sadie Frericks presents to students about agricultural advocacy.
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The 34th Annual University of Minnesota Gopher 
Dairy Club Recognition Banquet was held on 

February 26, 2018 and brought together 175 students, 
parents, alumni, faculty, and members of the dairy 
community to celebrate the achievements of members. 

The banquet was held at the Radisson Hotel in 
Roseville and showcased club events and achievements 
over the past year. We were pleased to have a welcome 
from Dr. Brian Buhr, the Dean of the College of Food, 
Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences. Emily 
Annexstad, the 64th Princess 
Kay of the Milky Way, shared 
her passion for the dairy 
industry and her experience 
as a member of the Gopher 
Dairy Club.

The featured speaker was 
Sheryl Meshke, Co-President 
and CEO of Associated Milk 
Producers Incorporated. 
Sheryl talked about things 
she wished she would have 
known when she was in 
college. Sheryl said, “Don’t 
apologize for where you 
came from, don’t separate 
your personal and professional life, and 
don’t believe those who say a career path is a straight 
line. Do plot your true north, figure out what makes 
you angry and be hungry to do something about it, and 
make supporting Gophers a priority.” We were truly 
inspired by Sheryl’s wise words. 

The Distinguished Service Award was presented to 
David and Donna Anderson, of Lester Prairie, Minn. 
The Andersons, who are registered Guernsey breeders, 
have hosted the dairy judging team for the past 
25 years and enjoy helping dairy students improve 
their judging skills. The Golden Graduate Award was 

presented to Brad Rugg, of Owatonna, Minn., who has 
dedicated his career to teaching and working with 4-H 
members from across the state of Minnesota.
The exceptional accomplishments of our new members 
were also recognized. Catherine Thompson of Plainview, 
MN, received the 2018 Douglas Siem Memorial 
Scholarship of $2,000. Additionally, Geneva Nunes of 
Chippewa Falls, WI; Katherine Gathje of Eden Valley, MN; 
Mikayla Erf of Oakdale, MN; Leah Ruen of Lanesboro, 
MN; Eva Doornink of Baldwin, WI; Maddie Zutz of 
Valders, WI; and Vanessa Roberts of Whitelaw, WI were 

awarded scholarships.

Current members were 
also recognized for their 
accomplishments within the 
club. Gabriella Sorg received the 
Outstanding Senior Award while 
Rachel Coyne was awarded the 
Outstanding Rookie Award. The 
R.W. Touchberry Outstanding Junior 
in Animal Science was presented 
to Morgan Krause. During this 
portion two seniors, Gabriella 
Sorg of Hastings, MN and Laura 
Jensen of Amery, WI, chosen by 
the University of Minnesota faculty, 
were recognized as the applicants 

to represent the University of Minnesota in 
the National Dairy Shrine Student Recognition Award 
Program.  The many accomplishments of the University 
of Minnesota dairy judging teams were also recognized. 

The banquet provides an excellent opportunity for 
members and attendees to reflect on accomplishments, 
memories, and dairy industry promotion achieved over 
the last year by the Gopher Dairy Club. Many thanks 
to the alumni, faculty, and numerous supporters of the 
Gopher Dairy Club who help maintain its reputation 
as one of the largest and most successful student 
organizations at the University of Minnesota. 
 

Annual Banquet Brings Together 
Members and Industry Leaders

By Haely Leiding, Senior, Agricultural Education

2018 Banquet Co-Chairs 
Megan Schulte and Haely Leiding.



The Topline 2018-2019         15

Distinguished Service Award presented to  
Up the Creek Guernseys: Beau and Karen Johnson,  

Donna, David and Kevin Anderson.

Morgan Krause Buffalo, MN, received the 
R. W. Touchberry Outstanding Junior in Animal 
Science Award presented by the 64th Princess 

Kay of the Milky Way, Emily Annexstad.

Gabriella Sorg, Hastings, MN, was the Outstanding 
Senior and Rachel Coyne, Spring Valley, WI, was 

announced as the Outstanding Rookie.

Eight new members received $1,500 new student awards from the Gopher 
Dairy Club: Presenter Austin Schmitt (center) with (L-R) Geneva Nunes, 

Katherine Gathje, Mikayla Erf, Leah Ruen, Eva Doornink, Mitch Bobendrier, 
Maddie Zutz, and Vanessa Roberts.

Golden Graduate Award went to Mr. Brad Rugg (center), 
Brad’s wife Lorrie (left) and his oral citation presented by Betty 

McAndrews (right).

Douglas Siem Memorial Award of $2,000 was 
presented to Catherine Thompson, Plainview, MN, 
by past recipient Rachel Coyne, Spring Valley, WI.

The two nominees for the Student Recognition 
Program of National Dairy Shrine were Gabriella 

Sorg (left) and Laura Jensen (right).  



16         The Topline 2018-2019

Each year in the Topline, editors give the Head of the 
Department of Animal Science an opportunity to 

describe a bit about what occurred over the past year.  
However, since I have not been back in Minnesota until 
recently, others will need to update you on the past.  
I’m sure you will get a great sense of what the Gopher 
Dairy Club has up to on the pages of this yearbook.

Instead, a bit about myself…I grew up on a small 
dairy farm in Meeker County, MN.  I have my BS and 
MS degrees from this same UMN Department of 
Animal Science which I now have the opportunity 
and entrusted responsibility to guide.  Following a 
PhD degree in Animal Genetics at Iowa State, a post-
doc at USDA in Beltsville, MD, and 2 years working 
for Canadian Beef Improvement; I spent the past 
21 years at Purdue University, primarily as a dairy 
extension specialist but also with responsibilities in 
teaching and research.  For the past 4 years I had the 
occasion to serve as Assistant Director of Extension 
in Purdue’s College of Agriculture.  That certainly 
broadened my perspective on all of agriculture and 
afforded me the ability to connect campus and field 
staff with stakeholders around the state.  I look forward 
to meeting more and more of our stakeholders and 
alumni in the upcoming months and years.  

While at Purdue University, I was heavily involved with 
the dairy industry, teaching, and youth activities.  Among 
my favorite activities at Purdue were my initiation of 
and association with Indiana Dairy Producers, Inc., 
co-advising Dairy Club, teaching Dairy Production and 
Dairy Farm Evaluation, coaching Dairy Challenge Teams, 
and working with the state and National FFA Milk 
Quality and Dairy Foods Career Development Event.  I 
will continue my work with FFA and will serve as the 
incoming superintendent for the national Milk Quality 
CDE.  Having been a founding member of the Gopher 
Dairy Club here during my junior year ; naturally, I also 
served as a co-advisor for the Purdue Dairy Club 
during my entire time at Purdue.  Like here, it was often 
recognized as the top option club in the College of 
Agriculture.

By Dr. Michael Schutz, Head of the University of Minnesota Animal Science Department

Despite milk 
prices being in 
the doldrums 
along with other 
agricultural 
commodities right 
now, the future 
for agriculture is 
very bright and the 
need for a skilled 
and educated 
agricultural 
workforce has 
never been 
stronger. This is 
truly an exciting time for Animal Science.  Precision 
technologies are advancing all kinds of agriculture, 
including dairy, and career opportunities for graduates 
are abundant.  It’s hard to know exactly where the 
dairy industry is headed, but just think of the amazing 
progress that has been made over the past ten years 
in dairy equipment with the introduction of automatic 
milking and calf feeding systems, in genetics and 
breeding with the introduction of genomic selection 
and introduction of stillbirth and health traits, and in 
progress on cow fertility with cow activity monitors and 
estrus synchronization. Perhaps the biggest fundamental 
change over this time has been the redoubling of 
industry efforts to understand cow comfort and cow 
behavior and to design facilities and management 
practices.  The future is quite likely to see changes in 
marketing milk with unique attributes, like a2, organic, 
lactose free and so on.  It is my hope and expectation 
that today’s Gopher Dairy Club members, our 
Department of Animal Science, and our graduates will 
be instrumental in discovering new ideas and solutions 
to problems, and then helping our beloved dairy 
industry to put those ideas to work.

Finally, congratulations to the Gopher Dairy Club.  
Having been around at the beginning, I can certainly 
say it has come a long way.  It has become what was 
envisioned some 37 years ago, and then some.  

Animal Science Welcomes 
New Department Head
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Inquire online at: 
www.ampi.com

Email: hr@ampi.com

We know cheese. 
it’s what we do.

6 hearty tips for 
successful adulting 

1. Eat cheese. Lots of it. 

2. Enjoy your cheese without 
multi-tasking. How you eat  
is just as important as  
what you eat. 

3. Listen to your body —  
eat cheese when you’re 
hungry and don’t stop  
until you’re satisfied. 

4. Put cheese on top of  
just about everything. 

5. When given broccoli,  
cauliflower or kale —  
always top it with cheese. 

6. Become part of the team 
who makes some of the 
best cheese in the world.
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Year 102 of the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul 
Campus Minnesota Royal was a success. Since the 

events’ founding over a hundred years ago, it has been 
a time for agriculture students to celebrate their roots 
and build friendly bonds. Minnesota Royal is a week-
long tradition which is filled with competitions where 
a variety St. Paul’s student organization participate. This 
year, the Gopher Dairy Club and its members were 
one of seven organization to participate. Furthermore, 
the club was represented by Ellen Sheehan and Lewis 
Mansfield as our MN Royal King and Queen candidates. 
Trent Dado was chosen to organize the club’s 
participation as our Organization Representative. 

A fun-filled week started off with the club performing 
a “Late Night Show” during the skit competition. 
Following up the next night with the club’s wits were 
tested in a quiz bowl competition. On wednesday 
members competed in the Royal Run and one of the 
longest lasting MN Royal traditions – the Milkmaid 
competition. In this event, our Queen candidate, Ellen 
Sheehan, milked a cow by hand while the remainder 
of the club sang a parody of John Denver’s “Take me 
Home, Country Roads.” Thursday night the Johnny 
Holm Band made an appearance at the Livestock 
Pavilion, once again, where the King and Queen were 
announced. Although Ellen and Lewis did a marvelous 
representing GDC as our candidates, the 2018 MN 
Royal royalty were Gabriella Sorg and Austin Schmitt 
who are both GDC members! Friday was filled with 
Ag Olympics and tug-of-war. Finally, on Saturday, 
participants competed in showmanship competitions. 
Sheep, beef, swine, and dairy were all exhibited by 
students. At the end of the day, Vanessa Roberts, a 
Gopher Dairy Club freshman, was awarded Overall 
Professional Showman!

One more aspect which made the 2018 Minnesota 
Royal interesting was our historic weather. With multiple 
snowfalls during the week, participants fought through 
the conditions and made the most of it. Members, 
although chilled, kept a positive attitude and upbeat 

moral even when they had to shovel the race track for 
the Royal Run!

When all the points were tallied, Alpha Gamma Rho 
Fraternity was announced the winner of the 2018 
Minnesota Royal. Although the week is filled with 
competition, many memories and friendship were 
developed in the process. We are thankful to the 
students, staff, faculty, and sponsors who made this 
year’s event possible and look forward to competing 
next year. 

A MN Royal to Remember
By Trent Dado, Senior, Animal Science

Pictured above are Gopher Dairy Club’s Royalty representatives 
Ellen Sheehan and Lewis Mansfield. 
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Queen Candidate Ellen Sheehan
participates in the milk-maid contest. 

Rachel Stark, Gabriella Sorg, and Anthony 
Bosch participate in the Royal Run.

Lauren Hendel, Krista Styer, Austin 
Schmitt, and Trent Dado compete in Quiz 

Bowl

Gopher Dairy Club members dress up and preform their song remix as part of the Minnesota Royal Milkmaid Contest Competition. 
This year’s remix was “Take Me Home” by John Denver. 

Gopher Dairy Club member Tanner Morrison (left) and multiple other club members (right) participate in the showmanship contest. 
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Featured Department Faculty: 
Dr. Tony Seykora

Dr. Tony Sekyora has been an Animal Science 
professor at the University of Minnesota for 

over 30 years. He started his career at the University 
of Minnesota – Waseca teaching dairy production 
courses and coaching the dairy judging team before 
moving to the University of Minnesota, St. Paul 
campus. He currently teaches several undergraduate 
courses including; Introduction to Animal Science, 
Animal Handling, and Principles of Animal Breeding. Dr. 
Seykora also helps coordinate the College in Schools 
Introduction to Animal Science course. Additionally, he 
has conducted research on dairy genetics focusing on 
dairy cattle health and Net Merit Dollar index. 

Dr. Seykora was raised on his family’s registered 
Holstein farm near Owatonna, Minnesota. Growing 
up he was heavily involved in both 4-H and FFA dairy 
judging contests and was an FFA State Officer. Dr. 
Seykora completed his undergraduate education at the 
University of Minnesota. He was a team member of the 
first place World Dairy Expo Collegiate Dairy Judging 
Team and the first place Meat Animal Evaluation Team 
and tenth high individual at the National Intercollegiate 
Livestock Judging Contest. He worked as a 4-H 
Extension Agent in Houston county for three years 
before earning his PhD in Dairy Cattle Genetics from 
North Carolina State University. 

Over the years he has received numerous awards. In 
2010 Dr. Seykora received the University of Minnesota 
Tony Diggs Excellence Award for Student Club Advising. 
He also received the Distinguished Faculty Award 
for 2008-2009 from the CFANS Alumni Society and 
was a Minnesota FFA Hall of Fame Inductee in 2006. 
Other awards include an Honorary American FFA 
Degree, University of Minnesota Alumni Association 
Outstanding Faculty Volunteer Award, ADSA Student 
Affiliate Outstanding Advisor, University of Minnesota - 
Waseca Distinguished Teacher of the Year, and NACTA 
Teaching Award of Merit.

In addition to teaching and research, Dr. Seykora serves 
as the Animal Science Undergraduate Program Director, 

Block and Bridle Club Co-advisor, and on the State 4-H 
Dairy Project Education Committee. He also works 
with Gopher Dairy Club members to coordinate the 
FFA Dairy Cattle Evaluation Fall Invitational and State 
Contest each year. 

Dr. Seykora is well known on campus and among his 
students. The University of Minnesota, Department of 
Animal Science Facebook page features a “Tuesdays 
with Tony” video series. Students and alumni submit 
questions for Tony to answer each week. Dr. Seykora 
resides near campus with his wife Rel. They have two 
children, Josh and Erica. He enjoys spending time with 
his grandson Denley. He also spends much of his spare 
time outdoors and rides his bike to campus almost 
every day. 

We are excited to feature Dr. Tony Seykora from 
the Department of Animal Science and thank him 
for his contributions to the dairy community and the 
University of Minnesota.



The Topline 2018-2019         21

Connect with one of our local team members  
today to plan for your next generation

800.795.1233 | mnselect@mnss.coop

TOGETHER, WE’LL MAKE 
YOUR NEXT GENERATION 
THE BEST
That generation is our number one priority.  

As a farmer-led cooperative, we use local 

boots on the ground to bring your vision to 

life. Our team of A.I. technicians, genetic and 

reproductive specialists and account managers 

will work together with you to develop a 

customized plan for your herd.

Kim DeFrang | Genetic Specialist
Minnesota/Select Sires Co-op, Inc.

Brandon Thesing | Corporate Account Manager
Minnesota/Select Sires Co-op, Inc.
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Each spring, FFA Members participate in the Minnesota FFA 
State Judging Contest. Below,  Austin Schmitt 

highlights cards (left) while Krista Styer and Trent Dado officate 
the showmanship competition (right).

As the warmer weather of spring came around once 
again to green up campus, it also brought along the 

Minnesota State FFA Convention. As the sea of blue 
jackets covered campus for an exciting few days, the 
Gopher Dairy Club was once again honored to host 
the Dairy Cattle Evaluation and Dairy Cattle Handling 
Career Development Events (CDE’s). 

This spring the contest was held at the Lee and Rose 
Warner Coliseum at the State Fairgrounds. Austin 
Schmitt and Ethan Dado, both previous members 
of the University of Minnesota Dairy Judging team, 
officiated the contest. GDC hosted 218 contestants 
from across Minnesota who put their judging skills to 
the test in sire selection, type and pedigree selection, 
two sets of reasons, and six placement classes. Jack 
Saemrow of Tri-City United did an impressive job 
throughout all of these events and won the contest. 
Kelsey Biel of Fillmore Central came in second followed 
by Brea Kieffer of St. Charles. Tri-City United won the 
contest as a team followed by the team from Kenyon-

Wanamingo. Lewiston-Altura came up in a close third. 
Congratulations to all the judgers!

The Dairy Cattle Handling CDE was composed of 35 
FFA members who put their showmanship skills to test 
during the judging contest. Krista Styer and Trent Dado 
,also members of the U of M judging team, evaluated 
the contestants on their showing abilities. Ellen Harth 
of the Hinckley Finlayson FFA chapter came in third. 
Heidi Boiduan of Caledonia came in second and Ian 
VanderWal of the Pipestone Area chapter came in first! 

These contests were both very successful thanks to 
the many individuals who invested a lot of time and 
effort. A special thanks to dairy judging co-chairs Emily 
Annexstad and Jake Siewert,  as well as, Tony Seykora 
and all the FFA staff for their hard work preparing for 
these contests. Seeing the young talent in the dairy 
community makes us excited for the future and even 
more excited to host the state FFA contest next spring. 

Blue Jackets, Golden Memories: 
FFA members have a successful competition

By Jake Siewert, Senior, Animal Science- Dairy Production

GDC members are responsible for all aspects of the contest. 
Club members take reasons, clip, wash, transport cattle, and 

organize classes. Below, GDC members discuss the contest (left) 
while Haely Leiding marks cards (right). 
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On Wednesday, October 10th the Gopher Dairy 
Club hosted 56 teams and almost 200 FFA 

members for the Fall FFA Invitational Dairy Judging 
Contest. The contest was held at the CHS Miracle of 
Birth Center on the Minnesota State Fair Grounds. 

The contest started with a team activity including a 
DHIA herd sheet evaluation and dairy knowledge quiz. 
Following the team activity contestants judged two 
heifer classes and four cow classes. One of the classes 
consisted of pedigree, type, and overall rounds. They 
also completed a sire evaluation and selection activity. 
Students finished off the contest by giving one set of 
reasons or answering questions about the last class of 
the day.

The team from St. Charles took first place in the 
contest, followed by the teams from Pine Island and 
Sauk Rapids – Rice. Seth Pierson from St. James was the 
first-place individual. Brea Kieffer from St. Charles placed 
second and Megan Ratka from Paynesville was third. 
Congratulations to all the contestants! 

The contest would not have been possible without 
the help of many Gopher Dairy Club members. Club 
members spend hours washing and clipping the animals 
prior to the contest and leading, marking cards, and 
taking reasons during the contest. Thank you to club 
members, university faculty, FFA advisors, industry 
volunteers, and contestants for working together to 
make this contest a success. We look forward to next 
year!

Above, GDC members lead cows during the contest. 
Below, freshman Luke Nadeau washes cows. 

Above, GDC members take reasons during the contest.  
Below, (left)Sierra Swanson waits to mark FFA members cards 
and (right) Dr. Tony Seykora and Emily Annexstad prepare for 

the next class.

Fall Invitational Brings FFA Students 
and Dairy Club Members Together

By Emily Annexstad, Junior, Animal Science and Agricultural Communication and Marketing
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Camp Forms Lifelong Skills 
and Friendships

By Sierra Swanson, Junior, Animal Science-Dairy Production

Fifty-three youth gathered at the University of 
Minnesota St. Paul campus to kick-start the 2018 

show season. The 14th annual Gopher Dairy Camp, 
hosted by Gopher Dairy Club in cooperation with 
the Minnesota 4-H Dairy Project Committee and 
Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association, was held 
June 10-12. This three day camp provided youth from 
across Minnesota with opportunities to sharpen their 
fitting and showmanship skills while learning about the 
dairy industry and forming lifelong friendships.

The excited campers arrived ready to learn, which 
made for a great Sunday afternoon filled with 
workshops, icebreakers, and a dairy quiz bowl 
competition.  Monday morning campers traveled 
just outside the cities to tour Green Waves Dairy, a 
robotic dairy farm.  After returning back to campus, 
Dr. Bob Horton from The Ohio State University held 
his popular Fun With Dairy Foods workshop.  In the 
afternoon campers enjoyed competing to earn “moo 
money” with tasks ranging from answering trivia, to 
singing a love song to their favorite counselor. They 
then put that “moo money” to use in the Gopher Gold 
Auction hosted by Powerless Balc where they bought 
the calf they would work with throughout camp. With 
80 emergency rain ponchos in hand, campers and 
counselors headed off to the Saint Paul Saints game 
that evening.

Tuesday morning was the fitting workshop where 
campers learned new and helpful fitting tips. They 
then got to use that knowledge and fit their animal 
that they bought at the Gopher Gold Auction. 
Campers prepared for some friendly competition in 
the afternoon as they got their calves ready for the 
showmanship contest, judged by alumni Craig Betcher 
and Andrew Hetke. Camp counselors stopped traffic as 
the campers walked their calves across campus to the 
livestock pavilion for the final activity the showmanship 
competition. 

As always, the success of Gopher Dairy Camp is the 
result of our many volunteers, counselors, food service, 
alumni co-chairs, and generous sponsors: Minnesota 
Livestock Breeders Association, Minnesota 4-H Dairy 
Project Committee, West Central Initiative, Nelson Milk 
Hauling, CHS Foundation, Swanson Insurance Agency, 
AMPI, Schultz Milk Hauling, Munson Lakes Nutrition, 
Plainview Milk Products Co-op, and AgCountry Farm 
Credit Services.

Above, Mikayla Erf helps a camper with the showmanship order.  
Top right, campers participate in Dr. Bob Horton’s “Fun with 

Dairy Foods” workshop.  Bottom, campers demonstrate their skills 
during the showmanship contest. 
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Over 50 youth participated in the 2018 Gopher Dairy Camp!

Campers highlight their knowledge during the dairy quiz bowl competition.

Trent Dado assists in the Gopher Gold auction.

Above, GDC member, Katie Thompson, teaches campers how to 
properly prepare a topline. 

Right, GDC Alumni, Andrew Hetke, gives a camper showmanship 
advice.  Hetke officated the contest, along with Craig Betcher.
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L A M B D A  D E L T A  P H I
St. Paul's Greek Sorority

Lambda Delta Phi Sorority umnldphi umnldphi

1381 No Cleveland Ave
St. Paul, MN 55108

(651) 645-6563
 
 Sisterhood, Academics, Community
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Tenth Annual Showcase Recognizes 
Minnesota’s Outstanding Dairy Youth

The tenth annual Minnesota 4-H Dairy Showcase 
took place on Sunday, August 26th at the Minnesota 

State Fair Compeer Arena. Over the course of the 
past ten years, more than $300,000 has been given 
to deserving Minnesota dairy youth. This year, the top 
25 dairy youth in the state were awarded just over 
$50,000. 

The Minnesota 4-H Dairy Showcase is put together by 
the Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association and the 
Minnesota 4-H Dairy Project Development Committee, 
which recognizes the outstanding dairy project youth in 
Minnesota. 

Each participant is evaluated on a point system. This 
system evaluates project members based on their 
involvement in dairy related activities such as dairy 
judging, dairy quiz bowl, and leadership in dairy projects.  
4-H members are also awarded points for their ribbon 
placing, showmanship, and dairy interviews at the 4-H 
State Fair Dairy Show. Success in the show ring is also 

rewarded, as extra points are given to those who 
receive grand or reserve champion honors. 
This year, three Gopher Dairy Club members were 
honored in the top ten dairy youth in the showcase. 
Catherine Thompson placed fifth, Matthias Annexstad 
placed seventh, and Mikayla Erf was eighth. The Gopher 
Dairy Club, which has been donating to the showcase 
since 2009, again donated $3,500 to the showcase this 
year. 

Without the generous support of sponsors and 
their dedication to the dairy youth of Minnesota, 
this program would not be possible. With all of the 
generous sponsorships, the showcase was able to add 
a new aspect into the program this year. Now, up to 
10 of the highest scoring applicants who did not make 
it into the top 25 but have just completed grades 6-8, 
will receive up to $500 per 4-Her. The hope is this 
new aspect of the showcase will encourage younger 
members who may lack experience to apply for the 
showcase. 

Sponsors play a vital part 
in ensuring the showcase 
can keep giving to the 
hardworking, passionate 
and deserving dairy youth 
of Minnesota. If you are 
interested in donating 
to the showcase, please 
contact Steve Pooch at 
(651) 323-4210 or steve. 
pooch@mnstatefair.org. Your 
donation truly helps give 
well deserved recognition 
to the top dairy youth in 
Minnesota.

Gopher Dairy Club president, Krista Styer, and vice president, Brooke Roberts, 
presented Megan Ratka with the 2nd place award.

By Catherine Thompson, Sophomore, Agricultural Communication and Marketing



28         The Topline 2018-2019

The 2018 Minnesota State Fair ran from August 23rd 
to September 3rd. Many members of the Gopher 

Dairy Club traveled back to campus to join the fun by 
helping serve milk and shakes at the Gopher Dairy Bar. 

As stated in this article every year, attendance was at 
an all-time high. However, this year was different. With 
over 2 million people passing through the entry gates, 
product was essentially flying out the windows! Of the 
12 days, five new daily attendance records were set. The 
weekends were especially busy with between 220,000 
and 270,000 people on the grounds on both Saturdays 
alone. The Gopher Dairy Bar used: 817 hours of labor, 
825 cases of shake mix, and 715 gallons of milk. 

The Gopher Dairy Bar was presented with an 
unexpected, yet very beneficial opportunity from a local 
news station. At the beginning of the fair, newscasters 
asked the managers for two mint milkshakes to highlight 
on their segment of their favorite foods of the fair. At 
first, the managers thought they had been tricked. But, 
as it turns out, the Gopher Dairy Bar and our mint 
shakes were showcased on the news! Many customers 
came later in the week after the segment aired to come 
see our stand and give the best shakes at the fair a try. 

After the trial run from last year, the flavor of the 
year was Orange Dreamsicle. It proved to be a great 
addition to the stand and sold very competitively 

with our classic flavors. The Gopher Dairy Bar is very 
valuable to the members of the Gopher Dairy Club 
beacause it allows the opportunity to share members 
knowledge and passion for dairy and also teaches them 
customer service skills and the importance of working 
as a team to financially sustain the club’s activities. 
Customers continue to come back year after year to 
get their shake and see the smiling faces of our club 
members happy to serve them in the windows. 

Matt, Alyssa and Lewis would like to pay a special 
tribute in memorial to an integral and dynamic 
member of the managerial team, Dylan Fulton. Dylan’s 
personality and laugh was contagious, and the Dairy Bar 
was truly a better place because he was in it. Although 
his time as a manager was short, the impact that he 
left on the Dairy Bar and the people in it was large. 
He will be deeply missed, but we intend to make 2019 
successful in honor of him. 

Thank you for an amazing year! We look forward to 
seeing what the Great Minnesota Get Together will 
bring in 2019. 

Five Minutes of Fame for the Gopher 
Dairy Bar

By Alyssa Groskopf, Senior, Animal Science and Agricultural Communication and Marketing

Left, fairgoers wait in long lines for delicious shakes while senior Haely Leiding (bottom left) and CFANS Dean Brian Burh and 
sophomore Leah Ruen (bottom right) serve shakes. Above, club members Jake Siewert, Alyssa Groskopf and Kayla Leiding are in ac-

tion running the Dairy Bar.
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The Gopher Dairy Bar would not be possible without the hard work of our managers. Serving as managers in the 
2018 Dairy Bar were: (from left) the late Dylan Fulton, Lewis Mansfield, Alyssa Groskopf and Matt Stellpflug.  

University of Minnesota President, Eric Kaler (right) and friend 
stop for a treat from senior Megan Slater (left) and 

junior Tanner Morrison (right).

Sophomore Leah Ruen, senior Haely Leiding, and sophomore 
Katherine Gathje take orders (left to right).  

Dairy Bar Managers, Lewis Mansfield (left) and the late 
Dylan Fulton (right) refill shake machines on a busy day.
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Hoard’s Dairyman Farm (Guernseys and Jerseys), 
Nasco International, and the National Dairy Shrine 
Museum at Fort Atkinson, Crave Brothers Farm and 
Homestead cheese plant, and the World Dairy Expo.  

On Wednesday evening the 4-Hers enjoyed a farewell 
dance with their new dairy friends from throughout 
North America.  A pizza party and reminiscing lasted 
well into the morning hours.  In addition to all of 
the friendships gained, the conference was a great 
opportunity for the delegates to learn leadership skills 
and be exposed to the many career opportunities that 
the dairy industry has to offer.  

The Minnesota delegation was financially supported 
by the Gopher Dairy Club, Midwest Dairy, Minnesota 
Corn Growers, Compeer Financial, Minnesota Milk 
Producers,  Select Sires, Upper Midwest Dairy Industry 
Association, Minnesota 4-H Dairy Endowment Fund, 
and Mary Larson, Claremont, MN.  Chaperones 
included Ruth Klossner and Rel Seykora.

The Gopher Dairy Club was again proud to help 
sponsor the Minnesota 4-H Delegation to the 

National  4-H Dairy Conference.  The 64th conference 
was held Sepetmber 30 – October 3, 2018 in Madison, 
Wisconsin.  Upon arrival on Sunday afternoon, the 
17 Minnesota delegates exchanged pins and got 
acquainted with approximately 200 outstanding 
4-H dairy delegates from 27 other states and three 
Canadian provinces.  Minnesota delegates were 
chosen to attend the conference  based on leadership 
experiences in the 4-H dairy project, interest in the 
dairy industry, and future aspirations.

Through a combination of workshops, speakers, 
educational field trips and networking with other dairy 
oriented youth, 4-H members gained information 
they could use to strengthen their futures in the dairy 
industry. Hands-on learning workshop topics included 
biotechnology, genetics, foods evaluation, animal 
nutrition and marketing.  Day tours were taken to ABS 
Global, Hoard’s Dairyman Magazine Headquarters, 

By Anthony Seykora, Professor in Animal Science 

Youth Enjoy Experience at
National 4-H Dairy Conference 

Front row kneeling – Mary Larson, Kelsey Erf, Hannah Mundt, and CeCelia Romporti.  Second row: Maggie Cronk, Johannah Nielson, 
Amanda Sauder, Kylie Kruckeberg, and Hannah Streich.  Third row:  Alyssa Mitchell, Abigayle Catkins, Veronica Schwartz, Gregory Gathje, 
Matthew Thofson, and Kelsey Kuball.  Back row: Seth Pierson and James Minton.  Delegate missing from photo is Alaina Chute.
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4-H is a proud supporter of 
the Gopher Dairy Club 
CONGRATULATIONS ON A 
GREAT YEAR OF PROGRAMS! 
 

Gopher Dairy Club 

members are high quality  

4-H interns and critical 

State Fair 4-H employees. 
 

Our annual Gopher Dairy Camp is excellent 

because of your faithful co-sponsorship. 
 

You help 4-H youth develop the skills they need 

to lead for a lifetime. Thank you! 
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Back row (l-r): Zach Uter, Luke Nadaeu, Bailey Ruen, Nick Sietzer, Matthias Annexstad
Middle row (l-r): Leif Annexstad, Isaac Nelson, Kristine Schechinger, Kaiya Novacek, George Lemke, Carter Herbst
 Front row (l-r): Kjersten Veiseth, Ellen Harth, Kira Quam, Val Sauder, Paige Chaffer, Emma Nelson, Isabelle Lindahl 

Fr
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Fourth row (l-r): Maddie Zutz, Leah Ruen, Vanessa Roberts, Eva Doornink
Third row (l-r): Lewis Mansfield, Chandler Kurth, Mitch Bobendrier, Nick Selseth, Nicholas Achen, Andrew Backman

Second row (l-r): Robin Tidd, Ramsey Piotter, Kyra Flom, Katie Rechtzigel, Michaela King
First row (l-r): Katie Thompson, Mikayla Erf, Katherine Gathje

So
ph
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Back row (l-r):Martyn Novacek, Carson Bryan, Tanner Morrison
Front row (l-r): Sierra Swanson, Kaleb Kruse, Ashley Warren, Rachel Coyne, Jake Siewert, Emily Annexstad

Back row (l-r): Jordan Agrimson, Brady Bobendrier, Mike Slater, Daniel Hayes, Jake Borst, Krista Styer, 
Morgan Krause, Loren Dauer, Lauren Hendel, Chase DeFrang, Amber Cafferty

Front row (l-r): Allison Forbord, Rachel Weidmayer, Alyssa Groskopf, Elise Loveless, Brenna Werner, 
Brooke Roberts, Haely Leiding, Kayla Leiding, Alexis Giangrande, Julia Nunes 

Juniors
Seniors
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The 69th National Dairy Shrine Awards Banquet was 
held on October 4th, 2018 in Madison, Wisconsin 

in conjunction with the World Dairy Expo. The National 
Dairy Shrine honors dairy producers, breeders, and 
industry leaders who have made sizeable impacts 
on the dairy industry. The National Dairy Shrine also 
sponsors scholarships to recognize college students 
whose goals are geared toward serving as future 
dairy industry leaders. This year several members of 
the Gopher Dairy Club were highlighted at the NDS 
Awards Banquet for their outstanding achievements and 
goals for the future. 

GDC alumni Gabriella Sorg, was awarded a $3,000 H.H. 
Kildee Graduate Studies Scholarship, and Trent Dado 
received a $1,000 H.H. Kildee Undergraduate Studies 
Scholarship. Senior Student Recognition Scholarships 
were awarded to GDC members as well. Gabriella Sorg 
received the top award for $2,000 and Laura Jensen 
was awarded the second award for $1,500. Morgan 
Krause was awarded the top scholarship for the NDS/
DMI Milk Marketing and Dairy Products, for $1,500 
and Brooke Roberts also received this scholarship for 
$1,000. Emily Annexstad was awarded the top Mike 
Lancaster Sophomore Merit Scholarship for $1,500 

and the top NDS/DMI Education and Communication 
Scholarship for $1,500. Haely Leiding received the 
NDS/DMI Education and Communication Scholarship 
for $1,000. Haely additionally received the top Merton 
Sower by Junior Merit Scholarship for $1,500. Kayla 
Leiding received another Merton Sowerby Junior Merit 
Scholarship for $1,000. A Maurice Core Scholarship 
for $1,000 was awarded to Madeline Zutz and a Iager 
Scholarship of $1,000 was awarded to Kaleb Kruse. 
Tanner Morrison received a McKown Scholarship for 
$1,000 and future GDC member, Ashley Hagenow, was 
honored as the top Marshall E. McCullough Scholarship 
for $2,000.

Together these 12 Gopher Dairy Club members were 
honored with $21,500 in awards. We are very proud of 
their achievements and representation at the National 
Dairy Shrine Awards Banquet. Thank you to the 
National Dairy Shrine for providing these scholarship 
opportunities for students and congratulations to all the 
award winners. 

Members receiving National Dairy Shrine scholarships included: 
Back Row: (l-r) Haely Leiding, Kaleb Kruse, Tanner Morrison, 

Gabriella Sorg, Emily Annexstad.
Front Row: Kayla Leiding, Morgan Krause, Madeline Zutz.

Not pictured are club members Laura Jensen and Trent Dado.

Alumni Gabriella Sorg (left) and Trent Dado (right) received 
the top NDS H.H. Kildee Graduate Scholarship.

The 69th Annual 
National Dairy Shrine Awards

By Madeline Zutz, Sophomore, Animal Science- Pre Vet
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Every year at World Dairy Expo, Gopher Dairy Club 
alumni and students look forward to gathering 

together at the Gopher Dairy Club alumni reunion. 
Conversation and reminiscing of Gopher Dairy Club 
memories lit up the room as long-time friends gathered 
together. The event was held at the Coliseum Bar in 
Madison, Wisconsin, right next to the World Dairy 
Expo grounds. With plenty of food, beverages, and 
bustling conversation, the evening proved to be a good 
time for all who attended.

At World Dairy Expo, people come from all across the 
world to watch the most exquisite cattle in the nation 
and Canada parade across the famous colored shavings. 
In addition to the dairy shows and sales at Expo, 
attendees can also look at the newest dairy innovations 
and technology in the World Dairy Expo trade show. 
There are many opportunities for youth involvement at 
World Dairy Expo, such as the showmanship, judging, 
and fitting contests.

The University of Minnesota Intercollegiate Dairy 
Judging team competed in the World Dairy Expo 
national collegiate judging contest yet again this year. 
Team members included Lauren Hendel, Haely Leiding, 
Kayla Leiding, and Krista Styer. The team placed sixth 
overall, fifth in oral reasons, and placed in the top 
five teams for four of the breeds that were evaluated 
during the contest. Kayla Leiding was fourth individual 
overall, as well as fourth individual in oral reasons. 
The team’s judging accomplishments were announced 
at the alumni reunion, and members from this year’s 
judging team were able to reconnect with University 
of Minnesota dairy judging team members from years’ 
past.

Many alumni and current students were able to attend 
this year’s reunion. Every year, Gopher Dairy Club 
members are fortunate to network with Gopher 
Dairy Club alumni at this event and hear about the 
wonderful accomplishments they’re doing in the dairy 
industry today. 

Alumni and Students Gather at 
World Dairy Expo

By Krista Styer, Senior, Agricultural Communication and Marketing

Above, alumni enjoy 
conversation with 

eachother.

Left, Emily Wilmes (left) 
and Haely Leiding (right) 

catch up during the 
reunion.

The Alumni Reunion is moving 
back to Minnesota! Stay tuned 
for more details about the new 

Minnesota State Fair GDC 
Alumni Reunion. 
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Students and business representatives gathered 
together on October 17th to network at the 7th 

annual Food Animal Networking Evening (FANE). The 
event was held at the Delta by Marriott Hotel in 
Minneapolis, MN. 

FANE is a networking opportunity for students and 
business 
representatives with relation to the 
food animal industry. The goal of 
FANE is to provide students with the 
chance to meet potential employers 
and give industry leaders the 
opportunity to meet with the future 
of the agriculture industry. The event 
is attended by students with a 
variety of agricultural majors 
including animal science, agricultural
 communication and marketing, 
agricultural education, agricultural 
and food business management, and plant 
science. The participating students also 
represent many clubs on the University of Minnesota 
campus including the Agricultural Education Club, Ag-
ricultural Business Club, Block and Bridle Club, Gopher 
Dairy Club, and Pre-Vet Club. This year 70 students and 
17 businesses were in attendance. 

The event is split into two portions. First, students 
network with businesses representatives in a career fair 
setting. This gives students the opportunity to search 
for an internship or full-time position with companies in 
attendance. Next is a brief program and dinner where 
students sit with a business representative of their 
choice. This provides a more 

relaxed setting to talk about 
possible job or internship 
placement.

After dinner, Lauren Hendel and 
Rachel Coyne, the event chair and 
assistant chair, gave a short 
introduction to the presenting 
speakers. Traditionally, the 
presentations provided during the 
program are presented by senior 
students that are current 
Gopher Dairy Club members. This 

year Brooke Roberts and Morgan 
Krause were the featured presenters. 

Brooke spoke about the process of finding a job or 
internship and what actions to take from an applicant 
and business representative perspective. Morgan 
presented on the generation of current college
 students, Generation Z, in the workforce, values of the 
generation, and what to expect from the generation.

The 7th Annual Food Animal 
Networking Evening

By Lauren Hendel, Senior, Animal Science- Dairy Production

Industry representatives enjoyed connecting with and recruiting students for jobs and internships.

FANE Co-Chairs Rachel Coyne and 
Lauren Hendel. 
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Students from the Agricultural Education Club,  Agricultural Business Club, Block & Bridle Club, 
Pre-Vet Club, and Gopher Dairy Club enjoyed the networking experience. 

Peter Coyne of Vita Plus discusses potential internship with 
freshman GDC member Kira Quam. 

Gopher Dairy Club aluma, Johanna Knorr, discusses career 
advice with member Morgan Krause 

Students and business representatives agree that FANE 
is a great opportunity to practice professionalism and 
create new connections with prospective businesses. 
Students dress in business professional dress, bring 
resumes, and practice professional dining etiquette. This 
better prepares them for future professional settings. 
Future goals for the event are to continue expanding 
the number of businesses at the event and continue to 
add new businesses to the roster as we did this year. 

The businesses in attendance this year included:
• All American Co-op
• Centra Sota
• Dairyland Seed
• Davis Family Dairies
• Form-A-Feed
• Holden Farms
• Land O’Lakes
• Midwest Dairy 
• Midwest Poultry Consortium
• Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation
• New Fashion Pork
• Riverview LLP
• Select Sires
• STgenetics
• University of Minnesota Extension
• Vita Plus
• Zinpro
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Hard Work Pays Off For Judging Team
By Krista Styer, Senior, Agricultural Communication and Marketing

Starting Labor Day weekend, the University of 
Minnesota dairy judging team began practicing for 

the fall dairy judging season. Each weekend, the team 
and coaches traveled around Minnesota and Wisconsin 
to prepare for the fall judging contests. Numerous 
farms graciously allowed the team to visit their farms 
and practice judging their dairy cattle. Multiple sets 
of reasons were given during to the coaches during 
practice, helping teammates hone in on their public 
speaking abilities. The hours put in during practice 
lead to another successful season for the University of 
Minnesota dairy judging team.

University of Minnesota dairy judging teams placed 
first overall in seven out of the 12 major contests held 
in 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018. There have been many 
top three finishes to follow this. Dairy judging at the 
University of Minnesota has had a very successful past 
with a bright outlook on the future of the program.

In September, four University of Minnesota dairy judging 
team members traveled to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania to 
compete in the All-American dairy judging contest. The 
team consisted of seniors Lauren Hendel, Haely Leiding, 
and Krista Styer, and junior Emily Annexstad. The team 
was second overall by only one point and placed in the 
top 5 teams in five of the breeds judged that day. Haely 

Leiding was 5th individual overall and 9th in reasons. 
Lauren Hendel was 10th overall and won the Guernsey 
breed as an individual. Krista Styer was 11th overall. 
Emily Annexstad placed first in the oral reasons portion 
of the contest by a four-point margin.

The team that competed at the World Dairy Expo 
judging contest included seniors Lauren Hendel, Haely 
Leiding, Kayla Leiding, and Krista Styer. The national 
contest took place in Madison, Wisconsin. The team 
finished sixth overall and was 5th in reasons. They 
placed in the top five teams in four of the breeds. Kayla 
Leiding had a phenomenal day, placing 4th overall, 4th 
in reasons, and placed in the top 10 individuals of six 
breeds.

The team would like to thank our four great coaches- 
Dr. Les Hansen, Alicia Thurk, Eric Houdek, and Gabriella 
Sorg. While we were sad to see our coach, Scott 
Ellinghuysen leave after 19 years of coaching, we were 
excited to welcome Gabriella Sorg as the newest 
assistant coach. This year was an exciting dairy judging 
season yet again, and we can’t wait to see what next 
year holds!

The dairy judging team of (l-r) Krista Styer, Emily 
Annexstad, Lauren Hendel and Haely Leiding at the

All-American Dairy Show in Harrisburg, PA. 
Pictured with coach Gabriella Sorg (right). 

The dairy judging team of Haely Leiding (second from left), 
Krista Styer, Lauren Hendel, and Kayla Leiding at the 

Collegiate Dairy Cattle Judging Contest at World Dairy 
Expo. Pictured with the team are coaches 

Dr. Les Hansen (left), Alicia Thurk (second from left), 
Gabriella Sorg (second from right), Erik Houdek (right).
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The University of Minnesota dairy judging team 
continued the dominance at both the Louisville and 

Viroqua contests again this year. Hours of preparing 
and presenting oral reasons, as well as placing classes, 
prepared teams for these contests. 

Blue ribbons were brought home by the University of 
Minnesota dairy judging team that competed at the 
North American International Livestock Exposition 
(NAILE) in Louisville, Kentucky for the fourth year in 
a row. In addition to winning first team overall by a 
30-point margin, the team also won oral reasons. Three 
Minnesota team members placed among the top six 
individuals. The University of Minnesota has won seven 
of the last nine NAILE contests, a record breaking 
statistic. 

Rachel Coyne, Kayla Leiding, Lauren Hendel, and 
Tanner Morrison traveled to Louisville to represent 
the University of Minnesota. Individually, Rachel placed 
2nd overall, 3rd in reasons, 1st in Ayrshires, and 2nd 
in Jerseys. Kayla placed 4th overall and 8th in reasons, 
while Lauren placed 6th overall and 1st in Jerseys. Finally, 
Tanner placed 4th in Jersey and 5th in Holsteins. 

At the Viroqua, Wisconsin contest, the University of 
Minnesota placed 3rd overall and in oral reasons as 
a team. The team consisted of Kaleb Kruse, Sierra 
Swanson, Rachel Coyne, and Tanner Morrison. 
Individually, Kaleb placed 9th overall, Sierra placed 
11th overall and 8th in reasons, Rachel placed 12th 
overall, 7th in reasons, and 2nd in Holsteins, and Tanner 
placed 13th overall, 4th in reasons, and 2nd in Milking 
Shorthorns. Additionally, the team won the Milking 
Shorthorn breed. 

The juniors and seniors that judged in these and other 
contests spent weeks preparing by visiting numerous 
farms across Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa. The 
teams had the opportunity to see each of the breeds 
that were in the contests to best prepare. The dairy 
judging teams at the University of Minnesota would like 
to extend a sincere thank you to the dairy producers 
that hosted us and provided excellent hospitality in the 
weeks leading up to the contests. Still further, all of our 
success would not be possible without the guidance of 
our coaches Dr. Les Hansen, Alicia Thurk Hiebert, Eric 
Houdek, and Gabriella Sorg. We cannot thank the four 
of them enough for the hours of dedication and effort 
that they put into the judging program. 

Another Successful Year for Judging 
Teams in Louisville and Viroqua

By Rachel Coyne, Junior, Animal Science- Dairy Production

The dairy judging team at the North American 
International Livestock Exposition consisted of (l-r) Tanner 
Morrison, Lauren Hendel, Kayla Leiding, and Rachel Coyne. 

Pictured with the team is coach Dr. Les Hansen (right).

The dairy judging team of (l-r) Kaleb Kruse, Sierra Swanson, 
Tanner Morrison, and Rachel Coyne competed at the 

Viroqua contest in Wisconsin. 
Pictured with the team is coach Dr. Les Hansen (right). 
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Midwest Dairy paired up with the Gopher Dairy 
Club to bring the Moo Lab to the University of 

Minnesota campus. This two-day event was held on the 
Minneapolis campus and staffed by Midwest Dairy and 
members of the Gopher Dairy Club.

Moo Lab is an opportunity for students to connect to 
dairy and enjoy the trendy beverage called “moon milk.” 
Midwest Dairy also wanted to recognize the value of 
dairy as a local and nutritious food. 

Moon milk is a warm dairy beverage that showcases 
comforting, natural flavorings from honey, warm spices 
like ginger, and other ingredients like turmeric. These 
ingredients mixed together with whole milk or lactose 
free milk makes for this trendy beverage. All of the milk 
used in the moon milk was provided by Kemps. 

Three different flavors were created and served by 
Misfit Coffee for University of Minnesota students to 
try for free. The flavors featured were Udder Darkness, 
Moo and Gold, and Red Velvet Moo-Shine.

Milk contains the amino acid tryptophan as well as 
melatonin that promote relaxation. Moon milk is great 
for studying for midterms and relaxing between classes.

After getting their moon milk, students were 
encouraged to use a variety of backdrops and props 
such as stones, succulents, and petals to create a photo 
to share on Instagram. Students could then share their 
photo on Instagram using the hashtag #CupsofComfort 
and how they would bring comfort to the world. By 
doing this, students were entered for a chance to win a 
$50 gift card to the Dairy Sales Room on the University 
of Minnesota St. Paul campus. 

Gopher Dairy Club members also encouraged students 
to add how they would bring comfort to the world to 
the display board. There were even cow costumes for 
club members to wear as they interacted with their 
peers. We enjoyed the opportunity to share our dairy 
story and dairy goodness with the rest of campus! 

Moon Milk Makes a Landing at UMN
By Kayla Leiding, Senior, Agricultural Communication and Marketing

(L-R) Krista Styer, Katherine Gathje, Ashely Warren, and 
Morgan Krause enjoy a glass of moon milk.

Jake Siewert and Amber Cafferty celebrate dairy goodness.

Left, a instagram winner of 
the Red Velvet Moo-Shine. 

Alexis Giangrande (left) 
and Alyssa Groskopf (right) 

share how they spread 
comfort into the world.
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Senior Trip: 
Golden People, Cows, and Memories 

By Mariah Daninger, Senior, Agricultral Education

Once again, the Gopher Dairy Club seniors had 
a great time learning, bonding, and traveling 

throughout “The Golden State.”  The 15 seniors and 
chaperones, Amy Hazel-Loeschke and Brittany Shonka-
Martin, were excited for the 10 day trip away from 
sub-zero temperatures! 

Our travels began on January 6 as we landed in San 
Francisco.  We spent the first day traveling around 
well-known Fisherman’s Wharf.  From walking around 
shops, eating at the Ghirardelli ice cream shop, visiting 
the Golden Gate Bridge at sunset, and checking out the 
ocean and sea lions, we enjoyed our time as tourists.  
The following day, we were able to visit Alcatraz Island, 
spending over four hours learning about the history and 
touring the island and prison. 

Our first dairy farm visit, accompanied by a streak of 
chilly and rainy weather, was McClelland’s Organic Dairy 
in Petaluma. This provided an opportunity to learn 
about a niche industry most of us do not have a large 
amount of experience with.  From here, we were able 
to visit Castello di Amorosa Winery in the Napa Valley. 
The winery was built as a 13th century Tuscan castle, 
equipped with everything you would expect of a castle 
and more.  We were given a tour of the castle and 
followed with a wine tasting.  

The next day began our routine schedule of visiting 
three places a day. We began at Hoekstra’s, a pro-cross 
herd. Breaking up the dairy scene, we stopped at Lilly 
of the Valley Alpaca Farm. Along with being extremely 
entertaining animals, we enjoyed learning about the 
alpaca industry. The day finished up with a tour of Lorita 
Holsteins with the Durrer’s and spending a fun evening 
with their family. 

Day five began at Fiscalini’s dairy and cheese plant. The 
start-to-finish process allowed us to learn about aspects 
such as marketing and branding within the realm of 
dairy foods. Clauss Dairy provided our first Jersey dairy 

experience in California, and we were able to receive 
part of the tour from GDC alum, Andrew Plumski. 
An informative and enjoyable day was rounded out at 
Dinomi Holsteins with the Migliazzo Family. 

Visiting Nicholas Calf Ranch was a highlight as many of 
us had never seen anything like their operation, which 
had a current population of 10,500 calves and heifers. 
World Wide Sires allowed the group to focus on the 
genetics of dairy cattle in the afternoon, and we were 
able to see the beautiful dairy and great show cows at 
Maddox Dairy. 

Our final day of dairy visits brought us to Top O’ the 
Morn Farm, where we again saw a start-to-finish 
process, this time in fluid milk form.  With the varying 
flavors of milk, it seemed that root beer was the winner 
among the group! The Van Beek Family hosted us at El 
Monte Dairy for lunch and an informational tour.  The 
final visit at Airosa Dairy allowed us to see yet another 
great dairy, and the site of a future methane digester. 

Making our way to Los Angeles, we spent time at 
Universal Studios, watching entertaining shows, going 
on rides, and walking around sites from our favorite 
TV shows and movies. We tried our hand at betting on 
horse races that evening at Los Alamitos Horse Track.  
Based on the results, it’s safe to say none of us should 
make a habit of this! The final full day in California was 
filled with a Hollywood bus tour and heading to the 
Pantages Theatre for a wonderful showing of Aladdin. 

We would like to sincerely thank each host on our 
senior trip this year! The seniors benefit from the 
wonderful dairy producers of California each year, and 
we could not be more grateful for them. Thank you to 
Brittany and Amy for driving us across California and 
putting up with our shenanigans! We are so thankful for 
each person who made the 2018 senior trip a success. 
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 Seniors at Airosa Dairy

 Seniors at Pantages Theatre

Memories of
California
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 Seniors at Alcatraz Prison

 Seniors at El Monte Dairy
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WATERPROOF WORKWEAR 
& MUCH MORE!

SHOP ONLINE: UDDERTECHINC.COM 
888.438.8683
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Gopher Dairy Club
Seniors 2019
Congratulations 

As a standard in every issue of The 
Topline, graduating members are 
highlighted for their contributions 
to the club. The Gopher Dairy Club 
is proud and honored to have 23 
seniors graduating in the 2018-
2019 school year. The following 
section recognizes our graduating 
members, their accomplishments, 
and goals for the future. They have 
had outstanding results both in and 
out of the classroom, and we look 
forward to what they will accomplish 
after graduation. Thank you, class of 
2019, for your time, hard work, and 
dedication.

Back Then 
This year’s seniors were born in 1996-97.
Here’s a look at the world back then.
President: Bill Clinton
Gallon of Milk: $3.22
Dozen eggs: $1.17
Gallon of gas: $1.23
1st Class Postage Stamp: $0.32
Top Hit 1996: Macarena, Los del Río
Top Hit 1997: Candle in the Wind, Elton John

WATERPROOF WORKWEAR 
& MUCH MORE!

SHOP ONLINE: UDDERTECHINC.COM 
888.438.8683
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Major: Agricultural and Food Business Management
Hometown: Rochester, MN
Parent’s Names: Julie and Matthew Borst
Activities in GDC: Senior Trip Planning and Outstanding Senior Committee 
Chair,  FFA Judging Contests, Gopher Dairy Camp Counselor
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity
Favorite Quote: “Do not take life too seriously, you will never get out 
alive”-Elbert Hubbard
Twenty years from now I want to: Build a creamery on my family farm
Favorite Dairy experience: Working for the showcase herd with Jer-Lindy 
Farms.

Major: Animal Science – Dairy Production
Hometown: Peterson, MN
Parent’s Names: Steve and Lanita Agrimson
Activities in GDC: Club Room Chair, FFA Judging Contests, Gopher Dairy 
Bar, ADSA
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Gopher Crops and Soils
Future Plans: Work in the dairy industry before returning home to farm.
Favorite Dairy experience: Growing up on a dairy farm and learning all 
the values of hard work.
Favorite Class & Why: Dairy Production Systems and Management 
because I was able to see dairy farms throughout Minnesota.

Jordan Agrimson

Jake Borst

Brady Bobendrier
Major: Animal Science and Applied Economics
Hometown: Pipestone, MN
Parent’s Names: Tom & Shelly Bobendrier
Activities in GDC: Yearbook Committee, ADSA Committee, FANE 
Committee, Gopher Dairy Bar
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Livestock Judging team, 
Block and Bridle, Ag Business Club
Favorite Dairy product & Why: Cheese, you can put it on everything!
Favorite GDC Memory: Washing cows at 6 am for the judging contests 
with Jake Borst.
Best Advice Received: You can only get as much out of something as you 
put in to it.
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Amber Cafferty

               Chase DeFrang  

Loren Dauer

Major: Animal Science and Agricultural Communication and Marketing
Hometown: Fountain City, WI
Parent’s Names: Paul and Kara Cafferty
Activities in GDC: ADSA, Moo Lab, Gopher Dairy Bar, FFA Judging 
Contests, FANE, Banquet     
Other Activities: Agricultural Education, Communication, and Marketing 
Club, Beta of Clovia Sorority 
Favorite Quote: Sometimes you will never know the value of a moment 
until it becomes a memory. ~Dr. Seuss
Favorite Dairy product & Why: Ice cream because not only does it taste 
great, but there are so many flavors to choose from.
Favorite place on St. Paul Campus: My favorite place on the St. Paul 
campus has to be the mall by the bulls.

Major: Political Science and Applied Economics
Hometown: New Ulm, MN
Parent’s Names: Allen and Nancy Dauer
Activities in GDC: Judging Contest Committee Co-Chair, Gopher Dairy Bar, 
Gopher Dairy Camp Counselor 
Other Activities: FarmHouse Fraternity, National Agri-Marketing Association
Future Plans: Agriculture advocacy in the state legislature.
Favorite Dairy product & Why: Milk, it’s simple.
Best Advice Received: Say what you mean and mean what you say.

Major: Kinesiology 
Hometown: Plainview, MN
Parent’s Names: Kris and Kim DeFrang
Activities in GDC: Regional ADSA Committee, Social Committee
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity 
Twenty years from now I want to: Live in the country with my family and 
manage my own gym. 
Favorite Dairy product & Why: Milk, because it’s my favorite thing to drink 
when I come back from the gym. 
Best Advice Received: It’s okay to be different from everybody else. You can 
bring an outside perspective that nobody else is aware of. 



52         The Topline 2018-2019

Major: Animal Science
Hometown: Pipestone, MN
Parent’s Names: Michael Giangrande
Activities in GDC: 2018 Regional ADSA Co-chair, ADSA Committee Chair, 
Gopher Dairy Bar, FANE, FFA Judging Contests, ADSA attendee. 
Other Activities: Lambda Delta Phi Sorority 
Favorite Dairy experience: Getting to meet so many cool people as a 
result of meeting dairy kids my freshman year of college
Favorite GDC Memory: The moment when Brooke and I realizes that we 
had successfully planned and executed the 2018 Midwest Regional ADSA
Favorite place on St. Paul Campus: The Livestock Arena because of the 
Johnny memories, learning how to judge livestock from Kyle Rozeboom, Ag 
Olympics, and winning amateur sheep showmanship at MN Royal.

Allison Forbord

Alyssa Groskopf

Alexis Giangrande

Major: Animal Science
Hometown: White Bear Lake, MN
Parent’s Names: Bob and Julie Forbord
Activities in GDC: Yearbook Committee, FFA Judging Contests, Membership 
and Webpage Committee, Gopher Dairy Bar 
Other Activities: Companion Animal Club, Rehabilitation at the Veterinary 
Medical Center, Ronald McDonald House 
Favorite Quote: “In a world where you can be anything, be kind.” 
Favorite GDC Memory: Clipping cows for the FFA show. 
Things you will miss about college: Going to the BioMedical Library and 
using their numerous whiteboards for studying. 

Major: Animal Science and Agricultural Communication and Marketing
Hometown: Hastings, MN
Parent’s Names: Kevin Groskopf and Amy Kemmerer
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Bar Manager, Clothing Committee Chair, 
FANE, FFA Judging Contests 
Other Activities: Block and Bridle Club, Overall Chair for MN Royal, Lambda 
Delta Phi Sorority
Favorite Dairy experience: My favorite dairy experience is getting to serve 
and educate people about the dairy industry within the Gopher Dairy Bar. 
Things you will miss about college: I will undoubtedly miss being such a 
short distance away from all of the people that I not only have the privilege to 
call my friends, but also my family. 
Favorite place on St. Paul Campus: Down in the barns!
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Major: Agriculture Communication and Marketing and Agriculture Food 
Business Management 
Hometown: Lafayette, MN 
Parent’s Names: Tom & Patti Hayes
Activities in GDC: Regional ADSA registration committee, Banquet 
Committee, Gopher Dairy Bar
Other Activities: Delta Theta Sigma Fraternity, Livestock Judging Team, Block 
and Bridle, Minnesota Royal 
Future Plans: Agronomy consulting and farming 
Favorite Quote: “Your greatest contributions is the ones you leave behind.” 
-Alan Jackson 
Twenty years from now I want to: Be back at the family farm raising crops, 
livestock, and supporting 4-H.

Daniel Hayes

Lauren Hendel

Morgan Krause

Major: Animal Science - Dairy Production
Hometown: Caledonia, MN
Parent’s Names: Matt and Pam Hendel
Activities in GDC: Food Animal Networking Event Chair 2018, Senior Trip 
Planning Committee Chair 2018, ADSA Contests Chair 2018, Outstanding 
Senior Selection Committee, Alumni Committee Chair 2017, 
Other Activities: Dairy Judging, Lambda Delta Phi Sorority, Dairy Challenge
Favorite Quote: “You only live once, but if you do it right, once is enough.”
Twenty years from now I want to: Have my own house, own a dog and 
a few show cows, regularly see my family and college friends, and to always 
look for the little things in life while enjoying every day.
Best Advice Received: “Be yourself, smile, have fun, and don’t overthink it.” 
- my parents

Major: Animal Science- Dairy Production and Agricultural Communication 
and Marketing 
Hometown: Buffalo, MN
Parent’s Names: Charles and Robyn Krause
Activities in GDC: Topline Editor, GDC Reporter, ADSA, Gopher Dairy Bar
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority-Executive team, National Grocers 
Association Team, Agriculture Education, Communciation, and Marketing Club
Future Plans: Dairy farmers are incredible people so I want to work for 
them and the dairy community in a communications or marketing role. 
Favorite Dairy experience: Having my cow, Ditto, featured as a Kemps cow 
in the 2016 summer Olympics commercial that aired across the Midwest. 
Best Advice Received: The best is yet to come.
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Haely Leiding

Elise Loveless

Kayla Leiding

Major: Agricultural Education 
Hometown: Fountain, MN
Parent’s Names: Todd and Stacy Leiding
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Camp, FFA Judging Contests, Banquet 
committee chair/ co-chair, Serve as Officer at Large, Gopher Dairy Bar 
Other Activities: Dairy Judging, Agricultural Education Communication and 
Marketing Club, Beta of Clovia Sorority, National Agri Marketing Association, 
CFANS Mentor Program
Future Plans: Become a High School Ag Ed  Teacher and FFA Advisor. 
Favorite Class & Why: Accounting with Gary Cooper. It was applicable to 
life and Gary truly cared about the students he was teaching. 
Favorite GDC Memory: The many adventures in the dairy judging vans 
with my teammates.

Major: Agricultural Communication and Marketing 
Hometown: Fountain, MN
Parent’s Names: Todd and Stacy Leiding 
Activities in GDC: Gopher Dairy Camp Counselor, FFA Judging Contests, 
Clothing Co-Chair, Banquet Committee Member 
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Agricultural Education, 
Communication, and Marketing Club, CFANS Mentor Program, Dairy Judging, 
National Grocer’s Association, National Agri Marketing Association 
Twenty years from now I want to: Be married with kids, working in ag 
communications and living on a dairy farm. 
Things you will miss about college: I will miss living close to my friends 
and taking random adventures during the week. 
Favorite place on St. Paul Campus: The Cloiva house with all my sisters

Major: Agricultural and Food Business Management
Hometown: Maple Grove, MN  
Parent’s Names: Paul and Paula Loveless
Activities in GDC: Topline Editor, Membership and Website Chair, Banquet 
Committee, FFA Judging Contests, Gopher Dairy Bar
Other Activities: National Agri Marketing Association, American Marketing 
Association, Public Relations Student Society of America
Favorite Quote: If you want something you’ve never had, you have to be 
willing to do something you’ve never done. –Thomas Jefferson
Favorite Class & Why: MKTG 3001 because it sparked my interest in 
marketing. 
Favorite GDC Memory: Working in the Gopher Dairy Bar each summer 
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Julia Nunes

Brooke Roberts

Megan Slater

Major: Animal Science and Agricultural Communication and Marketing 
Hometown: Chippewa Falls, WI
Parent’s Names: Matt and Mandy Nunes
Activities in GDC: Entertainment Chair for 2018 ADSA, Yearbook 
Committee, FFA Judging Contest, Gopher Dairy Bar 
Other Activities: Lambda Delta Phi Sorority, Dairy Judging, Dairy Challenge
Favorite Quote: “It is better to be absolutely ridiculous than absolutely 
boring.” -Marilyn Monroe 
Favorite Class & Why: Dairy Production Systems with Marcia Endres 
because I feel like I learned new information that I will can apply in the future. 
Favorite GDC Memory:  ADSA, Les approving of my entertainment at 
ADSA in 2018, Dairy Bar shenanigans

Major: Agricultural Communication and Marketing
Hometown: Whitelaw, WI
Parent’s Names: Keith and Beth Roberts
Activities in GDC: Vice President, Regional ADSA Co-chair, Regional ADSA 
President, Clothing, Yearbook, Scholarship, and Banquet Committees
Other Activities: Block & Bridle, Dairy Judging, Livestock Judging, Lambda 
Delta Phi Sorority, Agricultural Education, Communication and Marketing 
Club,  Ag Business Club
Favorite Dairy experience: Winning reasons at World Dairy Expo in 2017
Favorite GDC Memory: Seeing the 2018 ADSA conference come to life 
after a year’s worth of planning and hard work from the entire club!
Best Advice Recieved: “Call your Mom.” -Julia Nunes

Major: Agricultural Communication and Marketing
Hometown: Chisago City, MN
Parent’s Names: Sue Rosenquist 
Activities in GDC: Student Board Representative, Dairy Bar, Judging Contest
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority National Agri Marketing 
Association,  Agriculture Education, Communication, and Marketing Club, 
Block and Bridle, and CFANS Student Board
Favorite Class & Why: Introduction to Animal Science because I enjoyed 
working with the animals every week and participating in the Showmanship 
Contest at the end of the year. 
Favorite Dairy product & Why: Ice cream, it’s perfect for every occasion.  
Best Advice Received: You will never regret being kind.
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Michael Slater

Krista Styer

Matthew Stellpflug

Major: Agricultural Communications and Marketing and Animal Science
Hometown: Chisago City, MN
Parent’s Names: Sue Rosenquist
Activities in GDC: Treasurer, FANE, Gopher Dairy Bar Manager, FFA Judging 
Contest
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Gopher Crops and Soils
Future Plans: Sales Agronomist back home.
Favorite Dairy experience: Working all twelve days of the fair managing 
the Dairy Bar.
Best Advice Received: Work hard, play hard.

Major: Agricultural and Food Business Management
Hometown: Eyota, MN
Parent’s Names: Tammy and the late Peter Stellpflug
Activities in GDC: Dairy Bar Manager, ADSA, Gopher Dairy Camp
Other Activities: Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, STLF
Favorite Quote: “Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, leave 
the rest to God.” -Ronald Reagan
Twenty years from now I want to: In twenty years I want to be working 
in a career that I am passionate about and successful in. With a loving family 
and maybe a dog or two. 
Favorite GDC Memory: Late night shenanigans at the state fair with fellow 
Dairy Bar Managers. 

Major: Agricultural Communication and Marketing 
Hometown: Menomonie, WI 
Parent’s Names: David and Karen Styer 
Activities in GDC: Dairy Judging Contests, Gopher Dairy Bar, FANE, ADSA 
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia, Agricultural Education Club, Dairy Judging, 
National Grocers Association, Agricultural Communicators of  Tomorrow 
Twenty years from now I want to: Have my own creamery on family’s 
farm with my own photography and graphic design business on the side. 
Favorite Dairy experience: Photography internship in Europe with 
Holstein International. 
Favorite Dairy product & Why: Chocolate milk from Kwik Trip because 
it’s absolutely delicious and I can drink a lot of it. 
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Rachel Weidmayer

Brenna Werner

Congratulations 
Gopher Dairy Club 

Class of 2019!

Major: Animal Science Pre-Vet Emphasis
Hometown: Saline, Michigan
Parent’s Names: Renee Bradley and Keith Weidmayer
Activities in GDC: Dairy Judging Contest Chair,  FFA Judging Contests
Other Activities: Beta of Clovia Sorority, Pre-Vet Club
Twenty years from now I want to: Married with dogs and maybe some 
kids. I hope that I spend time traveling the U.S. and the world.
Favorite GDC Memory: My favorite memory is when I had numerous 
participants in the Fall Invitational come up to me and thank GDC 
for supporting the event because they learned so much and were so 
appreciative.
Things you will miss about college: Being 5 minutes away from all of my 
friends 

Major: Animal Science
Hometown: Caledonia, MN 
Parent’s Names: Mike and Michelle Werner
Activities in GDC: Yearbook Committee, ADSA Registration Committee, 
Social Committee
Other Activities: Lambda Delta Phi Sorority
Twenty years from now I want to: Be working as a large animal 
veterinarian in a rural area in the Midwest or Northwest of the U.S. 
Favorite Class & Why: Livestock and Carcass Evaluation, I enjoyed being 
about to go out to the barns and look at cattle during class, and it really 
taught me how to see cattle better. 
Favorite place on St. Paul Campus: Anywhere my friends are located.
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Rose Gandillon
Pioneer Sales 
Professional

Matt Hajda
Grower

Adam Owens
Pioneer Field Agronomist

With a suite of full-service off erings, your local Pioneer team provides more than industry-
leading Pioneer® brand products. Our total-acre solutions include LumiGEN™ technologies seed 

treatment, digital agriculture solutions with Granular and Encirca® services, crop-management 
insights through Pioneer® GrowingPoint® agronomy, and TruChoice® program incentives when you 

purchase crop-protection products by Corteva Agriscience™, Agriculture Division of DowDuPont. 
Year after year, we’re committed to the success of every acre on your farm.

With a suite of full-service off erings, your local Pioneer team provides more than industry-

  Pioneer.com    |    Pioneer Seeds   |    @PioneerSeeds 

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents.
Encirca® services are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the purchase documents.

®, TM, SM Trademarks and service marks of DuPont, Dow AgroSciences or Pioneer, and their affi liated companies or their respective owners. © 2018 PHII. DUPPBR18022VA 18D-2575
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Summer 2018
Through our club’s strong alumni connections and campus events such as 
the Food Animal Networking Evening, members connect with professionals 
to explore internship opportunities. Students are encouraged to step 
outside their comfort zone to discover possible career paths. 

Sharing With Members
It is a tradition for members of the Gopher Dairy Club to present 
internship reports at fall meetings as a way for other students to learn of 
opportunities in various fields. The Topline is proud to feature 10 members 
internships from the summer of 2018 in the following section. 

Internship Reports
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I had the 
opportunity to 
shadow employees 
within many other 
departments 
and learn more 
about the variety 
of positions 
Compeer has to 
offer. I completed 
job shadows 
with an appraiser 
and RuraLiving 
Solutions 
processing and 
sales within 
Compeer. 

With this being my first summer interning with Compeer, I 
had a fantastic experience and learned a great deal about 
the company and this line of work.

-Carson Bryan, Junior, Agriculture and Food Business 
Management 

  

Arethusa Farm Summer Intern
This summer my 
internship was at 
Arethusa Farm in 
Litchfield, Connecticut. I 
started work in mid-
May and worked until 
mid-August. Arethusa 
is home to Registered 
Jerseys, Holsteins, and 
Brown Swiss. With many 
champion show cows 
calling Arethusa home, 
the herd is known 
around the world. 
After the farm was 
established, Arethusa 

Gardens, Arethusa Farm Dairy, Arethusa a mano, and 
Arethusa al tavolo were established to provide high quality 
food and tourism to the Litchfield area. 

As an intern this summer, I had the opportunity to work 
in the calf, heifer, and show barns at Arethusa. My daily 
responsibilities included a wide range of tasks, including 
feeding, washing, leading, milking, and more. Additionally, I was 

able to prepare cows for “Saturday Open Barn Tours,” and 
conduct tours, speaking with the general public that visited 
the farm. A favorite part of my internship was working with 
deep pedigreed, high quality cows on a daily basis. 

In July, Arethusa hosted the Arethusa Avonlea Summer 
Splash II Jersey Sale and the Arethusa Woodmansee 
Holstein Tag Sale. The majority of my summer until these 
sales was spent training and washing sale heifers in order 
to prepare them for sale. During sale weekend, I worked 
on the Holstein Tag Sale crew and cared for the 60 head 
offered. This was an incredibly fun weekend and I had the 
opportunity to network with many great people in the dairy 
industry! 

By far, the highlight of my summer was the sale weekend 
and being a part of Arethusa Response Vivid’s 96 point day. 
I have admired Arethusa Farm and their cows since I was a 
young girl and was so excited to be a part of their team this 
summer! 

-Rachel Coyne, Junior, Animal Science-Dairy Production 

Compeer Financial Diversified Markets Credit Intern 
This summer I interned with Compeer Financial, where I was 
a Diversified Markets Credit Intern. Compeer Financial is 
an agriculture financing company that is a part of the Farm 
Credit System with headquarters located in Sun Prairie, 
Wisconsin. Compeer services 144 counties throughout 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Illinois.

I was a part of their home mortgage department titled 
RuraLiving Solutions. I worked under Tim Tjosaas, who is the 
Manager of Consumer Credit, in their office of Rochester, 
Minnesota. As a Diversified Markets Credit Intern, my main 
duties included analyzing clients’ financial documents to 
determine what kind of RuraLiving loan they qualify for 
and whether Compeer could move forward with the loan 
process. I would calculate and analyze ratios, while measuring 
the character, capital, capacity, collateral, and conditions of a 
loan application. 

During my time at Compeer, I had the opportunity to 
complete a project for the RLS team, where I had to 
measure the cost per closed loan in RuraLiving. Pete Hinrichs 
was my project manager and helped me with the logistics of 
the project. I was able to help them find valuable information 
which they will use in the future. 
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Agronomy Research Intern with UMN 
This summer  I was the agronomy research intern at the 
University of Minnesota’s Southwest Research and Outreach 
Center in Lamberton, MN. At this job, I had many weekly 
duties along with lab work. My main focus was on plot 
maintenance and collecting/testing samples. There were 6 
research projects I worked on including: LTARN, Tillage, Soy 
Council, Cover Timing, NSF Camelina, and the Interseeding 
study. Each of these projects had a direct focus on either 
cover crops, when the crop was planted, or different 
components of the cropping system that were changed. 

During this internship, I got to experience the growth stages 
of corn, soybeans and cover crops since the day (some of 
them) were planted until the crops reached maturity in 
mid-August. I started working in the middle of May, so I got 
to experience the beginning growth stages of the crops. It 
also helped me see how certain cover crops affected the 
emergence date of the plant. Comparatively in the Soy 
Council study, the tilled plots emerged much sooner than the 
cover crop/relay planted plots. However, towards the middle 
of August, it was hard to tell much of a difference between 
the two micro-plots. Amongst learning about growth stages, I 
learned many standard research procedures. Data collection 
(biomass, water sampling, and soil sampling) was among my 
main duties, as well as soil moisture readings and LAI (light 
area intensity). Each of these procedures holds a purpose in 
the data analysis of the studies.  

While field work was a majority of my daily work, lab 
work was another important aspect of the job. We would 
run thousands of soil or water samples in a day or two, 

which involved going through 
3 different testing procedures 
for each sample. For the water 
samples, we would need to 
thaw the samples, plate them, 
and then pipette each sample 
into cluster tubes to be tested. 
The laboratory portion of the 
job was definitely the most 
rewarding because you can see 
all of your work coming to life, 
Learning standard procedures, 
how to make reagents, and 
lab safety techniques was an 
invaluable experience. 

I  learned a very hefty amount of information at this 
internship. I learned everything from how the crops grow, 
how to determine their growth stage, to how to run a test 
on a certain aspect of the plant or soil. As someone who did 
not have a strong background in agronomy beforehand, I feel 
very confident that my foundation in corn and soybeans is 
something I will carry with me for the rest of my career. The 
biggest thing I gained from this internship was finding the 
career path I believe I would like to take for the rest of my 
life. The knowledge and connections I gained this summer is 
definitely invaluable, and I couldn’t imagine a more rewarding 
experience. 

-Alexis Giangrande, Senior, Animal Science

    

ETS Communications and Marketing Intern
I spent this summer as the 
Communications and Marketing Intern at Environmental 
Tillage Systems, Inc. (ETS).  ETS is a 
premier manufacturer of zone tillage 
and nutrient placement equipment in 
Faribault, MN. Its flagship product is 
the SoilWarrior, a complete strip-till 
system that enhances soil 
productivity and farm profitability. 
Founded on a farm in southeast 
Minnesota, the company serves clients 
across North America and
 internationally. 

I spend 15 weeks based out of the 
headquarters in Faribault, MN. At the headquarters, all of the 
Soil Warrior Machines are built and shipped out to custom-
ers. I worked with all of the different teams at ETS including: 
engineering, manufacturing, and sales. 

Throughout the summer, I was able to learn about conser-
vation, strip- tillage, and agronomy. I enjoyed being able to 

plan and execute many industry and 
customer events that allowed me 
to travel throughout the Midwest 
to promote our machine and en-
gage with customers. I engaged in a 
lot of types of media as I frequently 
blogged, planned social media posts, 
and worked to engage with potential 
customers online. 

-Haely Leiding, Senior, Agricultural Education
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Ag Partners Cooperative Agronomy Sales Intern
This past summer I was 
blessed with the 
opportunity to work for 
Ag Partners as an 
Agronomy Sales Intern out 
of the Pine Island office. As 
an intern at Ag Partners, 
I worked closely with the 
two agronomists in our
 office from whom I 
learned crop scouting 
techniques and how to 
communicate with 
different customers.

Over the course of the summer, I had the opportunity to be 
in many fields and learn a lot about different crops and
 products. I sampled and analyzed the results from different 
trials that we ran with new products. One was with a field 

that had been strip tilled with the fertilizer laid in a band
 beneath the row. I sampled it to determine the best 
practices for grid sampling the field in the future and to get a 
better idea on the best way to make a fertilizer 
recommendation for the farmer. 

This summer was an amazing experience as I was able to 
see what an agronomist does and gained more experience 
with the crop side of dairy farming. From learning how 
to scout for bugs, to going to meetings, this summer was 
packed with every day learning and was one that I will never 
forget.

-Jake Siewert, Junior, Animal Science- Dairy Production

Holden Farms Inc. Summer Intern
This past summer, I interned with Holden Farms Inc. located 
in Northfield, Minnesota. The internship lasted 11 weeks 
and was split evenly between working on a sow farm and 
traveling around Minnesota, Iowa, and Wisconsin to various 
company sites. In addition to visiting company sites, I spent a 
day at the World Pork Expo in Des Moines, IA meeting with 
various swine company representatives.I also attended the 
Young Leaders in Agriculture Conference (YALC) held in 
Minneapolis, MN listening to various speakers on leadership 
strategies. 

At the sow farm, I spent my time fully immersed in every 
part of swine production. I spent a short time learning how 
to detect sows in heat, why boars present at insemination 
increase conception rates and litter size, and how to 
properly breed sows. Most of my time on the sow farm 
was in Day One, or farrowing room. In Day One, I assisted 
gilts and sows with farrowing, whether it was administering 
medicine, or physically assisted by pulling piglets. In addition 
to this, I worked with employees in monitoring daily health 
of sows and piglets while ensuring nothing was out of the 
ordinary. 

In addition to everything I was doing at the sow farm, I was 
also responsible for organizing two research projects. The 
first was focused on autogenous vaccines for piglets. Each 
piglet was weighed, vaccinated, and tagged shortly after 
birth. The piglet was then weighed again in the nursery and 
just before market. Trials such as these require thousands of 
piglets and a lot of time, so my role was to help set it up and 
work out the initial kinks for the company to continue after 
the end of my internship. My second project was focused 
on the effects of potato starch as a treatment for scours. 

The goal of this 
project was to give 
a clear answer as 
to whether potato 
starch was an 
effective treatment. 
The result of my 
brief trial proved 
potato starch is a 
possible treatment, 
but its effectiveness 
compared to 
more traditional 
treatments has yet 
to be examined.

The second half of 
my internship was 
spent traveling to various company sites. During this time, I 
went to the boar stud and actively participated in collecting 
semen, and traveled to Holden’s new site in WI. However, 
the majority of the time traveling was at nursery, wean-to-
finish, or finisher sites. There I learned how to monitor the 
health of older piglets experiencing different diseases than 
those at the sow farm. I also learned how to select pigs for 
flow from nurseries to finishers, and select finisher pigs for 
market loads. In addition to monitoring health, I also assisted 
in sample collection for detailed analysis, such as necropsies, 
blood, and fecal sampling.

-Rachel Weidmayer, Senior, Animal Science - Pre Veterinary 
Medicine
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Riverview Dairy Production Intern
This summer, I had a dairy production internship through 
Riverview at their District 45 Dairy location. Riverview 
strives to “Provide a Culture of Opportunity for Passionate 
People and Innovative Ideas”. While working at District 45, I 
loved the culture of the workplace and the people I got to 
work with. I learned so much from the passionate people 
who were always willing to teach me what their tasks were. 
Overall, it was a great experience! 

District 45 Dairy is home to 6,500 lactating cows and 1,000 
dry cows, located in Morris, Minnesota.  During my 10-
week internship I did two week rotations throughout the 
dairy. The rotations included prevention/treatment, mastitis, 
reproduction, maternity, hoof trimming, and nutrition. My 
first two weeks were spent in the prevention/treatment 
area. There, I learned all about vaccination protocols, how 
they find and treat sick cows, and many different treatment 
methods, since they do not use antibiotics on the lactating 
cows. During my second rotation in the mastitis department, 
I got to help milk all the cows with mastitis in the mastitis 
parlor. I also learned how to classify the different types of 
mastitis and record it in DairyComp. Each day we would 
also dry up about 30 cows. My favorite rotation was the 
reproduction rotation. Each morning was spent walking 
pens looking for cows in heat, breeding them, and recording 
that information in DairyComp. The afternoons were spent 
sorting cows and getting cows started on their breeding 
program. Before starting the reproduction rotation, I didn’t 
have any experience breeding cows. By the end of my two 

weeks, I was able to A.I. multiple cows per day, and learned 
how to successfully complete pregnancy check cows. During 
my time spent in the hoof trimming area, I experienced lots 
of hands on learning. I learned how to treat  hoof health 
problems and mix copper sulfate foot baths. By the end of 
the week, I even got to trim hooves all by myself. The last 
week of my internship was spent in the feeding area. There, I 
got to ride in the feed truck and study all the rations. 

I gained so much from this internship with Riverview! I 
would highly recommend this internship to anyone who 
is looking to learn more about all aspects of working on a 
large-scale dairy. Not only did I get to work in an extremely 
positive work environment, I got to learn from some of the 
most passionate and driven people I know. 

-Sierra Swanson, Junior, Animal Science - Dairy Production

MN Dept. of Agriculture Dairy and Meat Inspector Intern
This past summer I had an internship with the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture working as a Dairy and Meat 
Inspector.  Through this internship I had many different tasks 
depending on what was needed that week. I spent most of 
my time on the meat inspection side where I helped cover 
different meat plants depending on what inspector needed 
help that day. On the dairy inspection side I shadowed 
dairy inspectors and learned what they did on a day to day 
basis, as well as helping with the Secure Milk Supply Plan for 
Minnesota.

When I started working at the MDA, I was required to get 
certified to inspect everything and ensure I was able to 
do my job. This involved taking classes online about many 
different things, the first being becoming an expert on 
different types of food-borne illnesses. I then learned how 
to use the different websites that the MDA uses in order to 
enter all of the information necessary after inspection.

When covering meat processing plants, I was in charge 
of many different regulations, such as performing pre-

operational and post-
operational check offs. 
In this role I made sure 
that all equipment 
was cleaned and 
documented. Then I 
would check to make 
sure that the SSOP and 
HACCP regulations 
were being followed 
correctly. Doing this 
required watching 
the meat processing 
in the plants while 
being aware of their 
regulations to make sure they are followed. When I visited 
dairy farms I shadowed inspectors and learned everything 
they did. This included visiting dairy farms every 6 months 
and making sure that they were doing everything correctly. 

-Jake Borst, Senior, Agricultural Food and Business Management - 
Food and Industries
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Select Sires, Inc. Dairy Sire Marketing Intern
This summer, I interned with Select Sires Inc. as the Dairy 
Sire Marketing Intern. This internship is based out of 
the company’s headquarters, located in Plain City, Ohio. 
Throughout the summer I worked directly with the Select 
Sires marketing team, traveling across the country. My duties 
included  picturing bulls, daughters, and dams of Select Sires’ 
bulls for promotional material.

Throughout the summer, we traveled 
nearly 12,000 miles between eight 
different states, stretching all the way 
from New Mexico to Maryland. In total, 
we pictured around 200 daughters 
and dams. Picturing trips started with 
sorting, selecting, clipping, and washing. 
On picture day it usually took five 
people, including the photographer, 
to get the cow’s head and tail held 
in the right position, her ears perked forward, and legs set 
perfectly beneath her. Traveling to these farms gave me the 
opportunity to view the earliest born daughters from Select 
Sires’ high end genomic bulls, and a glimpse at some of the 
most elite cattle in the country. 

In the office I had many different roles. One of the most 
important tasks was to help keep the Select Sires’ website 

up to date. This included searching for updated scores of 
cows, ordering pedigrees, tracking down photos of dams 
who had previously been pictured, and helping rank and 
enter daughter photos into the database. I kept Select Sires’ 
employees, across the globe, up to date on the newest bulls 
to be released through emails highlighting the bull’s best 

traits. In addition, I created catchy slogans 
to market bulls on the Facebook and 
Instagram pages, and proofread outgoing 
marketing material. I also learned how to 
price each bull’s product and entered this 
information into the database. 
This internship provided countless 
opportunities to network and learn 
from industry professionals. Networking 
with the dairy sire analysts of Select 
Sires, advanced my overall knowledge in 
dairy cattle genetics, gave me an inside 

view of Select Sire’s selection criteria. It also expanded my 
knowledge of different breed’s genomic programs whichI 
had not been familiar with before, including the steady 
growing Jersey breed. Finally, this internship taught me no 
matter where you are, you will always feel at home when 
working alongside people who share a passion for the dairy 
industry!

-By Lauren Hendel, Senior, Animal Science - Dairy Production

Redhead Creamery Summer Intern
I spent my summer at Redhead Creamery located near 
Brooten,MN. Redhead Creamery is co-owned by Jerry and 
Linda Jennissen and University of Minnesota alumni, Lucas 
and Alise Sjostrom. Jer-Lindy Farms is a Dairy Farm that 
operates alongside Redhead Creamery so that they are able 
to produce farmstead cheese, while also providing a source 
of agrotourism. Alise Sjostrom is the Redheaded cheese 
maker who began making cheese in 2013. Redhead Cream-
ery is most known for their Ridiculously Good Cheese 
Curds, Lucky Linda Cloth Bound Cheddar, Little Lucy Brie 
and North Fork Whiskey Washed Munster. However, they 
continue to experiment with new variations and flavors.

My internship began in the middle of May and continued 
until the end of August. In that time I learned more about 
the cheese making process and followed it from make day 
until it was ready for consumption. I also helped with the day 
to day tasks such as cleaning and sanitation of the creamery 
while also gaining customer service and sales skills. I also 
had the opportunity to help with some of the online com-
munications, including writing about what it means to be a 
Farmstead operation and creating a list of places to visit on 
your way to Redhead Creamery. 

About a month into my 
internship on Father’s Day 
weekend, Redhead Creamery 
had their first annual Curd 
Fest. Curd fest consisted of 
live music, 4 different flavors 
of cheese curds, local beer 
and ciders and vendors who 
provided samples of their 
products to the attendees. 
It was a huge hit and a great 
way to jump into my sum-
mer. I attended events with 
Alise where we showcased Redhead Creamery products 
to consumers. My favorite part of my internship was being 
involved in every step of the cheese making process and 
experimenting with different flavors to create new varieties 
of cheese. I also enjoyed talking with customers in and out 
of the store and sharing my experiences with them. I believe 
that I spent my summer in the best environment for myself 
because I spent it working around people who are also pas-
sionate about the dairy industry and love cheese. I wouldn’t 
have wanted to spend it any other way. 

-Julia Nunes, Senior, Animal Science & Agricultural 
Communication and Marketing, Horticulture Minor
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Judging Team Grateful For Exceptional 
Farm Visits  

The success of the dairy cattle judging program at the 
University of Minnesota wouldn’t be possible with-

out the willingness of the following 34 dairy farms that 
hosted our students and coaches for practice in 2018:

RoVin Acres Milking Shorthorn (Ruzic), Hixton, WI
Rosedale Genetics (Raeth), Oxford, WI
Voegeli Brown Swiss, Monticello, WI
Random Luck Farm (Thompson), Darlington, WI
Red Brae Brown Swiss (Armbruster), Muscoda, WI
Stanshome Holsteins (Stransky), Owatonna, MN
Flower Brook Holsteins (Stuewe), Hamburg, MN
Arthurst Brown Swiss (Sprengeler), Plato, MN
Up the Creek Guernseys (Anderson), Lester Prairie, MN
Stadview Jerseys (Bohn), Litchfield, MN
Corstar Milking Shorthorn (Salzl), Litchfield, MN
Pit-Crew Brown Swiss (Foss), Cambridge, MN
West Croix Holsteins & Jerseys (Van Dyk), New Rich-
mond, WI
Willows Edge Holsteins (Van Dyk), New Richmond, WI
Crisdome Holsteins (Kruschke), New Richmond, WI Idle Gold Guernseys (Jensen), Comstock, WI

Valley Gem Guernseys (Grewe), Cumberland, WI
Meadow Ridge Jerseys (Riebe), Cumberland, WI
Townside Jerseys (Midtling), Wilson, WI
Sapa Ska Holsteins (Pierson), Lake City, MN
Sheeknoll Holsteins (Sheehan), Rochester, MN
Esperanza Cattle Co. (Morrison), Peterson, MN
K & R Jerseys (Drinkall), Rushford, MN
Lang Haven Guernseys (Langrehr), West Salem, WI
Manderfeld Milking Shorthorn, Faribault, MN
Rodash-View Holsteins (Friese), Wanamingo, MN
Shir-Man Holsteins (Leiding), Fountain, MN
Laska Guernseys, Winona, MN
Hendel Brown Swiss, Caledonia, MN
Rolling Prairie Guernseys (Walther), Garnavillo, IA
P & A Ayrshires (Kruse), Dyersville, IA
Kunde Jerseys, Manchester, IA
Kruse Brown Swiss, Earlville, IA
Farnear Holsteins (Simon), Farley, IA 

The World Dairy Expo judging team evaluates a class at 
Shir-Man Holsteins in Fountain, Minnesota.

The Harrisburg team arrives back to St. Paul campus after a long 
journey from Pennsylvania.
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